FALSE STANDARDS OF AUTHORITY

MATT. 17:1-5 (TEXT)

INTRODUCTION – during the past few weeks we have been studying about the subject of authority, man’s need for it. The source of authority in matters of religion is Christ and His holy word –

 MATT. 17:1-5 – Behold this is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased hear ye Him.   God wants us to hear Jesus.  It is his advice that we should heed because he has all authority. -

 MATT. 28:18 – All power and authority has been given to him

COL. 3:17 – The apostle Paul recognized the need for this authority

JAMES 1:21-25  - God’s word contains the authoritative word of Christ, it is to be our standard of authority

1 PET. 4:11 – We are not interested in what man has to say, but rather in what God has to say

Still there are many people in the world today who do not use the word of God as their standard of authority.  Instead they use false standards of authority.  We want to examine some of these false standards in this lesson.

The first standard of authority we want to examine is:

1) THINK – SO’S - ISA. 55:8-9 – The word of God says my thoughts are not his

Thoughts

       EXAMPLE – Apostle Paul – ACTS 26:9
       Words of Christ – MATT. 7:21-23
2) FEELINGS – PROV.3:5 – Trust in the Lord not in feelings.  We cannot rely

on feelings to know we are saved

EXAMPLE – Phillipian jailor, almost committed suicide based on feelings – 

ACTS 16:25-28

3) REASONING – PROV. 14:12 – There is a way that seems right unto a man 

EXAMPLE – Don’t have to be baptized to be saved – MARK 16:15-16, 

1 PET. 3:21

4) TRADITIONS  - MATT.15: 1-3 – Many people today transgress the

 
      commandment of God because of tradition.  


      EXAMPLE – Sprinkling for baptism – ROM. 6:3-5 – Notice the plain

            teachings of the Bible, and look at the Bible record – ACTS 8:35-39

5) MAN”S WISDOM - Many rely on man’s wisdom as their standard of

Authority – 1 COR. 1:18-25 – True wisdom comes from God

JAMES 3:13-18 – If we want to be wise build on the rock – MATT. 7:24-27

6) MAJORITY RULE – MATT. 7:13-14 – We don’t need to believe that the

 
      majority is always right – EX. 32:1-3 


      EXAMPLE – The majority believe you don’t have to be in the church to be

 
      saved – ACTS 2:47
7) PARTIAL TRUTH – JN. 8:32 – The truth will set you free, GAL. 1:6-9 –
 
      Paul warned the Galatians to not pervert the gospel


      EXAMPLE – Rat Poison – 98% good food – 2% poison – its that 2% that kills

            the rats.


      MATT. 15:7-9 – We cannot twist the truth to suit us


      ACTS 20:26-27 – Paul declares that he declared the whole truth, not just part 

            it, the whole counsel of God is needed to be set free from sin – JN. 17:17
8) PARENTS OPINION – Well if it was good enough for my Mom and Dad it

      is good enough for me.  

      EXAMPLE – Voting D/R

      EPH. 6:1-4 – We must obey our parents, as long as their instructions are in

      accordance with God’s word – What if your parents were of the opinion that

      you should steal / sell drugs. EPH. 4:28 – what is the standard of authority, it

      must be the word of God for Christ taught – MATT. 10:34-38
9) PREACHERS OPINION – Why do you believe as you do? Well my

       preacher told me that is what the Bible says.

      It is fine to listen to the preacher and apply lessons to your life after you have

      examined them to make sure they are in accord with the will of God – 

      EXAMPLE – Bereans –ACTS 17:11
      Why is this so important?  2 JN 9-11 – Because when we go beyond the 

      doctrine of Christ we have not God

      2 TIM. 4:1-5 – Preachers are to preach the word of God not their opinion

     If any man teaches a different doctrine and consents not to the sound doctrine

     the Bible tells us the action we should take – 1TIM. 6:3-5 

CONCLUSION - Why is it important that we follow the word of God explicitly – ROM. 1:16 – It alone has the power to save man, it alone points out that salvation is available in Christ – ACTS 4:12
