EVIL

ROMANS 12:9 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – What is your attitude toward evil?  Are we truly shocked when we hear the profanity that pours forth from the lips of people today or do we just overlook it.  When we see people in public that are barely clothed what is our reaction.  The Bible teaches that we should abhor evil. ROM. 12:9 - Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.  An abhorrence of all that is evil is sorely missing today.  It may be due to the prevalence of all the sin in the world which constantly bombards us as Christians.  It may be because we live in such a technologically advanced society that we can literally be exposed by the mass media to all the degradation in the world.  Whatever the reason when we become desensitized to sin we are treading on dangerous ground.
GOD WANT US TO HATE SIN - 
1. DAVID DID – 

A. PSA. 119:104 – Why did David hide the word of God in his heart?  Why do need the very same thing?

B. PSA. 119:128, 136, 158, 162-163 – David detested sin and so must we

C. ACTS 13:22 – Maybe this is why God called him a man after his own heart.
D. HEB. 1:8-9 – Notice what God said about his Son – He hates lawlessness – iniquity.
2. LOT WAS TROUBLED BY OTHER’S SIN – 

A. 2 PET. 2:6-8 – Does the wickedness of our generation trouble you?  If not…if we do not care it may indeed spell trouble for us because we may tend to compare ourselves with the world and say we are not as bad as them.

B. REV. 3:14-19 – The church at Laodicea was not troubled by sin and look at what happened.  Apathy of individual Christians toward sin leads to the church being apathetic toward sin.
3. SO WHAT IS THE BIG DEAL?
A. 1 COR. 5:1-6 – A little leaven leavens the whole lump and that was happening at the church in Corinth – When we overlook sin we are playing with fire and not showing the proper compassion for those lost in sin.

B. HEB. 3:12-13 – The inspired writer tells us how our attitude toward sin is changed our heart is gradually hardened toward the deceitfulness of sin.
4. SEPARATE THE SIN FROM THE SINNER – 

A. LUKE 7:34 – We must love the sinner but hate the sin.  Jesus showed us it can be done.  He was perceived as a friend of sinners.

B. REV. 2:14-15 – He may have been perceived as a friend to sinners but he despised sin. Anything contrary to his teachings he hated.

5. DISDAIN FOR SIN MUST BE CULTIVATED – HOW?
A. PSA. 1:1-2- Limit your exposure to sin as much as possible.  Why this man is blessed is because he stays away from sin.
B. EPH. 5:3-12 – Do not be swayed to participate in or condone the sinful acts of others – I.E. Duke lacrosse team

C. EPH. 6:10-18 – We are to take up the whole armor of God so we can be protected from our adversary the devil

6. THE KEY TO SUCCESS – SEEING SIN AS GOD SEES IT
A. ROM. 6:21-23 – Sin is the enemy of salvation.  It is the enemy of life here and in eternity.

B. JN. 8:44 – Sin is the work of the devil.  Are we working for God or is the devil our Father?
C. 1 JN. 1:5 – God is light and participating in sin is living on the dark side.

D. 1 JN. 1:6-7 – Sin hinders our fellowship with God.

CONCLUSION – God wants us to separate from sin – 2 COR. 6:14-7:1 - Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will dwell in them And walk among them.I will be their God,And they shall be My people."  17 Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord.Do not touch what is unclean,And I will receive you."  18 "I will be a Father to you,And you shall be My sons and daughters,Says the LORD Almighty."  7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

The right attitude toward sin is necessary!!!

PSA. 119:104 - Through Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way. 

