EXCUSES OFFERED TO GOD
GENESIS 3:12-13 TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Since the beginning of time man has offered excuses to God for his sins.  It began in the garden – GEN. 3:12-13 - Then the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate." 13 And the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."
EX. 4:1, 10-14 – Moses made excuses but God did not accept them.
LUKE 14:15-24 – If we make excuses for our lack of service to God we will miss the great feast and banquet prepared for us.  Oftentimes our excuses come in the form of procrastination which is the thief of time.  Many say one of these days I am going to do such and such, but sadly for many that day never comes.  Are there excuses you offer to God in the form of procrastination?  

ONE OF THESE DAYS: 
I. I AM GOING TO GIVE UP SMOKING – 
A. 1 COR. 6:19-20 – Smoking is a nasty foul habit that is extremely harmful to the body.  Nothing good comes from smoking!!!  It harms the body and is directly connected to the diseases of lung cancer, emphysema, and heart disease.
B. 1 TIM. 4:12 – Paul was concerned with the example of Timothy and we should be concerned if we smoke with the damage it might do to an otherwise good influence.
C. MATT. 5:13-16 – If you were going to teach another person the gospel would you smoke while doing it?

II. I AM GOING TO GIVE UP DRINKING – 

A. PROV. 20:1 – Are you deceived by your drinking and you think it is not really a problem?
B. PROV.23:29-32 – Drinking has ruined and taken many lives.  It is one of our major health problems today.  

C. GAL. 5:19-21 – Drunkenness is a sin that is often pointed out in the bible.  Those who participate shall not inherit the kingdom of God, unless they repent.

D. 1 PET. 4:3 – There are a wide range of drinking practices – town drunk, one who joins in boisterous parties with drinking, one who only drinks socially and the closet drinker the one who hides it from others. 

III. I AM GOING TO BE MORE FAITHFUL – 

A. HEB. 10:25 – Christians are exhorted to not forsake the assemblies.
B. JAMES 4:17 – To know to do good and not do it is sin.  Are we seeking first the kingdom of God?

C. JN. 15:1-8 – We must be worker and bear fruit to be faithful.  God expects his people to work.

D. 1 COR. 15:58 – The work of the Lord is critical we need to get involved and stay involved.  

IV. I AM GOING TO BE BAPTIZED – 

A. MARK 16:16 – We must recognize that baptism is indeed part of God’s plan of salvation.  Why?
B. GAL. 3:26-27 – Baptism puts one into Christ and why is that important?  ACTS 4:12
C. ACTS 2:36-38 – The first gospel sermon ever preached commanded baptism when the people cried out “what shall we do.”

D. ACTS 2:41 – Those who gladly received the inspired response of Peter were baptized.

E. 1 PET. 3:21 – Peter later taught the same message in regard to baptism.

F. ACTS 22:16 – Paul was commanded to do the same thing “arise and be baptized.”
V. I AM GOING TO BE RESTORED –

A. GAL. 5:4 – We can fall from grace

B. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – It is possible to fall away and never return to the Lord and if we do so we will be lost.

C.  1 JN. 1:9 – We do not have to remain in sin we can choose to once again avail ourselves of the grace of God.
D. ACTS 8:22 – Notice what Simon was told to do “repent and pray.”

E. JAMES 5:16 – We must confess our faults to one another and to God.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you guilty of making excuses to God?

Are you procrastinating?

Do you intend to make things right with God one of these days?

Our lives are but as a vapor they appear a little while and then vanish away!!! 

Why not obey Jesus today?

