FROM SUCH TURN AWAY

ACTS 13:6-12 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – There is much discussion among brethren these days about false teachers and how they are identified.  Some say they can only be identified by their character and their teaching has nothing to do with them being classified as such.  Let’s turn in our Bibles and study what God has to say about this critically important subject. – ACTS 13:6-12 – How was Elymas seeking to turn away the deputy (Sergius Paulus) from the faith?  Note verse 10 – Perverting the right ways of the Lord.  He was declared to be a false prophet –Strong’s - False prophets - 5578  pseudoprophetes (psyoo-dop-rof-ay'-tace); from 5571 and 4396; a spurious prophet, i.e. pretended foreteller or religious impostor: Thayers – pseudoprofeetees – 5578 – One who, acting the part of a divinely inspired prophet, utters falsehoods under the name of divine prophecies, a false prophet – DEUT. 18:20-22 – Example of identifying a false prophet from a true prophet of God – 1 KINGS 18:21-24
1. PAUL’S INSTRUCTIONS IN REGARD TO IDENTIFYING FALSE TEACHERS -
a. 1 TIM. 6:3-5 - If a man will not follow the teachings of our Lord, he is rejecting the very doctrine that can lead him to a life of godliness.

b. 2 TIM. 3:1-8 – From such men turn away.

c. 2 TIM. 1:13-15 – Paul names the false teachers, they must be identified.

d. 2 TIM. 2:15-18 – Study will help us recognize false teaching.  How did Hymeanus and Philetus err concerning the truth?

e. 2 TIM. 4:10 – Why was Demas called by name?

2. WHAT SHOULD OUR REACTION BE TO FALSE TEACHERS?
a. ROM. 16:16-18 – Mark and avoid those who teach contrary to the truth contained in the gospel.  They do this by fair words and smooth speeches, and the end result is division.  This only occurs because man is not willing to submit his will to God’s will.

b. 2 COR. 11:13-15 – What is actually the message of Satan appears as a message of light.

c. 2 THESS. 2:9-14 – Why are these going to perish?  They received not the love of the truth.  The devil’s doctrines are smooth and deceitful.  He carefully packages his doctrines.

3. WHY DOES THIS MATTER?
a. MATT. 7:13-20 – This is very serious because many are being influenced to walk on the broad way leading to destruction.  Warning that narrow way leads to eternal life.

b. 2 PET. 2:1-2 – They deny the Lord and the way of truth is evil spoken of.  False teachers - Strong’s - NT:5572 pseudodidaskalos (psyoo-dod-id-as'-kal-os); from NT:5571 and NT:1320; a spurious teacher, i.e. propagator of erroneous Christian doctrine: 

c. 2 PET. 2:10-19 – The result of their doctrine is sinful and ungodly living

4. WHAT MUST WE DO?
a. 1 JN. 4:1 – Try teachers and examine their teaching to the word of God.  Baptism, prayer, worship, heaven, hell, sin, MDR, LS, one covenant, false teacher being identified only by his character.

b. ACTS 17:11 – Bereans examined the words of Paul and Silas.  

c. TITUS 1:9-14 – Hold fast the faithful words, stop the mouth of false teachers.  Why, because they teach things that they ought not teach.

d. GAL. 1:6-9 – We must not pervert the gospel of Christ.  We must warn those who would pervert the gospel of the destruction that awaits them.

e. ACTS 20:28-32 – We must rely on God and the word of his grace because only it can build us up and provide the inheritance of heaven that awaits all who are sanctified.  All division in the Lord’s church has come about as a result of men thinking to highly of the character of men and not examining closely enough their teaching and what authority they have for their doctrine which they espouse.

CONCLUSION - 

If we are to please God in this life we must walk in the light – 1 JN. 1:6 – and cling to the doctrine of Christ revealed in the gospel – 2 JN 9-11.  

EPH. – 5:3-11 – We must walk as children of light and have no fellowship with the works of darkness, but we must rather reprove them!

