FAITHFUL FATHERS
HEBREWS 11:6
INTRODUCTION – What standards does the world set in regard to being a good father? Educated, employed, or a good citizen – member of Rotary club etc.
Census Fatherhood Statistics

64.3 million: Estimated number of fathers across the nation 

26.5 million: Number of fathers who are part of married-couple families with their own children under the age of 18.
We can certainly see from these stats there needs to be an emphasis on the role that fathers play in regard to the family in the 21st century.

What we want to explore today is what the Bible says about not just good fathers but fathers who are faithful to God.   Text – HEB. 11:6 – We must understand we cannot be the father that God desires for us to be without faith.

The purpose of our lesson today is to look at what the bible says about faithful fathers.
FAITHFUL FATHERS:

I. FAITHFUL TO GOD – 
A. GEN. 22:1-11 – Abraham was considered the greatest father in the Old Testament. Why? He was willing to put God first, even above his family.

B. MATT. 22:36-39 – Faithful fathers will love God with all their heart, soul, and mind.  This is more than just an acknowledgement that he exists, but that they will truly strive to seek his kingdom first in their lives.  MATT. 6:33
C. JN. 15:8-10 – A faithful father will not just be all talk and no action.  He will bear fruit for the Lord.

D. LUKE 15:18-24 – A faithful father will be compassionate with the mistakes, sins, and errors of others because he knows the God he serves is compassionate and forgives his shortcomings.

E. COL. 3:17 – The faithful father will seek the authority of Christ in everything he does.

II. FAITHFUL TO HIS WIFE – 

A. GEN. 2:24-25 – Leave and cleave.  Marriage is not for those who are not ready to leave their father or mother.

B. PROV. 5:15-18 – A faithful father will rejoice with the wife of his youth.  Not just during the child bearing years and once the kids are grown and gone the marriage is over.

C. PROV. 18:22 – If you have found a good thing then be faithful.

D. PROV. 31:10 – Who can find a virtuous wife?  Rubies are precious gems that need to be carefully guarded and treated with care.

E. 1 COR. 7:1-3 – Husbands need to be faithful to meet all the needs of their wife. Sexual fidelity is a must!!!

III. FAITHFUL TO HIS CHILDREN – 

A. PSA. 127:3-5 – First as a father we need to understand that children are a gift from God a true blessing that we do not need to take for granted.

B. EPH. 6:4 – Fathers have an important responsibility placed on them by God.  We need fathers today who truly realize the value of the soul that has been placed in their charge.
C. PROV. 13:1 – Fathers need to be sure their children receive the proper instructions so they have the chance to be wise.  I.E. – The importance of spiritual over educational.  Multiplication or books of the Bible? 

D. PROV. 3:12 – Fathers must be willing to correct their children when they need correcting.  Instill values of honesty, integrity, being truthful, and yes learning how to pitch in and help out with chores at home.  Teach them to “honor your father and mother” – MARK 7:10.  Do not allow children to be disrespectful without their being some form of correction.   Nip it in the bud!
E. EZK. 18:20 – A faithful father will teach his children about responsibility for their decisions, their choices, and their sin.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you a faithful father?

The world needs more faithful fathers!!!
