GIVING IS LIVING

TITUS 2:11-14 TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Notice from the text what God has given us.  He has bestowed his grace upon all mankind by giving his only begotten son for us, so that we might be redeemed.  If someone saved your life in the physical sense, would you not feel toward them a constant debt of gratitude, and be forever grateful for their service in saving your life.  We should in the same sense have an eternal debt of gratitude toward God for the grace he bestowed on us thru Jesus Christ our Lord and savior. – EPH. 2:8-10 – Grace is God’s part and faith is the part whereby we show our appreciation to God by obeying him.  We might ask the question , “What can I give to God and what does he possibly need from me?”  What he wants and needs is an expression of our love, because God longs to have fellowship with us (his creation), but he cannot have fellowship with us if we are living in sin.

Today we are going to study how and what we are to give to God:

1. SPIRITUALLY – We are to give ourselves to God spiritually

A. We can give ourselves to God spiritually but this is our decision – ROM. 8:5-8 – I.E. – Living sacrifice – ROM. 12:1-2 – We are to be transformed by the renewing of our minds according to God’s Word 

B. Christ was willing to submit his will to the Father – JN. 17:4-8 -  if we are to give ourselves to God spiritually we must be willing to submit our will to the will of God – This has always been a problem for mankind – MATT. 7:24-27 – These were not pleasing to Christ and were viewed as foolish because they did not submit their will to the will of the Father.

C. If we are to submit our will to God’s will then humility is a lesson we must learn – JAMES 4:6-10 –James tells us why it is important to humble ourselves and submit our will to the will of God – so our adversary the devil will not devour us - 1 PET. 5:6-9 – He is as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.

D. What can I give? – MARK 12:41-44 – The widow gave her very living, because she was living for God.  Her actions exemplify that she understood the teachings of Christ – ACTS 20:35 – What are the results when we give ourselves to God – PHIL. 4: 4-8 – We have a new way of thinking.

2. PHYSICALLY -  

A. Example of Noah – GEN. 6:13-22 – Noah’s work was spiritual in nature but in order for it to be carried out he had to exert himself physically – Noah was given a most demanding physical job, but he got busy  - measuring, sawing, hammering, pitching the ark within and w/o a lot of elbow grease went into building the ark.  Thus did Noah, according to all that God commanded him , so did he.

B. Example of apostle Paul – 1THESS. 2:8-9 – So he could preach the gospel and not be a burden to them He was just following the example of Christ – JOHN 13:3-16 – Jesus physically washed the disciples feet

C. We should be willing to give up this physical body if necessary in order to serve God and remain faithful – DANIEL 3:14-18, 25-28 - As these men yielded their bodies so should we.

D. After all we do not really own our body – 1 COR. 6:19-20, let us look to the eternal reward instead of how much work is involved. I.E. – Dorcas – ACTS 9:36 – “Now there at Joppa was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did.” – We can study, teach, visit, pray, uplift the downtrodden or erring and we can attend all services.

3. EMOTIONALLY -  

A. How many of us as Christians really rejoice when a sinner repents – LUKE 15:4-6
B. How many of us tremble when we hear God’s word – PHIL. 2:12-15
C. Emotional involvement is needed in our service to God – ACTS 20:28-32
D. Note the emotional involvement of Jesus in his service to God – LUKE 22:39-44 – Listen to his teachings in – MATT. 5:4 – We need to be able to mourn, weep, rejoice, laugh we need to use our emotions in our service to God 

4. ENERGETICALLY – 

A. God wants us to serve him with zeal and enthusiasm – Look at the example of Philip the evangelist – ACTS 8:26-27 – 60 miles away!
B. Example of Abraham – GEN. 22:1-3 – He rose early in the morning

C. We do not need to be like the Pharisees and have an energy crisis – MATT. 23:1-4 – The most important energy crisis in the world does not involve the state of California or the nations of the middle east and their oil embargos, rather it is the one that involves Christians who do not energetically serve God and put him first in their life. - There is something we can do in service unto the Lord – Cleaning the building, maintenance of the building or its grounds, prepare the Lord’s Supper

5. BOUNTIFULLY –  

A. Old Testament example of Israel’s unfaithfulness – MAL. 3:8-10 – They had robbed God and gave him the leftovers – they were giving God the maimed, lame and blind.- MAL. 1:8-10
B. Do we rob God today when we do not comply with the N.T. principle for giving – 2 COR. 9:6-7 – We will reap as we sow – 2 COR. 8:3-5 - God wants us to abound in our giving and living

C. Example of giving to God and not withholding for ourselves – LUKE 19:5-10 – Zacchaeus

D. If we give to God we will be the ones who are blessed the most – LUKE 6:38 – “Give and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete it shall be measured to you again.”
6. CONTINUALLY – 

A. God does not want us to hit and miss, or to worship him spasmodically – PSA. 119:41-48 – God wants us to keep his law continually – I.E. – First century Christians – ACTS 2:41-42 – “Then they that received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about 3000 souls.  And they continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.”

B. Paul urges us to remain steadfast – 1 COR. 15:58 – To consistently continue, preserver 

C. Notice the judgment scene – ROM. 2:6-9 – Many erring brothers and sisters in Christ will be among those who did not continue in obeying the truth – I.E. – ACTS 8:13-24 – Simon the sorcerer 

D. We should want to be like Daniel – DAN. 6:10, 15-16 – The king knew Daniel served God continually

CONCLUSION – 

How about us?  

How much do we serve God? 

How much have we given to God? 

Let us purpose to give our body unto God as a living sacrifice – continually – JAMES 1:25 – “But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work,  this man shall be blessed in his deed.” – Don’t you want to receive the blessings of God.  Then give your life in service to him. 

If you are not a Christian you can give yourself to God today,  – MATT. 11:28-30
