FOLLOWING CHRIST AT A DISTANCE

LUKE 22:54 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – 

Many people in the world today are willing to verbally express the thought that they are Christians, yet they are not willing to truly be a disciple of Christ, which means to be a follower and learner of him.

When we become a Christian the scriptures say certain things take place:

ROM. 6:4 - Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

2 COR. 5:17 - Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 
MATT. 4:19 - And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.  When choosing his disciples he instructed Peter and Andrew to follow him.  The question that must be answered is, “How close does one have to be to God to follow him?”  

Jesus Answer – LUKE 9:23 - And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.  

How close are you to Christ?

Are we like Peter and following Christ at a distance?

Can we follow Christ at a distance and be pleasing to him?

In our lesson today we want to examine the story of a man who did follow at a distance (Peter) and then see if we can come up with the answers to these questions.

CAN WE FOLLOW AT A DISTANCE?

1. PETER’S CONFESSION TO CHRIST – 

a. MATT. 16:13-16 – At Caesarea Philippi

b. During the Last Supper – 

i. MATT. 26:33-35 – Peter states he would never be offended or stumble.  So said they all.

ii. MARK 14:29-31 – Peter said he would die with Christ. So said they all.

iii. LUKE 22:33 – Ready to go to prison and death

iv. JOHN 13:37 – That he would lay down his life for him.

c. Seriousness of a confession – As Christians have we made a confession of Christ

i. ECCL. 5:2-5 – When we confess Christ we are making a vow to God that we will follow him and heed his instructions in all things- worship, work and life as a Christian.

ii. LUKE 6:46 – Our confession is made to God – so why call him Lord and do not the things, which I say.  (Lord I will follow you anywhere but do not ask me to give up improper language, social drinking, dancing, gambling, immodesty – You see we really want to follow Christ at a distance.

2. CHRIST PREDICTS PETER’S FALL – 

a. MATT. 26:30-31; MARK 14:27 – All will be offended – the sheep will scatter.

b. LUKE 22:31-32 – Satan’s desire for Peter and Christ prayer for him

c. 1 PET. 5:8 – Satan desires to devour us also.

d. JOHN 13:36-38 – Peter wanted to follow but he failed and Christ predicted it would happen.

3. PETER’S PROBLEM – 

a. Tug of war between Christ and Satan – Conscience says Christ but fear says Satan.

i. MATT. 12:30 – “He that is not with me is against me…”
ii. MATT. 6:24 – “No man can serve two masters…”  Half-way is no way!

b. His decision – Compromise – Follow him, but follow him from afar!

i. Partial service is no service – REV. 3:15-16 – We cannot follow God with one foot in the church and the other foot in the world!

ii. LUKE 10:26-28 - All or nothing to inherit eternal life.

4. RESULT OF PETER’S DECISION – 

a. He followed – but from afar!  How far was he?  God knows! It is not measured by feet or distance but by our attitude - 

i. MATT. 15:8-9 – Near to God with their mouth but their heart was far from God.

ii. JOHN 4:24 – Do we worship with the right attitude?

b. Lost the zeal of his confession - 

i. MATT. 16:13-16 – Where is the faith he had previously displayed?

ii. JOHN 13:37- Where is the loyalty he had when he vowed lay down his life for Christ.

c. Peter was with the wrong crowd – 

i. LUKE 22:54-55 – He warmed himself at the devil’s fire.

ii. 1 COR. 15:33 – “Be not deceived: Evil companionships corrupt good morals.” ASV
iii. 1 THESS. 5:22 – “Abstain from all appearance (every form) of evil.”
d. Peter’s attitude – 

i. JOHN 18:17 – Cold and indifferent – “I am not” one of his disciples.

ii. MATT. 26:69-75 – Lies, swears and curses

5. PETER’S REDEMPTION – 

a. LUKE 22:32 – Peter did turn again back to the Lord.

b. LUKE 22:61-62 – He remembered the word of the Lord and wept bitterly.

c. MATT. 27:1-5- Contrast Peter with Judas

d. JOHN 20:3-8 – Peter was the first to enter the tomb of Jesus.

e. ACTS 2:36-38 – First to preach the gospel to the Jews

f. ACTS 10:34-35 – First to preach to the Gentiles

CONCLUSION – Did Peter create problems for himself by following Jesus from afar?  We must not follow from afar but closely follow the pattern revealed for us in the bible as it declares to us what life is all about – ECCL. 12:13 – HEB. 5:8-9 –When we are “afar” Satan can and will work on our hearts and will try to lead us farther away from God – JAMES 4:7-8 – “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 0

