EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS POWER

EPHESIANS 6:10 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We understand there are many people in this world who seek power and oftentimes it is for the wrong reasons.  We realize that political power is available to elected officials and sometimes they use the power they have for good and at other times they use it for greed and personal gain.  We also recognize the fact that many are independently wealthy and as a result have great financial power enough so that they can buy other companies and again this power can be used in a way that is beneficial or harmful – I.E. – Enron

Since we live along the gulf coast we also recognize the great power produced by certain weather effects – hurricanes the flooding and wind damage that come about as a result of its great power; Midwestern states - tornado alley; California – earthquakes; western states – forest fires.  

We even understand how important power is for us to continue to enjoy our current standard of living – we enjoy using the power produced by electricity, gas and water.

As Christians we must understand that we have power at our disposal of another type it is spiritual power and our spirit needs power to operate so we can walk by faith and make our goal of heaven.

EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS POWER:

1. DIVINE – We must recognize the need for divine power in our life.

a. 2 TIM. 1:8-12 – God gives us divine power because he sent Jesus to abolish death (what we deserve because of our sins) and brought life and immortality (eternal life) – JN. 10:10 – How did he bring this power of God to us?  Thru the gospel – ROM. 1:16 – The gospel is the power of God to save us as it contains the message of salvation.

b. 1 CHRON. 29:10-13 – David was a great king of Israel yet he did not exalt himself he exalted the power of God.

2. AWESOME – In Nascar the cars have an awesome amount of horsepower which produces speed which is needed to win races and as Christians we need an awesome amount of power to win our battle against Satan.

a. EPH. 6:10-12 – Awesome power is needed to win our battle against the devil. 

b. PSA. 66:1-3 – “Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth! Sing out the honor of His name; Make His praise glorious. Say to God, "How awesome are Your works! Through the greatness of Your power Your enemies shall submit themselves to You.”  NKJV

3. PERSONAL – We need personal power so our inner man can be strengthened and we can be rooted and grounded in love.

a. EPH. 3:14-20 – Paul states we can have exceeding personal power if Christ dwells in our hearts by faith.

b. 2 COR. 11:24-28 – We sometimes complain about our problems but look at what Paul faced.  How did he not get discouraged and quit?  He had the personal power of faith and Christ dwelling in him. 
4. COPING – Every Christian needs to also have the power to be able to cope with the problems of life, but often we do not use the power of the gospel to help us overcome these obstacles.

a. 2 COR. 12:7-10 – In infirmities, in reproaches, in persecutions we have the power to deal with these problems thru Christ and the gospel.

b. GAL. 2:20 – Paul certainly had coping power in his life and notice that he attributes it to – Christ.  Who do we honor with the power we have at our disposal – God or man?

5. LOVING – Is there anything stronger than the power of love? Every Christian needs the power to love especially those who are not kind to us.

a. MATT. 5:43-48 – It is easy to love those who love you but we need God’s power and the example of Christ to love our enemies.

b. ROM. 12:17-21 – Every Christian must learn to overcome evil with good. – GAL. 4:16 – Sometimes we become the enemy of others because we tell them the truth.  Even if our brethren turn their backs on us we must continue to have the proper love their souls.

6. HATING – Every Christian needs to love the truth and hate sin.

a. REV. 2:6 – They hated the deeds of the Nicolatians and vs. 15 shows that God also hated their doctrine.  Do we hate the false teaching in the religious world such as once saved always saved, or faith only. How about the false teachings entering into the church in regard to redefining what a false teacher is and trying to teach new doctrine in regard to MDR and leaving the plain teaching of Christ – MATT. 19:9; 1 COR. 6:9-11
b. JUDE 22-23 – We hate the sin that soils their garment, but yet we love them enough to strive to pull them from the fire.

7. STAYING – Every Christian needs staying power.  If all the people who had ever obeyed the gospel in the Ft. Walton Beach/ Mary Esther are were here today this building would be full.

a. COL. 2:6-10 – We must walk in Christ in order to stay in Him.

b. EPH. 5:1-11 – We must walk in love and walk as children of light and have no fellowship with unfruitful works of darkness but rather reprove them.

CONCLUSION – As Christians we have all this power at our disposal, but the question is are we using it?  If not then we have a serious energy crisis.  We will not be able to fight the good fight of faith and win because our adversary the devil will use every available resource at his disposal to get us to fall away from faithful service to God.  If you are losing the fight and you know that you are begin today relying on the power God has at your disposal to fight this good fight of faith and be victorious.

