FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
EPHESIANS 1:3-7 (TEXT)

INTRODUCTION – Forgiveness of sins is a great truth revealed to us in the Bible.

Forgiveness is important from three aspects – 

1.)  The all inclusiveness of sin – ROM. 3:23 – For all have sinned, and come short of the

 glory of God; 

2.) Sin separates man from God – ISA. 59:1-2 -Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.  Sin separate us from God.  Sin

      causes us to miss the mark – 1 JN. 3:4 – Harmatia – defined – Every one that doeth sin

      doeth also lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. ASV

3.)  The consequences of sin – ROM. 6:23 – Sin pays wages- death.  Death defined is

as a separation and that is what happens when man becomes involved in the cycle of sin – JAMES 1:13-15; the ultimate consequence of sin is suffering the agony of Hell for eternity – MATT. 25:46 – Hell is described as an everlasting punishment - REV. 21:8 – The lake which burns with fire and brimstone which is the second death

Realizing the eternal destiny of those who die in their sins makes this subject of forgiveness of sins very important. 

1. WHY IS FORGIVENESS NECESSARY? – I.E. – Garden of Eden
A. God is a just God – ACTS 3:12-15 – His justice makes forgiveness necessary – EZK. 18:20 – The soul that sins it shall die -   PSA. 89:14 – Closely linked to God’s justice is his judgment – I.E. Sodom and Gomorrah – GEN. 18:20-26 - God is a God of justice and judgment 

B.  DUET. 1:17 – God instructed the judges of the Israelites to use just judgment.    I.E. – our judicial system – Judgment belongs to God and those in sin will not stand in the judgment – PSA. 1:4-6
2. WHAT MAKES FORGIVENESS OF SINS AVAILABLE?

A. His love for us makes forgiveness of sins available – PSA. 111:4 – The Lord is gracious and full of compassion

B. God’s mercy makes forgiveness of sins available – PSA. 86:15 – We are not trying to negate the need of faith and obedience, but you can have all the faith and obedience you want and if you take away God’s grace and mercy, we are still lost! 

C.  The N.T. confirms this teaching in – EPH. 2:7-10 – But by God’s grace are we saved, yes it is thru faith.  God’s part is grace and man’s part is faith and obedience.  We must realize and recognize thou that without God’s grace we could not be saved – ROM. 5:6-8 – God commended his love toward us – Did we deserve that love? Did man do anything to earn that gift of love?   Did God owe us salvation? 

TITUS 3:3-5 – Salvation is according to God’s mercy

3. WHAT PRICE HAD TO BE PAID FOR SIN?

A. Did a price have to be paid for man’s sin – yes, remember God’s justice

demands an atonement for man’s sin

B. Blood had to be shed – HEB. 9:22 – No forgiveness without the shedding of blood, in order for man to be reconciled to God blood must be shed

C. Not the blood of bulls and goats – HEB. 10:1-4 – Notice these scriptures tell us that the blood of animals could not take away sin, in fact with the offering of these sacrifices there was always the remembrance of sins –The type of offering for sin needed by the world was spoken of in the O.T. by the prophets – ISA.53: 4-10 – Isaiah spoke of the sacrifice that Christ would make for the sins of the world.

D. The blood of Christ, the only begotten son – HEB. 9:11-14, HEB. 10:10-12, MATT. 26:28
4. WHAT CAN THIS BLOOD DO FOR US?

A. It can justify us – ROM. 5:9
B. It can reconcile us – ROM. 5:10-11 – Reconciliation brings peace – COL. 1:20 – We are no longer enemies of God 
C. It redeems us – EPH.1: 7, COL. 1:14, 1 PET. 1:18-19 – He paid the debt I could not pay

D. It draws us nigh to Christ – EPH. 2:12-13
5. WHAT MUST MAN DO TO OBTAIN GOD’S FORGIVENESS OF SIN?

A. Must he do any thing?  Some believe and teach that God’s forgiveness of 

man’s sin is unconditional.  If this was true all men would be saved because it is God’s desire that all men be saved, and he does not want any to perish – 2 PET. 3:9, MATT. 7:13-14 – States that only a few will be saved

B.  Man is not passive when it comes to attaining forgiveness of sins – EPH.

2:8-10 – Grace is God’s part and faith is man’s part.

C. When we learn we have sin in our life, it provokes a reaction to sin on our

part – Ignore it, cover it up, or blame someone else for it or we can have the proper reaction to it – ACTS 2:36-38 – What shall we do?  ACTS 3:19 – 

What is involved in being converted – Remember Faith is man’s part – HEB. 11:6 – But without faith – 

ACTS 17:30-31 – Repent – 

Confess – ROM. 10:9-10 – That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

 Notice that baptism is for the remission of sins – ACTS 22:16 – Why tarriest thou arise and be baptized washing away thy sins calling on the name of the Lord.

D. People object to baptism, but we need to remember that God is the

offended party and it is man’s responsibility as the offender to comply with God’s terms of forgiveness.

E.  What about Christians who sin?  First let’s note that we do sin – 1 JN. 1:5 

· 1 JN. 2:3 – I.E. – Hitting the wall, example of marathon runner – we cannot beat sin on our own.  David found this out the hard way – PSA. 51:1-4

CONCLUSION – 

God’s forgiveness of sins is conditioned and contingent on the sinner complying with God’s terms of forgiveness.  

The prophet said, “Though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow” – ISA. 1:18 – To be forgiven means to be released and free of guilt!

Do you feel the guilt and pain of sin today in your heart? 

Are you tired of struggling with sin?  

You can let the blood of Jesus wash away your sin today – REV. 1:5 – “Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood”.

