GOD IS HOLY – AUTHORITY

ISAIAH 30:15 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – One of the most outstanding attributes of God is His holiness.  Isaiah proclaims He is the holy one of Israel and there is no one like Him.  

ISA. 6:1-3 – Holy , holy, holy is the Lord of host.  As we study 1 Peter we understand that God wants us as his children to be holy also- 1 PET. 1:15-16
Definition – Holy – Someone who is sanctified, separated, or set apart from sin – this is something we strive for as Christians, but we need to realize that God is altogether HOLY – He is pure, clean, sinless, and righteous.

Many people in the religious world have a misconception of God and his nature – 

1. Many people see God as one who does not mean what he says

2. Substitution is OK

3. Change is OK

4. Since God is a God of love, he must be tolerant, permissive, and indulgent

5. As long as you are sincere God will accept you and whatever form of worship we offer to Him.

6. It is expressed we need to find our own way to God and our own way to serve Him.

STORY OF NADAB AND ABIHU – LEV. 10:1-2 – NOTICE CONTEXT OF THIS EVENT 

1. Consecration of Aaron and his sons – LEV. 8-9
a. LEV. 8:1-13 – Just as the Lord had commanded Moses

b. LEV. 8:14-17 – Just as the Lord had commanded Moses

c. LEV. 8:18-21 – Just as the Lord had commanded Moses

d. LEV. 8:29-31 – Just as the Lord commanded Moses

e. LEV. 8:34-36 – Keep the charge that the Lord commanded you, that you die not

f. LEV. 9:1-7 – Do we want the glory of the Lord to appear to us?

g. LEV. 9:8-10 – Aaron burnt the sin offering as the Lord had commanded Moses

h. LEV. 9:21-24 – Because they obeyed the glory of the Lord appeared unto all the people

i. LEV. 10:1-2 – Notice the devastating results of not obeying the Lord – They were worshipping the right God, with the right instrument – using censors and fire as God commanded, but it was a foreign fire that God had not authorized so they offered strange fire before the Lord – LEV. 16:12-13 – What was strange about it I do not know other than it was not what God had commanded them.  They assumed and presumed this fire would be OK with God after all fire is fire.  They were guilty of faulty reasoning and not following the pattern given to them by God.
WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THIS STORY?

1. God means what he says, he expects us as his creation to obey Him the Creator, and if we do so only then can we glorify God.

2. He does not expect us to go beyond his word – 

a. DUET. 4:1-2 – Do not add to or diminish ought from it

b. DUET. 5:32-33 – Do not turn to the right side or the left

c. DUET. 12:32 – Walk in all the ways which the Lord has commanded 

d. JOSH. 1:6-8 – Do we want to have good success?  Do all the law -   What about the success of  Nadab and Abihu

e. PROV. 30:5-6 – Do not add to God’s word unless he reprove you and you be found a liar – 

f. LEV. 10:3 - Response of Moses against Nadab and Abihu. God said he would be treated and regarded as holy.  He would be glorified and honored. 
g. LEV. 10:5-6 – Aaron and Eleazar were not even allowed to mourn for those who disobeyed God and did not treat Him as holy

3. New Testament scriptures – 

a. COL. 3:17 – Whatever we do in word or deed do all in the name of the Lord Jesus (by his authority)

b. REV. 22:18-19 – The word of God ends with an admonition very similar to the one found in the beginning in DUET. 4:2
c. JN. 12:48-50 Notice the Son of God’s attitude. The word I spoke will judge him in the last day – Jesus spoke only what the Father gave him to speak- If Jesus did not go beyond what he was given, what should we do? 
d. JN 17:4 -  Why did he do so?  Because eternal life hangs in the balance

4. Christians – God’s children should be concerned about authority for everything we do and act only as we are authorized by God. We want to regard him as holy.
a. COL. 3:16 – Why do we sing? Do we not have enough money to buy a piano or organ – That is not the problem, the real problem is that we only have permission to sing – – If we do what God has permitted or allowed by his authority we give him glory, we regard him as holy, and remember that he will be honored.

b. ACTS 20:7 – Why do we partake of the Lord’s Supper every first day of the week – Example 
c. ACTS 2:38 – Why do we baptize for the remission of sins? Why do we not practice Infant baptism – God’s word is silent about this – MARK 16:16. It does show many examples of those who were baptized who were of the age that they could hear the gospel proclaimed, understand the message and by faith obey it.

d. Church sponsored Social/recreational activities – The church which Christ purchased with his blood is a spiritual body – There is no permission for the social activities some churches are engaged in today. – Where is the command or example for fellowship halls and gyms – Paul said – 1 COR. 11:22 – “What, Have you not houses to eat and drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and shame them which have not? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you in this? I praise you not.  Why? – Because glory and honor were not being given to God

WE ARE OFTEN CRITICIZED OR MOCKED –

1. It is also suggested that we are as the Pharisees and seem to be self-righteous – We are also deemed to be legalist.

2. We think we are the only ones who have the answers.  Brethren if this is true we are wrong in our attitude toward others.

3. What is our interest?  As for me it is not about being right or wrong but rather about pleasing God or Man – GAL.1:10-12 – Paul tried to please God

4. What motivates me to want to follow God and his word –is it a self-righteous attitude or a love for my fellow man – LOVE – demands we obey – 1 JN.5:2-3 

5. Why is it important to want to please God?  Because he is Holy and he will be honored, it is not about being nit pickers, but about doing what God says:

COMPARE - 1 PETER 4:11 – “If any man speak let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion forever and ever.  Amen”  with  JOHN 7:18 – He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory; but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him.
CONCLUSION – Do we want to glorify God?  Do I want to glorify myself?  If I want to give glory to God then I should obey his word, which is his will for my life.  By choosing to obey God we honor Him and glorify Him as Holy.  HEB. 11:6 – Without faith it is impossible to please God

