ISSUES - GIVING FIRST PLACE TO JESUS

COLOSSIANS 1:23-29 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We are beginning a series of lessons on the issues that cause division in the religious world and among us as brethren.  The number one reason for division rather than unity is not giving preeminence (to be first – first place) to Jesus Christ.  This can be the result of not understanding the truth regarding the preeminent position (first place) Jesus should occupy in our lives or maybe it is that we understand the truth but just choose to disregard his authoritative words.

Does Jesus have preeminence in your life?  Are you truly giving him first place?  Today we will study what the Bible says about the preeminence of Jesus Christ.

GIVE JESUS FIRST PLACE:

1. NAME – The name of Christ is to be preeminent.  It is above every other name.

a. PHIL. 2:5-11 – Division will always be the result when people do not give preeminence to the name of Jesus.  Everyone will one day acknowledge that Jesus is Lord (judgment), it is just ashamed that for many it will be too late. Do you acknowledge the name of Jesus as preeminent?

b. EPH. 1:20-23 – The name of Jesus is above every name that is or can be named.

c. JN. 1:19-30 – Did John the Baptist think he was greater in name than Christ?  No, he said he was not worthy to unloose his shoe latchet.  No other name derived by man comes close to the name of Christ.

d. 2 COR. 4:5-6 – Paul did not promote himself but the name of Christ.  Remember in writing his first epistle that Paul had the opportunity to allow men to follow after his name. – 1 COR. 1:10-13
2. BLOOD – The blood of Jesus Christ is preeminent because it alone has the power to pardon sin.

a. HEB. 9:12-14 – Blood of bulls and goats offered by the patriarchs and those under the Law of Moses could not remove sin. Sin is so prevalent in the world and occupies first place in the lives of so many people and that is why the preeminent blood of Jesus Christ had to be shed.  The blood of Jesus can purge our conscience, how does this happen?

b. EPH. 1:3-7 – It is the blood of Christ that allows us access to the grace of God and forgiveness of our sins.  Is the blood of Jesus really that important?

c. ROM. 5:8-9 – Yes, the blood of Jesus is important because we are sinners and deserve to die but the blood Jesus shed can justify us before God so we do not have to stand before him condemned as sinners.  How do we contact the blood of Jesus that can justify us?

d. ROM. 6:3-6 – What do we associate with the death of Christ?  Blood – Beaten with a cat of nine tails – smote him with their fists – crown of thorns on his brow – crucified – spear pierced his side.  In baptism we contact the benefits of that bloodshed on Calvary – our old man is put to death and we rise to walk in newness of life.  Jesus said in MARK 16:16 – “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved he that believeth not shall be damned.”  So when people say that baptism is not important they insult Jesus instead of giving him preeminence.

3. DOCTRINE – The doctrine of Christ is preeminent whether man recognizes it or not.

a. 2 JN. 3-9 – The doctrine of Christ (his teachings) are synonymous with the truth that John says they should walk in.  Men cause division when they say it is OK to walk outside the doctrine of Christ  - God did not say we could not do it this way.

b. 1 TIM. 4:12- 16 – Paul told Timothy doctrine was important and to take heed to follow it because his souls as well as the souls of others depended upon it.

c. 1 TIM. 6:1-6 – Many today disregard the doctrine of Christ and are not content to follow his teachings.

d. COL. 2:6-8 – Paul warns the brethren at Colossea to beware if the teachings (doctrines) and philosophies of men.  Do we give preeminence to the doctrine of Christ?  If we do not certainly division will occur, issues will arise that will divide us.

4. CHURCH – God has given preeminence to the church of Christ.

a. MATT. 16:18-19 – Jesus who has preeminence said he would build his church, if Jesus is preeminent and he indeed built his church would it not stand to reason that the church he built would also be preeminent – Yes, but why?

b. ACTS 20:28 – The church Jesus built is preeminent because he shed his preeminent blood (that we have already talked about) to purchase it. Why is the church so important?

c. ACTS 2:47 – The Lord added to the church – which church?  COL. 1:18 – EPH. 4:4 - The one he is the head of, the one he purchased with his blood, and the one he promised to build.

d. EPH. 3:10 – When men say one church is as good as another or attend the church of your choice they malign the wisdom of God.  Thru the church the manifold wisdom of God is displayed.

CONCLUSION – What type of example am I? Does my life reflect the Christ truly has preeminence?  Do I follow his example and his alone? – 1 PET. 2:20-22 – Am I striving to walk in his steps or am I blazing my own trail?   

Jesus is the one we are to follow not self, not our piers, not the teachings of men.  If you are a Christian, do you truly give preeminence to Christ in your life?  If not start today!

If you are not a Christian would you consider giving Jesus Christ first place in your life today by obeying the gospel and following him?

