EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS GLADNESS

ACTS 2:41-47 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The very first Christians we read about in the New Testament in the book of Acts were people who were filled with joy and gladness. – ACTS 2:41-47 – They were a people who were very appreciative of the fact they had been delivered from their sins, and they truly desired to come to a full knowledge of God’s will.  Yet we see many Christians today who do not appear to have much to rejoice about in their lives.  Today we want to study why we as Christians should be glad, rejoicing, and happy.

WHY BE GLAD: 

1. MERCY OF GOD – We need to be very excited that God choose to extend his mercy and grace to us.  Mercy – the outward manifestation of pity - Vines

a. EPH. 2:4 – God’s mercy makes his love available to us.

b. TITUS 3:3-7 – If it were not for God’s mercy we would not be saved.

c. 1 PET. 1:3 – We have hope only because of God’s mercy.

d. 1 PET. 2:10 – We are the people of God only because of his mercy.

e. HEB. 4:16 – Mercy is something God continues to extend to the Christian.

2. JUDGMENTS OF GOD – The judgments of God will come upon those who have been our enemies in this life and yet we shall be justified.

a. PSA. 9:1-8- David had gladness in his heart as he served God.

b. ROM. 2:1-11 – We should re glad to know that the God we serve is no respecter of persons.

c. JN. 5:28-29 – Glad that we serve a God who is just.

d. JN. 12:48 – Glad that we will al be judged by the same standard – his word.

3. RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD – We should be glad that the God we serve is a righteous God and worthy of praise and adoration.

a. PSA. 35:27-28 – We should be glad we serve a righteous God and speak of his righteousness all day long just as David did.

b. ROM. 3:20-26 – The righteousness of God justifies us.

c. ROM. 6:16-19 – As Christians we have chosen to become instruments of righteousness.

d. 1 TIM. 6:11 – The man of God gladly follows righteousness.

e. 2 TIM. 4:6-8 – We will gladly receive the crown of righteousness, just as Paul did.

4. WORSHIP OF GOD – We should be glad that we have the opportunity without fear of persecution or governmental interference that we have the freedom and can gather today to worship the only true and living God.

a. PSA. 122:1 – David was glad when it was time to go worship God.  How about you?  Do you dread it?  Do you begrudge the time you give to God?  

b. PSA. 104:33-35 – What is the attitude of your heart in regard to worshipping God?  Is it an attitude of gladness?

c. JN. 4:19-24 – Are we glad to have the opportunity to worship God in spirit and truth?

d. ISA. 26:8-9 – We need to be glad that salvation is made available to us and we should gladly desire to show God our love. 

CONCLUSION – As Christians we need to be reminded of the song we often sing, “Count your Blessings” and when we do we will see that we have much to rejoice and be glad about.  If you are not a Christian you can be glad that Jesus loved you – JN. 3:16 - enough to pay the price for your sins.  In the book of Acts we can see the example of those who gladly received the word of truth – ACTS 2:36-41 – You too can gladly receive this word today!
