FOR ME TO LIVE IS…

PHIL. 1:20-21 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – If I fill in the blanks for me to live is …….  What is my answer?  The scriptures confirm what the apostle Paul thought.  For him to live is Christ, but can we truly say the same is true with you and with me today.

We are going to look at some poor reasons for living, but reasons many would give if they answered truthfully.

POOR REASONS: 

1. BE RICH – Some can never seem to get enough of the riches of this world.

a. PROV. 22:1- Many would choose riches over a good name. I.E. – The Enron scandal.

b. MATT. 6:24-31- Jesus says take no thought (eat, drink, clothed) but the problem is that is all some think about.

c. MATT. 19:16-22 – What did the rich young ruler trust – God or his riches?  Note vs. 23 – It is hard because they trust in riches not God.  Can we be rich and serve God? – 1 TIM. 6:17-19
2. BE POPULAR - Some just want to be accepted and will do anything for that to happen.

a. JAMES 4:4 – If we are the friends of the world we are the enemy of God.

b. 1 COR. 15:33 – “Be not deceived evil companions corrupt good morals.”
c. 1 THESS. 5:21-22 – Sometimes the form of evil we must abstain from comes from the friends we surround ourselves with.

3. BE SMART – Some just want to absorb all the knowledge this old world can provide.  Self-reliance is preached today in academic circles.  Be an independent thinker do not rely on books such as the Bible for a crutch and if you do you are viewed as intellectually inferior.

a. ECCL. 1:12-17 – Solomon said wisdom is vanity, vexation, and folly, and in seeking after it is grief.

b. PROV. 3:5-7 – Solomon said do not trust in yourself but in God.

c. PROV. 14:12 – There is a way that seems right to man but notice where it ends up.

4. BE PHYSICALLY FIT – These types of people have a God they worship and it is their own body.

a. 1 TIM. 4:7-8 – Any thing we do by way of exercise will profit us but we must realize there is something that we can exercise (Godliness) that will profit us eternally.

b. 1 COR. 6:19-20 – The most important thing about our physical body is that it houses our soul.

c. MATT. 16:24-26 – Jesus posed the question, “What are we profited if we gain the whole world and lose our own soul.”

5. BE POWERFUL – Power hungry people are dangerous as history proves. – I.E. – Hitlers, Mussolinis, Stalins and now Sadaam Hussien.  People are tyrants toward their own people because of power.

a. 3 JN. 9-11 – Diotrephes loved the preeminence ( being first, having power and authority).

b. MATT. 20:20-22 – She asked for powerful positions for her sons, and it is sad to say but we do have some today vying for power and position in the church, which Christ built.  Note vs. 26 –To be great – serve others.

c. ROM. 1:16 – I have no power to save the lost.  I can only be used as an instrument to teach the truth the power is in the gospel not man.

6. JUDGE OTHERS – I want to be the appointed faultfinder for everyone and just let them know real quickly if they are not measuring up to my standards.

a. MATT. 7:1-5 – We need to be careful when it comes to judging others.  If we see our brother has a fault then we need to go to him privately and discuss the matter.  No one enjoys criticism but we are more prone to accept the criticism if it is given privately rather than publicly.

b. MATT. 18:15-17 – Jesus gives us some sound advice on how to approach those who have fault.

c. JN. 12:48 – We will all be judged by the words of Christ!  So if we do make judgments let them be guided by his word so they will in accordance with His will.

CONCLUSION – How do you fill in the blank for me to live is…..?  Hopefully it is as we studied earlier for me to live is Christ and to die is gain.  If that is not the case then begin living for Christ today.  Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him – HEB. 5:8-9
