EXHORTATIONS FOR 2009
1 THESS. 4:1-8 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – God’s word is full of exhortations.  You might ask exactly what is an exhortation or what does it mean to exhort someone.   Vine’s define the verb form of the word exhort as “to call on, to entreat, to urge someone to pursue some course of conduct and it always applies to the future, to advise or warn, to propel forward to encourage morally.
The purpose of this lesson is to exhort us – to propel us forward as we begin this New Year to purse the conduct that would lead us to lives of godliness, righteousness, and holiness before our God who we serve.

EXHORTATIONS – 

I. RECOGNIZE THE VALUE OF THE SOUL – Yours first then others second. “Love your neighbor as your self”  If you love your self you will take care of your most prized possession – your soul!!!
A. MARK 8:36-37 – Do we truly understand the value of the soul? Do we recognize how much we are worth to God?   Do we value the souls of others?    In 2009 recognize you are precious to God.  Everyone needs to realize the value of souls in 2009.
B. MATT. 25:19-27 – Do not diminish your ability to do something for the Lord!!!  Knowing the value of your soul and recognizing the value of the souls of others encourage them.  Some people ask if there is something they can do?  Just look around and see the various ways we can encourage one another – assemble in 2009 this is an excellent way to stir up love and good works; words of encouragement to others – to those who teach, to those who lead singing, to those who pray, to those who are new converts; encourage those who are discouraged, listen to those who have concerns.
C. 1 PET. 4:11 – God only requires us to use the ability that he has given to us.  But he has given us all some ability!!!

II. JUDGMENT IS COMING – Will you be ready? REV. 22:20
A. HEB. 9:27 – If the judgment of God comes for you in 2009 will you be ready?

B. 1 PET. 1:16-17 – Just because we are the children of God we will not be exempt from the judgment of God and their will be no partiality with God.  Each will be judged according to their works.  So we need to be urged – exhorted to conduct our lives with godliness.

C. JN. 12:48 – We will all be judged by the same standard – the words of Christ.  Do we follow his teaching as loyal disciples or do we become negligent in our obedience of the word of the Lord.   Urge us to read our Bible thru this year.  Markers are in the back on the table in the foyer to help you accomplish this.

D. JAMES 4:13-17 – We must remember how fragile life is and how uncertain we are of the future.  

III. BE CONSCIOUS OF OUR EXAMPLE – Are we conscious of our daily example?  Or do we just go thru life not realizing the effect we have on others?
A. 1 PET. 2:21 – Who will we follow in 2009?   As Christians we should follow the Savior.  Are we going to endeavor to walk in his steps this year?  When we confessed our faith in Christ before our baptism that is exactly what we said we would do.    How are we doing?

B. MATT. 5:14-16 – What kind of light are you for Christ?  I.E. – My brother lost his cell phone while hunting.  If our light grows dim in 2009 it will make it difficult for others to see Christ living in us!!!

C. 1 THESS. 1:5-8 – What kind of example do we want the church at Mary Esther to be in this community in 2009?  Note the example set forth by the church at Thessalonica.
D. 2 TIM. 4:1-5 – To be the proper example we must preach the word and be willing to follow the truths revealed in that word no matter the cost.

IV. ENCOURAGE OTHERS – When is the last time you spoke a word to try to encourage an individual who is struggling?
A. 1 THESS. 3:1-2 – Paul realized that God’s people in Thessalonica needed to be encouraged so they would continue to grow in faith and love.

B. ACTS 15:30-31 – Encouragement was received via a letter.  We have access to mail, email, text, telephone, cell phone so there is really no excuse for not giving a word of encouragement to someone who needs it.
C. 1 THESS. 4:1 – Be willing to encourage others in regard to spiritual matters.  Encourage them in the way they ought to walk spiritually during 2009.   If we encourage someone to walk in a way that pleases God we have accomplished great good for the kingdom of God.

CONCLUSION – 

Will you allow God’s word to exhort you?

God wants you to propel forward and pursue godly conduct in 2009.

What are your goals spiritually for the New Year?

