GENERIC AND SPECIFIC AUTHORITY

COL. 3:17

INTRODUCTION –  

Thus far in our study on divine authority we have seen that the scriptures are to be our sole authority – 1 PET. 4:11 – If any man speak – COL. 3:17 – Whatsoever we do in word or deed do all in the name of the Lord – 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – All scripture is given by inspiration of God.  Remember the three ways in which the Bible teaches or authorizes is by C.E. I. – Command, Example, Necessary Inference

The subject of the Lord’s Supper – LUKE 22:19 – Command; ACTS 20:7 – Example – Inference – EX. 20:8 – Remember the Sabbath to keep it Holy

The study before us today will explore the two kinds of authority – Generic and Specific – We must be careful to not confuse the two kinds of authority with the three ways to establish authority

The question of generic and specific authority is one that a lot of people have a hard time with.  Can you state the difference between the two?  Let’s define these terms; Specific and generic authority and then give an example

Specific Authority – the kind of authority wherein an act is commanded and the method or means of obeying the command is expressly specified.  Therefore specific authority excludes human choice because any method or means of carrying out the command, other than what is specified becomes an addition.

Generic Authority  - the kind of authority wherein an act is commanded but the method or means of obeying the command is not expressly specified.  Therefore the generic includes authority for AIDS (expediences) which are for the sole purpose of executing the command.  These must fall within the class, kind, or order of the command itself.

These two kinds of authority do not involve some special way of thinking that applies only to the Bible only.  This is ordinary thinking that we use everyday, in all areas of life, and it is so basic that a 6 year old can understand.

EXAMPLES – Generic/ Specific

1) Would one of you men come and help me move the podium – Any man will 

Do

2) Pat come and help me move the podium – any man will not do, only the one

Specified

3) In the office in the back of the building and made the statement – Hand me a

Book – 2000 choices

4) Hand me the blue covered Young’s Analytical concordance, only that book

 will do

5) So simple a six year old can understand – Take your coloring book and color

 me a picture


6)  Color the picture on page 1 – The sky- blue; the grass – green; the sun -orange 

EXAMPLES – Specific – well the Bible did not say you could not do it.

 The Law of Exclusion –

 It is a principle well known in every field of study that the statement or command to do one thing authorizes only the doing of the thing specified.  The doing of other things is in effect forbidden.  The expression of one thing is the exclusion of others.

1) Will – specifies those who are to receive the inheritance, not those who are not to

 receive it.

2) Deed – to property specifies the property owned.  It does not list all of the

 property not owned

3) Prescription – will list only the medication you may receive, not a list of all the

 medications you may not receive.

There are a variety of particulars to any means of authority.  Such things as : who, when, where, how, why, how many, how often, must all be considered.

AUTHORITY


SPECIFIC



GENERIC
GEN. 6:14



Type – Gopher wood


Size – plank

NUM. 19:2
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EX. 12:5
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MARK 16:15-16


Message – Gospel
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ACTS 20:7



Day
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COL. 3:16



Kind – Sing
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MATT. 26:17, 26


Type – Unleavened bread

Size

MATT. 28:19-20


Action




Location

COMMON ERRORS IN THE REALM OF ESTABLISHING SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY

1) Thinking we must have specific authority for everything we do religiously – No

classes, no literature other than the Bible – 1 TIM. 3:15 -  Preach and teach the

truth

2) Thinking everything is permitted that is not specifically forbidden – GEN. 4:2-5 – 

Cain was not told directly to not offer his vegetables

3) Thinking everything we are authorized to do we are permitted to do – ROM. 14:

 19-21

4) Thinking we don’t need authority for everything we do – HEB. 8:5 – We need to

 do things according to the pattern 

5) Thinking authority can be established outside the Bible – 

a. Tradition – MATT. 15:1-9

b. Majority rule

c.  Preachers

d.  Schools

e.  Papers

CONCLUSION – 

We must learn to respect the authority of the scriptures.  The fact that Jesus is Lord, means he has authority - LUKE 6:46 – “Why call ye me Lord, Lord and do not the things that I say” – When we are talking about authority we are talking about submitting to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.


Have you submitted your stubborn resistant will to the will of Jesus Christ – PHIL. 2:9-11 – You can do so today – By being converted – MATT. 18:1-5
