GODLY ZEAL

TITUS 2:11-14 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Could we truly be described as a peculiar people zealous of good works?  Does your zeal or enthusiasm wane from time to time?  As Christians we should be zealous about walking in good works – EPH. 2:10 – we are created in Christ Jesus for good works.  If we are zealous we will prompt one another to participate in these good works – HEB. 10:24-25.
We need to listen to he words of Christ – MATT. 6:19-21 – Isn’t Jesus saying where your treasure is that is where your heart your zeal will be also.  Where is your zeal?  Job, school, activities, hobbies etc.  What we want to consider today is Godly zeal.

WHAT GODLY ZEAL IS NOT: Negative side of Godly zeal:  Things not associated with Godly zeal.

1. NOT EMOTIONALISM – Not just an emotional experience.  Emotions change and feelings can fade from the so-called mountain top experience.

a. MATT. 13:20-21 – A commitment based solely upon an emotional experience will not endure trials and tribulations.  

b. PSA. 1:1-3 - Zealous Christians will not base their commitment to God solely upon an emotional experience, but will have their roots run deep in order to gain a knowledge of God’s word of truth.

2. NOT IGNORANCE – Example of the Jews.

a. ROM. 10:1-3 – Zeal does not compensate for ignorance.  The Jews were zealous but it was not according to knowledge.

b. MATT. 7:21-23 – Does it seem Jesus is describing a group of zealous people?

c. JN. 14:15 – If ye love me keep my commandments.

3. NOT FANATICISM – We must always strive to use good judgment and common sense so that we will always be able to approach men with the gospel.

a. ROM. 12:16-18 – We should respect what is right in the sight of all men so we can gain access to their hearts.

b. 1 COR. 9:19-22 – Was Paul zealous?

4. NOT TRADITIONALISM – We should not depend upon the traditions of men, but carefully listen to God’s instructions for us.

a. MATT. 15:1-9 – Being zealous is not following the doctrines of men – Singing, Lord’s Supper, collections.

b. JUDE 3 – We are to earnestly contend for the faith – do battle for or compete for the faith. PROV. 23:23- “But the truth and sell it not…”
WHAT IS THE NATURE OF GODLY ZEAL?

1. PREVENTIVE – NUM. 25:1-11 – Example of Phinehas - Godly zeal prevents false doctrine and corruption from becoming overpowering in our lives.

2. OBEDIENT – GEN. 6:13-22 – Noah was obedient to the Lord.  Does our zeal lead us to obey?

3. INTOLERANT – JN. 2:13-17 - Godly zeal will not tolerate evil.  Is our zeal so strong that we do not tolerate evil.

4. EXAMPLERY – 2 COR. 9:1-2 – What type of example does our zeal express?  Hopefully a godly example like those of Achaia.

5. RESOLUTE – Zeal that is not easily swayed or waits to see what the latest opinion polls state.  Example of the apostle Paul – we know that he was zealous in persecuting the church and after this conversion this zeal for God increased until he finished his course. – 2 TIM. 4:6-8 – You cannot finish your course if you do not retain godly zeal.

HOW CAN I EXPRESS MY ZEAL FOR GOD – 

1. BY PUTTING OTHERS FIRST – 

a. MATT. 10:42 – Have I given a cup of water to anyone this week or have I just been to busy?  

b. MATT. 6:33 – Am I seeking first the reign and rule of Christ in my life.

c. MATT. 25:34-40 – Help those who are in need.

2. GIVING TO THE POINT OF SACRIFICE – 

a. ACTS 2:42-47 – These Christians sold their goods so the gospel could be preached.

b. ACTS 4:32-35 – They sacrificed for one another.

3. BY PREPARING TO TEACH OTHERS – 

a. ACTS 8:1-4 – First century Christians were zealous and they were prepared.  Is your zeal leading you toward preparing to teach others.

CONCLUSION – Why should we be zealous – it is the wise thing to do – ECCL. 9:10 and what should motivate us as Christians to be zealous – Love of God – ROM. 5:8-9; JN. 3:16.  God has made his grace available to us – EPH. 2:8-9 – and we should love our fellow man – the fields are white unto harvest.

