EXCEPT YOU REPENT

ACTS 17:30-31 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We are in the time of the year when many people consider making changes in their lives usually in regard to goals they would like to accomplish.  It is just coincidental that the topic of our study today is repentance.  Repentance unlike resolutions are not something you do just once a year, repentance is an ongoing process – We repent before we are baptized but hopefully that is not the last time we repented, in our study today we will see what all is involved in true biblical repentance - LUKE 13:1-5 - There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And Jesus answered and said to them, "Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things? 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish." 
Let’s look at the phrase “except you repent” the basic idea of repentance is turning or changing yet that is not all that is required when one repents the biblical idea of repentance is “a heart prompted turn to God from sin.”  Jesus declares unless you repent you will perish – what is he asking of you and me?  That is our study for today – repentance.

WHAT REPENTANCE IS NOT:

1. MISCONCEPTION #1  - 
A. 2 COR. 7:10 – The number one misconception is that repentance is just being sorry for you sins.  For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.  Godly sorrow is not repentance but it produces repentance.  
B. LUKE 18:18-24 – Worldly sorrow produces death. The young ruler was sorrowful but did not repent - Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" 19 So Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. 20 You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery,' 'Do not murder,' 'Do not steal,' 'Do not bear false witness,' 'Honor your father and your mother.' " 21 And he said, "All these I have kept from my youth." 22 So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." 23 But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich. 24 And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!  What did the young rulers sorrow produce – spiritual death!!!  I.E. The prison system is filled with people who are sorry but just because they are sorry for the crime they committed does not mean they have truly reformed their lives.  They maybe sorry for numerous things – sorry they got caught, sorry they are in prison, sorry that they have hurt their family

2. MISCONCEPTION #2
A. MATT. 27:3-5 – Repentance is not just changing your mind – Did you know that Judas repented – in the sense of changing his mind - Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, was remorseful and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 saying, "I have sinned by betraying innocent blood." And they said, "What is that to us? You see to it!" 5 Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple and departed, and went and hanged himself.
B. ACTS 2:36-38 – The Jews gathered on Pentecost changed their mind – It was heartfelt but note Peter’s instructions to them. He told them to repent - "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
C. People who have had a heartfelt change of mind have not necessarily repented but these are involved in true biblical repentance
3. MISCONCEPTION #3 – Not just changing your life only – Many are now trying to change their lives thru resolutions diet, exercise, going back to school, get a higher degree, going into a new career field, move to a new location. All these change your life but this is not biblical repentance even though true repentance involves a change of life.  The Bible states that change of life is the fruit of repentance
A. MATT. 3:5-8 – John required fruits of repentance - Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him 6 and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, "Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance,
B. ACTS 26:20 – Note what Paul stated before Agrippa - but declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance. 

WHAT IS REPENTANCE? 
1. Joint venture of a number of things – I.E. – Eating – What all is included in eating – Put the food in your mouth, Chew the food, next you have to swallow the food and then it digests in your stomach now you have eaten the same is true in regard to repentance.  What is repentance? It is inclusive of godly sorrow, that produces a changed heart, a changed mind and changed action
A. LUKE 15:11-21 – Parable of the prodigal son shows us what true repentance is all about.  Verse 14-16 – He must have felt sorrow for all that he had wasted - Verse 17 – He came to himself – and it produced a change of heart and mind Verses 18-20 show he had  a change of direction – Verse 21 – Expressed sorrow to his Father  Then He said: "A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants." ' 20 And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.'
B. LUKE 3:7-8– Repentance is important because we have to repent before we are baptized without repentance baptism does not save – Note again what John said don’t just say you want to be baptized – you must repent – he calls them a brood of vipers because they had not repented. - Then he said to the multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, "Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones
C. LUKE 3:10-14 – John tells them how repentance is manifested - So the people asked him, saying, "What shall we do then?" 11 He answered and said to them, "He who has two tunics, let him give to him who has none; and he who has food, let him do likewise." 12 Then tax collectors also came to be baptized, and said to him, "Teacher, what shall we do?" 13 And he said to them, "Collect no more than what is appointed for you." 14 Likewise the soldiers asked him, saying, "And what shall we do?" So he said to them, "Do not intimidate anyone or accuse falsely, and be content with your wages."
D. 2 COR. 7:10-11 – Paul gives us a description of a penitent heart.  He observed – diligence which in this verse means an earnest effort to make amends.  - For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death. 11 For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved yourselves to be clear in this matter.  Does Paul’s description fit us.  
E. 1 COR. 6:9-11 – We have to repent just like they did - Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 

F. MATT. 21:28-31 – Parable of two sons also illustrates repentance - "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, 'Son, go, work today in my vineyard.' 29 "He answered and said, 'I will not,' but afterward he regretted it and went. 30 Then he came to the second and said likewise. And he answered and said, 'I go, sir,' but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said to Him, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you.
WHY SHOULD WE REPENT?   

1. LUKE 13:1-5 – You and me must repent or perish - They were busy trying to divert attention away from themselves – playing the blame game and this is relatively easy to do because I can always find someone worse than me.  Jesus is trying to get them to understand don’t compare yourself to others – Jesus said except you repent that is you and me - There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And Jesus answered and said to them, "Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things? 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish."  Jesus did not deny the others were sinners – he just said except you repent you will perish.  The idea of “except” is that of an ultimatum or mandatory requirement. We need to repent of lies, murders, thefts, adultery, fornication, homosexuality, extortion, covetousness, idolatry, drunkenness, uncleanness, lewdness,  sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, and such like

2. 2 PET. 3:9 – The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. Note Peter did not say baptism or belief but rather repentance.  It is my opinion that repentance is the most difficult command for men to obey because it requires us to do something very difficult – Be sorrowful toward God a godly sorrow, that produces a changed heart, a changed mind and changed action
3. LUKE 15:7 – Jesus expresses the challenge of repentance - I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance. 
CONCLUSION – Do you need to repent today?  You can cause the angels to rejoice if you need to repent and do it today.  You might say well I repented when I was baptized we hope that was not the last time you repented – if you do not repent you will perish it is an ongoing process from now till we die.
Today is the only opportunity you know you will have to repent so why not take advantage of it - 2 COR. 6:2 - or He says: "In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 

