GOD PLEASING SERMONS

Galatians 1: 6-12 (Text)

INTRODUCTION – Notice the question Paul raises in GAL. 1:10 – “ Do I seek to please men or God as I preach the gospel?”  His answer was “NO,” But there are many who preach to please men, their so called Gospel sermons include the latest updates on  political and social issues, as well as the most recent current events, mixed with their own religious theories and personal experiences more so than the word of God.


They have either forgotten, never knew, or just plain ignored God’s charge to Gospel preachers – 2 TIM. 4:1-5 – “Preach the WORD”


Paul realized this awesome responsibility and never shunned his duty in proclaiming the truth – ACTS 20:24-27 – He declared the whole council of God


God wants those who will boldly proclaim his word, God wants gospel preachers to preach God pleasing sermons.  

What is a God pleasing sermon?

1) Exalts the true and living God – ACTS 17:22-31 – Paul’s sermon on Mars 

Hill, to the Athenians.

2) Must manifest man’s weakness – JER. 10:23 – “ O Lord I know the way of 

man is not in himself, it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.”


If a sermon is to be one that exalts the true God and manifests man’s weaknesses, it will indeed be a God pleasing sermon.  What must be in a Sermon in order for to be God pleasing.

1) CHRIST CENTERED – 

Notice Paul’s words - ROM. 16: 25-26 – Paul proclaimed Christ. 

 Paul did not try to display his wisdom when preaching - 1 COR. 2:1-5 – He

 preached Christ and him crucified.

Paul did not come to preach the philosophies and traditions of men – 1COR. 

1:17-24 – Paul did not teach the traditions of man because he realized that

Salvation is only in Christ – ACTS 4:12 – 

What about the other apostles? – ACTS 5:42 – Examples of Peter and John

preaching and teaching that obedience to Christ is necessary and that we

 
      should let Christ become the Lord, King, and ruler of our life.


      Example of Phillip the evangelist – ACTS 8:30-39 – You can not preach

about Jesus and not preach – Baptism for the forgiveness of your sins – which he commanded – MK.16: 15-16 –

Also if we are to preach God pleasing sermons they must be the type of sermons that cause us to STOP and reflect and take an inward look at our life.  They must be soul- searching sermons.

2) SOUL SEARCHING – 

Examples of some soul-searching gospel sermons – ACTS 2:32-38 – Notice they were pricked (pierced) in their heart because they were guilty of this accusation made by Peter.

Another Example – Stephen’s defense before the Jews – ACTS 7:51-54 – Notice the different reaction even thou these people were also cut to the heart.

Soul searching reaction to the truth – ACTS 17:32-34 – 

That is why when God’s word pricks our heart we should have the right attitude and examine our life and ourselves and make the necessary changes.  If we need to repent of sin take care of it today.  If we refuse to face up to sin in our lives we become reprobates – 2 COR. 13:5 – Reprobate is one who has not stood the test and is therefore rejected.

We need to look in God’s mirror to see what manner of man we are – JAMES 1:21-25 – What do we do when we look into a mirror – See flaws and take action – Remove the blemish of sin from your life

Don’t leave here today and be like Felix – ACTS 24:25 – He wanted a more convenient season.

3) BIBLE BASED – 

1 PET. 4:11 – “If any man speak let him speak as the oracles of God”

Also sermons that are Bible based will contain examples – even O.T. examples – ROM. 15:4 – 

Also they will not go beyond that which is written – 1 COR. 4:6 – We need to return to preaching where we have a thus saith the Lord

The gospel to be preached is that which is revealed by Christ – GAL. 1:11-12
We are warned not to teach any doctrine which differs with the Gospel – 2 JN. 9-11 

We need to remember that only the gospel has the power to save – ROM. 1:16

And for our last point we need to notice that in order for Gospel sermons to be pleasing to God they must be pointed and practical.

4) POINTED AND PRACTICAL – 

Earlier we noticed how Paul’s sermon on Mar’s Hill condemned their idolatry and set forth the true and living God. - ACTS 17 – 

Jesus our great example practiced pointed and practical preaching – MATT. 23:16-23 – Their values were placed on temporal things – such as the gold of the temple.

Also note REV. 3:14-21 – Christ speaking through the Apostle John gave them just what they needed not necessarily what they wanted.  All the churches in the Revelation letter received sermons directed at their weaknesses.  

Let’s reflect inwardly for a few moments, what are your weaknesses and what are mine?  Have we counted the cost – LUKE 14:26-31 – If the church here is to grow and multiply, we must be willing to make sacrifices for the cause of Christ.  

I pray that we have all counted the cost and determined in our mind to be steadfast – 1 COR. 15:58 – We need to realize our labor is not in vain in the Lord.

If I truly reflect inwardly I may see myself as weak and needing strength – LUKE 18:9-14 – Let’s not be so arrogant and proud that we refuse to see sin in our life, but seeing it let’s do something about it – 1 JN. 1:5-10 – 

If you have never rendered obedience to Christ and his gospel, do it today, because you are in darkness.  Your sins are separating you from God. But you can have those sins forgiven today, please come.

