EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS EXHORTING

2 TIMOTHY 4:1-5 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – What does this word exhort mean?  Vine’s says, “To call to a person, to the side, to entreat, to admonish, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct.  It also means to advise, to warn, to impel morally, to urge forwards to encourage.  Is this something that you and I really need?  It was something needed by the 1st century Christians – Paul addresses the Christians at Thessalonica – 2 THESS. 2:7-13 – How do we as Fathers deal with our children?  Do we try to discourage them or encourage them?

We would not be a Christian today if someone had not exhorted us to obey the gospel – ACTS 2:36-41 – Peter exhorted those gathered on Pentecost to consider the great salvation available in Jesus.

EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS EXHORTING:

1. HEARTFELT – 

a. ACTS 11:21-24 - Barnabas exhorted them to cleave to the Lord.

i. Cleave to His word – How can we be full of faith or full of the spirit if we never open his word.

ii. Cleave to study – 2 TIM. 2:15 – Study – Cleave to Prayer – 1 THESS. 5:17
iii. 1 COR. 15:58 – Be steadfast, unmovable always abounding in the work of the Lord.

b. MATT. 19:5-6 – Maybe we don’t understand what cleaving to the Lord is because we don’t really see people cleaving to their wife.

2. CONTENDER – 

a. JUDE 1-3 – Earnestly contending for the faith is something we need to be exhorted to do.

b. 2 PET. 2:1-3 – Are we willing to contend for the truth?

c. 2 THESS. 3:6-15 – Are we really contending for the faith if we allow brethren to walk disorderly among us?  Sometimes it is difficult to contend for the faith when those we care for need to be disciplined.  Sometimes contending for the faith can become very personal.

3. DECEITFUL – SIN – 

a. HEB. 3:12-13 – We need to exhort one another daily.

i. HEB. 10:23 – Exhort to hold fast to the profession of our faith.

ii. HEB. 10:24 – Exhort to love and good works.

iii. HEB. 10:25 – Exhort to not forsake the assemblies

4. OVERCOMER – 

a. ACTS 14:21-23 – We need to be exhorted to continue in the faith.  To be an overcomer.

b. REV. 2:1-7 – To him that overcomes will I give to eat of the tree of life.

c. REV. 21:7 – Final reward for overcomers.  

5. SOBERMINDED – Of sound mind, self control as defined by Vines

a. TITUS 2:6-8 – The young need to be exhorted to be sober minded.

b. 1 PET. 5:8 – Satan loves to devour youth.

c. ECCL. 12:1 – God wants us to remember him in our youth.  Dignitaries 

6. DIGNITARIES – We should be exhorted to pray for dignitaries.  I.E. – Sunday night service – prayer for President – cabinet – generals - troops

a. 1 TIM. 2:1-4 – Pray for all that are in authority.

CONCLUSION – Exhortation is something we need as Christians.  We need to be encouraged, urged forward, and admonished to live a life that shows respect for the name we wear “Christian.”  How about your life today?  Do you need to be encouraged to turn from sin and be faithful in your service to God?  If so we stand ready to aid you and assist you?

