FREEDOM IN CHRIST
ACTS 22:24-28 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Paul in our text appealed to the Centurion as a Roman citizen because as a citizen of Rome he enjoyed certain freedoms and liberties. We have just celebrated July 4th, which in our country is a reminder of the freedoms and liberties, which we enjoy today that were fought for so long ago.

Today as citizens of the United States of America we still hold dear to these basic freedoms primarily the freedom of speech, press, religion and assembly and if you live in the south the freedom to keep and bear arms.

As Christians we are citizens of the kingdom of Christ and as a citizen in his kingdom we enjoy certain freedoms and liberties.

FREEDOMS IN CHRIST:

1. FROM SIN – We do not have to be a slave to sin.  We can be free from sin.

a. JN. 8:30-36 – Jesus the son can make us free from sin.

b. ROM. 6:16-23 – We can choose to be a servant of sin to death or obedience unto righteousness.

c. EPH. 1:4-7 – How do we obtain this forgiveness of sins and contact the blood of Christ?

d. ROM. 6:3-6- The body of sin is destroyed when we are baptized into Christ.

2. FROM BONDAGE TO LAW OF MOSES – When the 13 colonies declared independence from Great Britain they no longer followed their laws.  They were no longer in bondage to the laws of that country.

a. GAL. 4:3-9 – Paul explains to the Galatians that they are not in bondage to the law any longer.

b. GAL. 5:1-4 – If today we seek justification by the law of Moses Christ is of no effect for us.

c. COL. 2:11-18 – The law of Moses has been put away by the law of Christ.

d. HEB. 8:6-12 – Jesus has brought us a better covenant with better promises and better blessings the forgiveness of sins.

3. ASSEMBLY – WORSHIP – Just as we enjoy these freedoms in the U.S. as citizens we also enjoy these freedoms as a citizen in the kingdom of God.

a. HEB. 10:24-25 – We take theses privileges for granted.  

b. JN. 4:23-24 – Free to worship God but it is conditional – spirit and truth – JN. 17:17.

c. ACTS 20:5-7 – How important was it to Paul to assemble with the saints on the first day of the week?  How important is it to you?

4. PREACH THE GOSPEL – 

a. ROM. 1:14-17 – We need men today who cherish the freedom they enjoy to preach the gospel and are just as ready to do so as the apostle Paul.

b. ROM. 10:13-17 – The gospel must be proclaimed so men can hear the glad tidings of salvation.

c. 2 TIM. 4:1-5- We are charged by God to preach the word. Why?

d. 1 PET. 1:18-23 – It is the message of redemption, it is the message of purification, and it is the message of putting on incorruption.

CONCLUSION – Possibly the greatest freedom God gives to all mankind is the ability to choose – ROM. 6:16 – sin unto death or obedience unto righteousness and you have the ability to make this choice today – 2 COR. 6:2 – “Behold now is the accepted time” Want you obey him today – HEB. 5:8-9 – Today can be your independence day if you will obey Jesus.

