FELLOWSHIP IN THE LOCAL CHURH
INTRODUCTION – What do you think of when you hear the word fellowship?  Often we get the same view of this word as is held in the world.  We think of coffee and doughnuts, fellowship halls, and food being served.  This is a great misconception as the word is never used to refer to these type of things in the scripture it always has reference to the sharing of things that are spiritual in nature not physical.

In this lesson we will define fellowship and then look at two types of fellowship spoken of in the Bible and then determine how fellowship in the local church is established, how it is maintained and how it can be severed.

Let’s begin by looking at some facts: 
FELLOWSHIP is from the Greek word (koinonia), which means ... Communion, a sharing; a having in common; giving a share, receiving a share, sharing.”

CHURCH is from the Greek word (Ekkiesia) ... (ek) – “out of"; (kiesia) – “a calling” “A called out group; an assembly.”
However, it should be noted that FELLOWSHIP is used in TWO senses in the New Testament:

First, it is used in the UNIVERSAL sense ...

MATT. 16:18 – And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
HEB. 12:22-23 – But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,  23. To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 
Second, it is used in the LOCAL sense ...

1 COR. 1:2 – Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:
PHIL. 1:1 – Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:
COL. 1:2 – To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
We can conclude that FELLOWSHIP IN THE LOCAL CHURCH is the sharing of spiritual matters between Christians of a local group.

1. UNIVERSAL FELLOWSHIP is of divine origin and is ESTABLISHED when God adds those to the CHURCH who respond to the call of the gospel ... 
A. ACTS 18:1 – After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth;
B. ACTS 18:4 – And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.
C. ACTS 18:8 – And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.
D. 1 COR. 1:9 – God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
E. FELLOWSHIP IS ESTABLISHED
2. UNIVERSAL FELLOWSHIP is MAINTAINED by God, who has promised to be our Father as long as we walk with Him ... 
A. 1 JN.  1:5-7 – This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  6. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  7. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
B. FELLOWSHIP IS MAINTAINED
C. Doctrinal correctness is involved in our MAINTAINING fellowship with God ...
i. 2 JN. 9 – Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.
D. Moral Purity is involved in our MAINTAINING fellowship with God ... EPH. 5:3-8 – But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints;  4. Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.  5. For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  6. Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.  7. Be not ye therefore partakers with them
E. Since this UNIVERSAL FELLOWSHIP is of divine origin, only God can SEVER it ...
i. ISA. 59:1-2 – Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:  2. But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 

ii. ROM. 11:22 – Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off
iii. REV. 2:5 – Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.
F. When we speak of withdrawing FELLOWSHIP, we do not speak of the UNIVERSAL kind.  Only God is in control of this kind ...
i. ROM. 8:35-39 – Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36. As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  37. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  38. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,  39. Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
3. LOCAL FELLOWSHIP is ESTABLISHED when a local church acting under the guidance of God’s Word, receives one who has presented him/her self for MEMBERSHIP ...
A. ACTS 9:26-28 – And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple.  27. But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.  28. And he was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem.
B. FELLOWSHIP IS ESTABLISHED
i. All Christians need to JOIN themselves to a local church.  It IS a scriptural term!

ii. However, just because someone claims to be a Christian and seeks to JOIN him/her self to a congregation, does not obligate the LOCAL CHURCH to accept him without examination. 

C. There WERE false brethren in New Testament times and there ARE false brethren today ... 
D. GAL. 2:4 – And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:
E. 2 PET. 2:1 – But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
F. 1 JN. 4:1 – Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.
G. ACTS 9:26 – And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple.  The CHURCH at Jerusalem thought Paul was of this number ...
H. The LOCAL CHURCH needs to investigate all prospective members ...
i. 2 COR. 3:1 – Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we, as some others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of commendation from you?
ii. ROM. 16:1-2 –  I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea:  2. That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of you: for she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself also.
iii. 2 TIM. 4:14-15 – Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works:  15. Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words.
I. Once LOCAL FELLOWSHIP is established, it is MAINTAINED by our walking together in the light or divine guidance of God's word ...
i. ACTS 2:42 – And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

ii. 1 COR. 1:10 – Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
iii. EPH. 4:1-3 –  I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,  2. With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;  3. Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
J. FELLOWSHIP SEVERED - If the individual will not be led by God's Word, then FELLOWSHIP extended by the LOCAL CONGREGATION is to be SEVERED ...
i. ROM. 16:17 – Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.
ii. 1 COR. 5:11 – But  now  I  have  written  unto  you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.
iii. 2 THESS. 3:6 – Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.
K. PERVERSIONS OF LOCAL FELLOWSHIP - Since FELLOWSHIP in the LOCAL CHURCH is based on HUMAN understanding, judgment, and decisions concerning divine instruction, there will be room for HUMAN ERROR. We will notice FOUR PERVERSIONS of local church fellowship in the New Testament ...
i. The church at Jerusalem had REJECTED one that God ACCEPTED ... ACTS 9:26 – And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple.
ii. John condemned Diotrephes for REJECTING those who God ACCEPTED ... 3 JN. 9-10 – I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not.  10. Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.
iii. The church at Corinth ACCEPTED those who God had REJECTED ... 1 COR. 5:1-6 – It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife.  2. And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you.  3. For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed,  4. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ,  5. To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.  6. Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?
iv. John advised the church NOT TO RECEIVE those whom God had REJECTED ... 2 JN. 9-11 – Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.  10. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:  11. For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

CONCLUSION –

 If YOUR desire is to ESTABLISH a relationship with God in His church ... 
OBEY THE GOSPEL! 
If YOUR desire is to MAINTAIN a relationship with God in His church and not be SEVERED ... 
SERVE GOD FAITHFULLY IN A LOCAL CHURCH!
DO NEITHER AND YOU WILL BE LOST!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
