GOD’S GRACE

EPHESIANS 2:8-9 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Grace is indeed an important BIBLE subject.  Much religious debate and controversy has swirled around this beautiful word.  The Bible speaks of grace as a word or concept without which man’s salvation would be impossible.  Grace is derived form the Greek word – “Charis” which Thayer defines as “the word used by NT writers to describe the kindness by which god bestows favor upon the ill deserving, and grants to sinners the pardon of their offences, and bids them accept eternal salvation through Christ.
GOD’S GRACE:
1.  BIBLICAL FACTS – 

a. GAL. 1:6-9 – The gospel the good news is a result of God’s grace! “I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.”
b. GAL. 1:15 – Christians are called by grace.  “But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb and called me through His grace”
c. 2 COR. 12:7-10 – God’s grace is sufficient for us in every aspect of our life. “And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 9 And He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
d. EPH. 2:5 – We are saved by grace.  “even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
e. HEB. 13:9 – Our heart is established by grace – “Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with them.” 
f. TITUS 3:7 – We are justified by grace – “that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”
g. HEB. 12:28-29 – We render acceptable service to God by grace.  “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.  

h. 2 THESS. 2:16 – We have consolation and hope by grace – “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation and good hope by grace,”  
i. 1 COR. 15:9-10 – God’s grace makes us better people. – “For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”  
j. HEB. 4:16 – Grace helps us in time of need – “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”     
2. THE ORIGIN OF GRACE – 

a. 1 COR. 1:3 – Grace is made available to us by God the Father and his Son – “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
b. JN. 1:17 – Grace is especially associated with Jesus in the NT – “For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”   We need to also note the association with grace and truth.  
3. SOME RECEIPTENTS OF GOD’S GRACE – 

a. GEN. 6:8 – Noah – “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.”
b. PROV. 3:34 – God gives grace to the humble – “Surely He scorns the scornful, But gives grace to the humble.” 

c. LUKE 2:40 – Jesus experienced the grace of God – “And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.”
d. 1 COR. 15:10 – Paul also experienced the grace of God – “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”
e. EPH. 6:24 – All who love the Lord have God’s grace bestowed upon them. - “Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.”  All who receive God’s grace have some common traits – they are obedient, trusting, and submissive to God.

f. MATT. 7:13-14 – Because only a certain type of person (obedient, trusting) receives God’s grace explains why even though grace is available to all (universal) still only a few are saved – “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.”   
4. GRACE CAN BE ABUSED – 

a. JUDE 4 – Some in the first century turned the grace of God into lasciviousness – “For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.”
b. ROM. 6:1-2 – Some still present grace today in such a way as to encourage sin - “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?”  Instead of hearing statements which stress the responsibility of men living right we hear statements like this, “…the way a Christian lives, what he says, his character, his conduct, or his attitude toward other people have nothing to do with the salvation of his soul,”  says Sam Morris a Baptist preacher.

c. God’s grace is also terribly abused when it is presented by man in such a way that God is the only operative force and agent.  “Salvation is a free gift from God to certainindividuals. We exercise faith in order to be saved, but even our faith is a gift from God…”  William Cox, Amillennialism Today.  “We believe that salvation of sinners is wholly of grace – Baptist Manual – page 47.
d. JAMES 2:19-26 – Saving faith is always active and obedient – READ 
5. GRACE REIGNS THROUGH RIGHTEOUSNESS – 

a. ROM. 5:21- This is an excellent verse regarding God’s grace and man’s role in receving it – “so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” – Grace is successful in the climate of righteousness.

b. ACTS 10:34-35 – Do we want to be accepted of God? “Then Peter opened his mouth and said: "In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him. 
c. 2 COR. 6:1 – Grace can be received in vain – “We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in vain.” 
d. GAL. 5:4 – The scripture is clear we can fall from grace – “You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.”
e. 2 PET. 3:17-18 – Since we do not want to receive grace in vain or fall from grace we need to grow in grace, stand in grace and be strong in grace – “You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.”
CONCLUSION – In this lesson we have endeavored to study the truth about God’s grace as presented by God’s word – ACTS 20:32 - So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I therefore commend you to the grace of ACTS 14:26 – “From there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work which they had completed.”  
