FEELINGS

EPHSIANS 4:17-19 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – What do people say about feelings today?  Let your conscience be your guide, if it feels good do it, but what does the Bible say? EPH. 4:17-19 - This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardening of their heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness
Notice the position the Gentiles who had refused to obey the gospel had chosen.  They were ignorant, hardened heart, and lewd.  This was there condition because they were past feeling which literally means they had become apathetic and ceased to care. Immorality no longer smarted their conscience.  In fact they were so desensitized that they rationalized their sinfulness as acceptable behavior.
This is why the study of our feelings is an important subject.

OUR FEELINGS:
1. WHAT ARE OUR “FEELINGS”?
A. JN. 5:10-16 – Feelings are our sensitivity to whatever is under consideration – Notice the feelings of the Jews in regard to the Sabbath - The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, "It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your bed." 11 He answered them, "He who made me well said to me, 'Take up your bed and walk.' " 12 Then they asked him, "Who is the Man who said to you, 'Take up your bed and walk'?" 13 But the one who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a multitude being in that place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, "See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you." 15 The man departed and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 16 For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him, because He had done these things on the Sabbath.
B. GEN. 37:29-35 – Our feelings may be right or wrong - Then Reuben returned to the pit, and indeed Joseph was not in the pit; and he tore his clothes. 30 And he returned to his brothers and said, "The lad is no more; and I, where shall I go?" 31 So they took Joseph's tunic, killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the tunic in the blood. 32 Then they sent the tunic of many colors, and they brought it to their father and said, "We have found this. Do you know whether it is your son's tunic or not?" 33 And he recognized it and said, "It is my son's tunic. A wild beast has devoured him. Without doubt Joseph is torn to pieces." 34 Then Jacob tore his clothes, put sackcloth on his waist, and mourned for his son many days. 35 And all his sons and all his daughters arose to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted, and he said, "For I shall go down into the grave to my son in mourning." Thus his father wept for him.
C. GEN. 45:25-28 – Despite what Jacob felt Joseph was still alive - Then they went up out of Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to Jacob their father. 26 And they told him, saying, "Joseph is still alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt." And Jacob's heart stood still, because he did not believe them. 27 But when they told him all the words which Joseph had said to them, and when he saw the carts which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived. 28 Then Israel said, "It is enough. Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see him before I die." 

D. ROM. 3:3-4 – How we feel about a matter does not determine the validity of the position - For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect? 4 Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. 
2. GOD’S WORD OVER RULES OUR “FEELINGS” 

A. JN. 17:17 – Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth - God’s word is truth.  If our feelings conflict with God’s word then our feelings are wrong.
B. MATT. 4:1-11 – Did Jesus use his feelings to fight the temptation of Satan. No, he used the word of God which is very thing we are instructed to use if we are to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

a. EPH. 6:17 - And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;
C. ROM. 6:17 – God’s word when it is obeyed will save a soul from death – Notice Paul does not say they obeyed their feelings - But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.
3. FEELINGS WE OUGHT TO HAVE AS CHRISTIANS – 

A. ACTS 17:26 – Do we truly feel a need for God? - And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His offspring.
B. JN. 12:46-50 – Feel a deep and abiding respect for God’s word - I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness. 47 And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him--the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. 49 For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak. 50 And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak." 

C. 2 TIM. 4:6-8- Do I possess a great desire to go to heaven? - For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

D. ROM. 14:12 - A keen sense of personal responsibility. - So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. 

a. 2 COR. 5:10 - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
4. FEELINGS CHRISTIANS SHOULD NOT HAVE – 

A. MATT. 6:25-32 - Undue anxiety, why should we worry? - "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 28 So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 "For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.
B. JN. 6:66-68 - Self sufficiency – We must watchful because we can easily become filled with pride - From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. 67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, "Do you also want to go away?" 68 But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
a. REV. 3:17 – What did they Laodicieans feel about their condition? Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'--and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked-- 
C. 1 COR. 10:12 – Feeling of invincibility - Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 
a. ROM. 12:15-16 – Paul instructs the Roman brethren - Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.
b. PROV. 26:12 - Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him. 
CONCLUSION – 

There is great danger in following our feelings when they are wrong!

There is great danger in going contrary to our feelings when they agree with the word of God and we know they are right!

If we persistently reject that which we know is right it cause us to become calloused.

Do not reject God today – Obey the gospel!!!
