FIVE WAYS WE DISOBEY GOD

1 JOHN 3:4 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – 

We must first understand that disobedience to God is called sin in the Bible – 1 JN. 3:4 – “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.”  

You might say well I thought sin fell into two general categories and it does: 1.  Sins of omission – Things we leave undone, that we know we should do – JAMES 4:17 – “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not to him it is sin.”  

There are actually many ways that you can commit sin under these two general headings, but today we want to open our Bible and study 5 specific ways that we disobey God. 

1. FORBIDDEN – 

A. Men can choose to disobey God by doing things that God has expressly forbidden in His word.  – LEV. 5:17 – Things are forbidden by commands and these are not to be done.

B. We need to take heed to the warnings of God given to us through His word by way of commandments – DEUT. 4:23-24 – Did they follow the advise of Moses – NO- 1 KINGS 11:1-11 - Solomon introduced idolatry because of the influence of his foreign wives, which led to the division of the kingdom.  The divided kingdoms went deeper into idolatry being led by Jereboam over the northern kingdom of the 10 tribes, and he set up golden calves in Dan and Bethel – 1 KINGS 12:26-31 
C. Many people think that all the things forbidden are in the Old Testament – the “thou shall nots” but God still forbids many things in the New Testament by express commands –

1.) ROM.6:1-2 – God forbids us as his children to continue to live

   in sin

2.) MATT. 7:1-5 – We are forbidden by God to judge the motives of men as if we can read their minds and discern their hearts, even though the scriptures tell us in JN. 7:24 – “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.”  – The teaching is for us to not judge hypocritically. – JAMES 4:11-12 – I.E. – “I know he did that because he hates me.

2. GO BEYOND – 

A. PROV. 30:6 – “Add thou not unto his words unless he reprove the and thou be found a liar.” – Adding to God’s word will not go unpunished. God through Moses exhorted Israel to obey the Lord – DEUT. 4:1-2 – To abide by God’s word gives us life.  If you add to God’s word you have gone beyond the truth.

B. We cannot go beyond that which is written – 1 COR. 4:6 – “And these things, brethren, have I transferred to myself and to Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written. That no one of you be puffed up for one against another.” 

C. If we go beyond that which is written we have no fellowship with God – 2 JN. 9-11 – “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.  If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”
D. Notice what Balaam said when Balak the King of the Moabites wanted Balaam to curse Israel – NUM.22:18 -  “If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold. I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord my God to do less or more.” Also notice Ezra the Scribes attitude toward God’s word – EZRA 7:23 – “Whatsoever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be diligently done for the house of the God of heaven: for why should there be wrath against the realm of the king and his sons?”  Notice he wanted it done diligently or exactly – I.E. – Singing – 

1.) EPH. 5:19 -  “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;”
2.) COL 3:16 – “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”
3.)  1 COR. 14:15 – “What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.”
4.) HEB 2:12 – “Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.”
5.) HEB 13:15 – “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.”
6.) JAMES 5:13 – “Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.”
7.) MATT. 26:30 – “And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.”
3. REFUSAL – 

A. JER. 13:9-11 – God was not happy with Judah and Israel as they refused to hear him.

B. HEB. 12:25 – “See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven:” – He will not be happy with us if we refuse to hear his son.”
C. I.E. – Discipline the disorderly and withdraw from them - 2 THESS.3:6 – “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.”
D. There is a reason why we must do this – 1 COR.5:5-7 – If action is not taken the church may become indifferent and rebellious.  Also God wants the church to be pure – EPH. 5:25-27 – Notice the effect of discipline in the early church – ACTS 5:11-14 – I.E. – Ananias and Sapphira - The church grew! 

4. IGNORE – 

A. Jews ignored the righteousness of God – ROM. 10:1-3 – “Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.”
B. Many Christians ignore the fact that God desires us to keep our lives pure and our actions above reproach that we might be blameless – PHIL. 2:12-16 – 
C. Many Christians also ignore their responsibility to teach – 2 TIM. 2:2 –“And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”
D. Sometimes we have those who are members of the body of Christ who choose to ignore what God’s word plainly teaches – 1 TIM. 5:16 – “If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed.”  Somehow brethren ignore this and go about to establish their own righteousness.

5. PRESUMPTION – 

A. David wanted to be kept from sinning presumptuously – PSA. 19:13 – “Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.”
B. Example – Presumptuous sin – 1 COR. 16:1-2 -  “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.” – God has commanded a freewill offering of the saints on the 1st day of the week.  Man has presumed it will be ok with God to introduce the pledge system, pie suppers, bingo games, and various other man made schemes to make money.

C. Notice the end of the presumptuous – 2 PET. 2:9-10 – “The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished: But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.”
CONCLUSION – We have studied from God’s word 5 ways people disobey God, and we need to be exhorted to be faithful unto God and obey the voice of Jesus Christ his Son in all things – HEB. 5:8-9 - “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;”
If we disobey God his punishment will come upon us – ROM. 2:8-9 – “But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile;”
Why not obey God today?  If you are not a Christian you can become one, Jesus can become the author of your eternal salvation if you obey him.

If you are a Christian, but you have disobeyed God by the life you are now living – Repent – confess – ask God to forgive you – we will pray for you and with you.

