FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST

PHIL. 1:20-21 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In this lesson we will explore the true reasons for living.  Paul states for him to live is Christ what all does living for Christ involve.

LIVING FOR CHRIST:

1. LIVING WITH LOVE – We must have love in our life in order to truly live for Christ.

a. MATT. 22:34-40 – Jesus taught that to love is the greatest commandment.  It is probably tone of the most difficult commands for us to obey because it involves us putting other ahead of ourselves.

b. JN. 14:15, 21 – Love is not just something we verbalize to one another it is something we do. – 1 JN. 5:3
c. 1 JN. 4:7-8 – God is love and how did He express that love to us. JN. 3:16 – God so loved that He gave – love is giving.

d. 1 JN. 3:17-18 – We do not need to shut up our bowels of compassion from our fellow man.  Love must be accompanied by deeds.  REV. 2:18-19 – God knew their works and charity doe he know ours today?

2. LIVING BY TRUTH – We must be guided by truth in order to please Christ.

a. JN. 14:6 – Jesus said “I am the way, the truth and the life no man cometh to the Father but by me.”
b. JN. 17:17-21 – We are sanctified by the truth, which is the word of God.  In order for the world to believe that Jesus is the Christ we must follow the truth.

c. 3 JN. 2-4 – How are we walking?  Is it according to truth?

d. JN. 8:32 – Do we truly want to be free in this world? Then we must follow the truth as laid out for us so clearly in the word of God.

3. LIVING WITH THANKSGIVING – Do we live each day being thankful for what God has done for us?

a. LUKE 17:11-18 – Often we are like the nine lepers who did not return to thank the Lord for what he has done for us.

b. 1 THESS. 5:18 – As Christians we should be a thankful people.

c. PHIL. 4:4-6 – Rejoice and be thankful.

d. PSALMS 100:1-5 – Serve, worship and praise Him with thanksgiving because the Lord is good.

4. LIVING WITH FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS – Christ does not want us to live in sin and that is why he made the forgiveness of our sins possible.

a. 2 TIM. 2:10 – Salvation is available only in Christ.

b. LUKE 19:10 – Jesus came to seek and save the lost.

c. ROM. 5:6-8 – Christ died for us.

d. ROM. 3:23 – He died for you and he died for me because we are all sinners.

e. We need to hear what Jesus says we have to do to be saved:

i. JN. 8:24 – If we choose to not believe in Jesus we will not obtain the forgiveness of our sins.

ii. LUKE 13:3 – If we choose to not turn from our sin and turn to Jesus we will die in our sins.

iii. MATT. 10:32-33 – If we choose to not confess his name and pledge our allegiance to him before men our sins cannot be removed.

iv. MARK 16:15-16 – If we choose to not believe and be baptized we will be condemned because we are still in our sins.

CONCLUSION – Are we truly living for Jesus?  I cannot live for Christ and not have obtained the forgiveness of my sins. Maybe at one time you were living for Jesus but now you have become unfaithful in your service to the Lord – then repent today.  2 COR. 6:2 – “Behold now is the accepted time behold now is the day of salvation.”
