FREEDOM IS NOT FREE

JOHN 8:30-36

INTRODUCTION – We will celebrate tomorrow what our nation calls Independence Day.  This time brings to our minds the thoughts of the freedoms we enjoy.  Freedom is something we celebrate, cherish and enjoy but freedom is not free.  It does not come without a cost and this is also true when it comes to our spiritual freedom – TEXT.

The purpose of our lesson is to come to understand some basic principles in regard to our spiritual freedom.  
FREEDOM IS NOT FREE – 

I. COST OF FREEDOM – No freedom has ever been obtained without the willingness on ones part to pay the ultimate sacrifice.

A. JN. 15:12-13 – What did Jesus do so we can be free? He was willing to die so we could be free from our sin which separates us from God.

B. PHIL. 2:5-8 – In order for freedom to be obtained someone has to leave the comforts of home. I.E. – Jesus left heaven.

C. EPH. 1:7 – In order for freedom to be made possible blood must be shed. It took the shedding of the blood of Christ to redeem (pay the purchase price) us so we can be free from sin.
D. 1 PET. 1:18-19 – Christ redeemed us with his blood not silver or gold.

E. HEB. 10:10-14 – The power of this different sacrifice which was given one time for all time.

F. ROM. 5:18 – By one man’s righteous act the free gift of salvation was made available to all.

II. RESPONSIBILITIES OF FREEDOM – Freedom does not relieve us from responsibilities that help maintain our freedom.

A. ROM. 1:14-17 – Paul as a result of his freedom felt a debt to preach the gospel.  Do we feel a debt to maintain the power and purity of the gospel?

B. 2 TIM. 2:2 – Paul told Timothy to teach others about the freedom from sin available in Christ. 

C. ROM. 8:1-2 – Another responsibility of freedom is to walk after the spirit and not after the flesh. How are you walking?
D. GAL. 5:1 – We have the responsibility to stand fast in the liberty we have in Christ. Do you take a stand?

E. MATT. 21:28-31 – It is also the responsibility which we have as sons of God to work in his vineyard. Are you doing your share?

F. LUKE 9:23-26 – One more responsibility of freedom is to make personal sacrifices to serve God and fulfill my duty by denying self, taking up his cross, and following him.

III. OBTAINING FREEDOM – When it comes to spiritual freedom it is our own personal choice – no one can make the decision for us.

A. ACTS 2:36-41 – Those at Pentecost had a choice. They were told what they were to do to obtain spiritual freedom from their sins.  3000 gladly received the word and were baptized. 

B. ACTS 8:35-38 – Philip preached Jesus to the Eunuch and then he was confronted with a choice.
C. ROM. 6:16-18 – Look at the choice made by those in Rome – “You obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.”  Have you made that choice?

D. ACTS 16:25-34 – Freedom cannot be obtained spiritually without personal involvement – What must I do to be saved? No one can make the choice for me and no one can make the choice for you.

E. ACTS 22:10, 16 – Saul wanted to know what he needed to do. Listen to what Ananais revealed to him. After receiving the instructions it was Paul’s choice to obtain freedom from sin or remain in bondage to sin.

CONCLUSION – 

Do you enjoy freedom?

There is a cost for freedom.
There are responsibilities in regard to freedom.

Are you free from sin?

Today can be your independence day!
