GOD PLEASING FAITH

HEBREWS 11:6 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The scriptures clearly teach that without faith it is impossible to please God.  But all some can seem to ask when it comes to matters of religion is what is in it for me?  Does your church provide a special program for children, do they have recreational activities for the teens, what about counseling programs for divorcees, etc and the list can go on forever.  The problem with the question is that we have the wrong perspective of faith.  Faith is not what is done for us it is what we choose to exercise in obedience to God.  Faith means we are willing to put our trust in what God says and leave behind the wisdom of man.  

How can I have faith that will please God?  COL. 1:9-11 – I first have to know God’s will and then be willing to walk worthy of the Lord.

Today we want to study some of the various aspects of God pleasing faith: 

1. GOD PLEASING FAITH OFFERS SACRIFICES – 

a. GEN. 4:1-5 – Why did God not respect Cain’s offering and yet accepted Abel’s?

b. HEB. 11:4 – “By faith Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.” Abel’s sacrifice was approved by God because he did it by faith and we know that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of god – ROM. 10:17 – So God had given instructions that Able chose to follow and Cain decided to ignore in regard to what was to be offered for sacrifice.

c. ROM. 12:1-2 – God has given us instructions today in regard to what we are to offer as a sacrifice and like Cain most choose to ignore what God says and go right along doing their own thing.  If we offer ourselves as living sacrifices unto God there is nothing more excellent that we can offer to God.

d. 2 COR. 8:1-5 – It is very difficult indeed to give to the point of sacrifice if we have not given ourselves to the Lord.  We have work that we are engaged in and committed to support.  Are you giving sacrificially or do you give God the excess or maybe it is the leftovers that we give to God.

e. MARK 12:41-44 - .Did this widow give to the point of sacrifice?  What prompted her to do such a loving act?  Her faith and trust were in God.  She had the proper priorities.

2. GOD PLEASING FAITH TEACHES AFTER DEATH – 

a. HEB. 11:4 – Even though Abel is dead and gone his faith and obedience he rendered to God is still preaching a sermon on earth today.

b. 1 PET. 2:12 – God’s word states that being a godly example has a powerful influence on others.  If we live by faith people will see good works in our life – they shall behold them!  This will silence even our strongest critics.

c. 1 PET. 1:13-15 – There is no better way to put men to silence than with well doing.  Our lives can be like Abel and teach after we die. We might teach the gospel to someone who will become a gospel preacher or an elder in the Lord’s church.  

d. ACTS 9:36-41 - The only type of life that teaches after death is a life that while here on earth was full of God pleasing faith.

3. GOD PLEASING FAITH HEEDS WARNINGS – 

a. HEB. 11:7 – Noah heeded the warning of God and built the ark.  Noah had not even seen rain yet let alone a flood.

b. HEB. 13:4 – Man had better heed the God’s warning that he will punish those who get involved in sexual immorality.

c. MATT. 19:1-9 – Man in many cases has also chosen to ignore God’s warnings concerning marriage.

d. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – Notice the end result of those who refuse to heed the warning of God.

e. HEB. 5:8-9 – But if we choose to heed the warning he has promised that he will be the author of our eternal salvation. 

4. GOD PLEASING FAITH JUDGES GOD FAITHFUL – 

a. HEB. 11:11 – Sarah judged God faithful who had given her the promise of a son. 

b. 1 COR. 10:13 – Sometimes we do not judge God as faithful because we do not seek the avenue of escape he has provided.  We need to judge God as faithful to deliver us.

c. JAMES 1:12-15 – Most people want to blame God for the problems, trials, and temptations they face.

d. HEB. 11:24-26 – Moses judged God as faithful and choose good over evil.

e. HEB. 12:25 – Many choose to pursue evil and refuse good but what we must do is not refuse to listen to him who speaks from heaven.  Many today just turn away from what Jesus teaches us thru his word.  

CONCLUSION – Is your faith pleasing to God?  If it is not because of sin in your life come forward confessing your faults and repenting of your sin and we will gladly pray for you.

If you are in the category of one who has no faith then do something about that today.  Remember that without faith you cannot please God!

