GOD’S FINAL SERMON TO MANKIND

TEXT – REVELATION 22:12-21

INTRODUCTION – The Apostle John by inspiration records these last few verses of the Bible.  These final words of God to man are very thought provoking.  The message in these last few verses of the Bible contain a very important message to man. I.E. – Will of man – his last words.

God’s last thoughts to man are meaningful, powerful, and can be wonderful for us if we allow them to impact our lives.  In order for that to happen on any level there must be interest on my part. – I.E. – Girlfriend.

Let’s study these verses with a view to how they can impact my life.  I can always see how they can improve your life, but let’s not look at theses verses in order to make application to someone else, rather let the application be personal.

1. VERSE 12- And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.  Jesus states that he is coming quickly, suddenly without warning.  What if he came right now are you ready?

a. 2 PET. 3:10-14 – God’s word repeatedly tells us to be prepared.  How do we do this? By remaining pure, blameless, without sin, always working and always praying?

b. 2 COR. 5:10-11 – Why do I need to be busy – judgment is based on each man’s work.  God wants to know what have done for Him.

c. TITUS 3:8 – To be judged faithful I must maintain good works.

d. EPH. 2:8-10 – As a Christian I am created in Christ unto good works.

e. REV. 20:11-15 – We will be judged righteously by God based on our talents, opportunities, and by the law under which we lived.

f. ACTS 10:34-35 – Many think they will slip past God in judgment, but the Bible teaches that God is no respecter of persons.  What does God want from us?

g. HEB. 5:8-9 – God wants us to have the right attitude and to faithfully obey him.  God will not be impressed with by your education, your military rank, your money, your real estate, your possessions – cars, boats, jets, planes or some powerful position you hold with a company or as a politician. Your race, your gender, married or single will not matter to God.

h. REV. 2:10 – Bottom line with God is are you going to be faithful to death.  If so you are going to receive the crown of life.

2. VERSE 13 – “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.”
a. EPH. 1:3-7 – God sees the end from the beginning.  God knew from the beginning to save us it would cost Him his Son’s blood.

b. COL. 1:15-17 - Before creation God was “in charge” and after judgment He will still be in control.

c. ROM. 1:20-25 – His eternal power and Godhead are affirmed and his display of this power leaves us without excuse.

d. ACTS 17:22-31 – Paul affirmed on Mars Hill the God the Athenians ignorantly worshipped, and declared Him unto them.

3. VERSE 14 - Blessed are they that do his commandments that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.  The beatitude of blessing.

a. JAMES 1:25 – Blessed are all ‘the obedient” who know and follow the teachings of Christ as revealed in the gospel.

b. REV. 2:7 – Blessed are those who are obedient and overcome all the trials temptations, obstacles, and persecution.  God wants us to be over comers.

c. 1 JN. 5:3-4 – How do we overcome?  Our faith is victorious thru obedience to the commands of God.

d. DAN. 3:16-18 – God wants our faith to be fire proof.  Consider Shadrach, Meshack, and Abednigo who were willing to suffer death to serve God faithfully.  They refused the teaching of man.

e. 1 PET. 1:3-9 – What about our faith?  Will it stand the test?

f. REV. 21:21-27 – Note the reward.  Is your name written there?

4. VERSE 15 - For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.  The alternative to eternal life is eternal death.

a. REV. 21:8 – There is a place called Hell prepared for those who were not able to overcome.  People praise living the sinful lifestyle here on earth, but look where it gets you.  You die the horrible eternal death of a sinner.

b. MK. 9:43-48 – Jesus said we need to give up anything that will cost us our soul and send us to this horrible place.

5. VERSE 16 -  I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.  Jesus is verifying the message and gives us his everlasting credentials.

a. JN. 14:6 – Jesus is the great “I am.”

b. ISA. 53:1-6 – The root of David.  The messiah of the Old Testament

c. JN. 8:12 – The sun is the bright and morning star that gives light, warmth, and life and energy to earth, and, so Christ is the light of the world.

d. HEB. 1:1-2 – We must hear the words of Jesus.  We must hear his testimony.

e. MATT. 17:5 – Hear ye Him is the command given to us.

f. JN. 6:68 – His words and his alone are life giving.

6. VERSE 17 -  And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.  Notice there is only one bride for Christ.

a. EPH. 5:25-27 – His church is His bride. Just as in marriage the wife wears the name of the husband and the 2 become 1 so it is with Christ and his church.  The wife is to be true, holy, pure and be willing to honor her husband and so it is with Christ and the church.

b. EPH. 5:24 – The church is subject to the rule or will of Christ.

c. Work of the church is to say “Come.”

i. 1 TIM. 3:15 – Pillar and ground of the truth.

ii. MK. 16:15-16 – Evangelism – go into the entire world.

iii. ACTS 8:4 – Example of the early church

iv. 2 PET. 3:9 – This salvation is offered to all.

v. ROM. 6:16-18 - Voluntary surrender on our part.  Will you choose life or death?

7. VERSES 18-19 - For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.  God is clearly telling us not to tamper with His word.

a. DEUT. 4:1-2 – God tells the Israelites this in the beginning. 

b. PROV. 30:6 – Listen to the words of Solomon.

c. GAL. 1:6-9 – You seal your doom by perverting or changing or modifying the gospel

d. MATT. 4:4 – Every word is important.  Consider the consequences of this statement.

e. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – It is perfect as it is.

f. MATT. 7:24-27 – Obedience to the will of God is the choice of the wise man.

8. VERSE 20 - He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.  All skeptics will be convinced, because the next great event on the Lord’s calendar is the 2nd coming.

a. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – We should be working and praying to save others but when Christ comes our work and labor will be over.

b. 1 THESS. 5:1-4 – Let’s pray come lord Jesus and be prepared for his return

c. 2 PET. 3:3-4, 15 – Some scoff at the return of the Lord. Why is he waiting?  We need to remember the long suffering of the Lord.

d. PHIL. 2:5-11 – All skeptics will one day be convinced that Jesus is the Christ.

9. VERSE 21 - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.  Salvation begins with God’s grace.

a. GEN. 6:8 – Noah obeyed by faith to be the recipient of God’s grace.

b. JN. 1:14,17 – Grace and truth came to us thru Christ.

c. 2 TIM. 2:1 - Grace is available to us only because of God’s love and Christ willingness to obey the Father.

d. EPH. 2:8-10 – Salvation and time end with God’s grace and mercy.

CONCLUSION  - As God close his book of revelation to mankind he once again reminds man of his love for him and the grace available to save his soul.  Are you a recipient of this grace?  If not become a Christian today.

If you have in the past been a recipient of this grace but have chosen to walk again with the world please repent while the Lord grants you time and opportunity.
