FISHERS OF MEN

MATTHEW 4:17-19 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In the text Jesus said he would make them fishers of men.  We will be having a meeting in just a couple of weeks the purpose of this meeting is not only to edify the members of this congregation but to also allow others in this community who have not heard the gospel before to hear it proclaimed in it’s simplicity.  We just as Peter and Andrew need to become fishers of men.  In order to become an effective fisherman there are many things we must learn.

In order to be a successful fisherman you must:

1. GO TO THE FISH -  You can’t catch fish at home. You can watch Bill Dance and Roland Martin all you want but you will not catch any fish until you GO!  

A. Jesus realized this – MATT. 17:27 – Where did Jesus send Peter?  To the sea, you must go to the fish.  We realize that many fisherman make special plans when they leave home and “go fishing” to their special fishing hole or favorite spot that they know has an abundance of fish.

B. The same principle applies if we are to be successful fishers of men – We must “GO” – LUKE 14:16-24 – Jesus teaches we must go out into the hedges and highways and compel them to come in that his house might be full.  The word compel does not mean to bring them in against their will, but rather shows the urgency of us going and taking action.

C. This is in harmony with what Jesus instructed his apostles to do in what we know as the great commission – MARK 16:15-16 – “Go into all the world”  - MATT. 28:18-20 – “Go ye therefore and teach all nations”

2. THE DESIRE TO CATCH FISH – It would be hard to imagine a man walking to the lake with his fishing pole in hand and all the while he is on his way he is saying, “ I don’t really care if I catch any fish today. Or saying well, the fish probably are not biting anyway.   

A. This person has no real desire to catch fish – Notice those whom Jesus called to be fishers of men – JN. 1:35-42 – What was the desire of Andrew?  To find his brother Peter and tell him the good news – they had found the Messiah, and then he brought him to Jesus.  Andrew desired for Peter to know Christ.  If we are to be effective fishers of men we must have the desire to catch.  

B. Note the attitude of the apostle Paul – ROM. 10:1-3 – His desire for Israel was that they might be saved.  

C. The desire to catch fish is contagious – JN. 21:3 – Peter was ready to go fishing and the other disciples were ready to go with him.  The point is if we desire to be fishers of men it can cause others to want to go fishing with us also.

3. Another factor involved in becoming a fisher of men is to:  USE THE RIGHT BAIT -  All fisherman realize that certain types of bait are needed to catch certain kinds of fish – Worms, crickets, minnows, shrimp, squid etc.  If I am to be a fisher of men I must use the bait given to us by God to draw men to him.

A. What is the bait that draws men to God – God lures men to him by the gospel – ROM.1:14-17 – The gospel is the power of God to save.

B. JN. 6:44-45 – In order to come to the father we must hear and learn of him

C. 1 COR. 1:18-21 – In order for the gospel to save it must be proclaimed.  The death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ must be preached.  That his blood was shed to purchase the church.

D. Philip the Evangelist – Look at what he taught – ACTS 8:12 – 

E. When the gospel was proclaimed let’s notice what people were instructed to do – Believe – ACTS 16:31-33

Repent – ACTS 17:30-31

Confess – ACTS 8:37

Baptized – ACTS 22:16, ROM. 6:3-6, GAL. 3:26-27 – After Paul became a Christian what did he teach as the things necessary to obey the first principles.  He did not teach anything different than he had obeyed. Paul became a fisher of men and realized the importance of using the right bait.

4. Also in ordr to be an effective fisher of men we must:  SOMETIMES BE QUIET –  All fishermen realize that sometimes silence is indeed golden, fish just want bite if you make to much noise.

A. Good fishers of men also realize this is true in conjunction with winning souls – 1 PET. 3:1-2 – Many people will not agree to study the word of God with you and sometimes it is best to not be preaching to them, but rather to quietly be faithful and diligent in your service unto the Lord. 

B. Many times the power of a Godly example has crushed the skeptical heart of an unbelieving husband and as a result of this powerful example set by the wife he obeys the gospel. The same holds true with friends, relatives, or neighbors we are trying to convert – MATT, 5:13-16 – Jesus is declaring the awesome power of a Godly example before men.

5. Also in order to be a fisherman you must:  BE PATIENT -  

A. LUKE 5:1-5 – They had fished all night and caught nothing, but nevertheless they did not become discouraged and quit – I would have quit fishing long ago if I got discouraged just because I did not catch any fish.  

B. Many Christians become discouraged to the point that they quit serving God faithfully – 2 TIM. 4:6-8 – Paul did not give up and neither should we.

C. How can a person fish and not catch a thing yet still be excite the next time he gets the opportunity to go fishing? – He considers fishing a joy, he enjoys it! Jesus went fishing for men because he considered it a joy – HEB. 12:1-3, LUKE 19:10 – Jesus came to seek and save the lost, as his disciples what are we doing?  Have we been fishing lately?      

