GOD’S HEAVENLY RECIPE FOR UNITY

EPHESIANS 4:1-6 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Today we want to see what God has cooking for us!  Would you believe it is a heavenly recipe for unity?  That recipe can only be found in God’s holy word – EPH. 4:1-6 – TEXT.

We all realize the importance of unity and how pleasant it is when unity abounds and there is are no divisions among us as brethren – PSA. 133:1 – Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!  In our lesson today we want to talk about the most beautiful and pleasant togetherness men can experience – UNITY.

The O.T. prophet Amos posed the question – AMOS 3:3 – “Can two walk together except they be agreed?” 

 How could the children of Israel walk with God unless they carefully listened to God and heeded his commands?

How can we walk with God today if we will not carefully listen to and adhere to his teachings?

What happened when Israel walked with God? God was pleased and he blessed them for their faithfulness.

What happened when they refused to listen to God? They went in sin and idolatry and division occurred. God has given us a heavenly recipe for unity and if we obey it division will not occur.

Just what do we mean by the phrase “heavenly recipe.”  It is God’s set of detailed instructions, just as he gave for the Holy anointing oil in the O.T. – EX. 30:22-25 – God told Moses exactly what ingredients to mix in order to make this holy anointing oil.

In God’s heavenly recipe we have the exact ingredients necessary for unity – How important is unity?

Jesus prayed for it – JN. 17:20-21
Paul pleaded for it – 1 COR. 1:10
Jesus had a plan for it - EPH. 4:1-6 – This plan is God’s heavenly recipe for unity!

1.) ONE BODY – UNITY OF ORGANIZATION - In this plan or scheme of redemption God intended for both Jew and Gentile to be members of one body.

a. EPH. 3:6 – The Gentiles were to be fellow heirs with the Jews in this one body.

b. EPH. 2:13-16 – The Jews and Gentiles are reconciled to God in this one body.  

c. COL. 1:12-21 – We can see there is unity of organization because God intended for all men to be reconciled and redeemed by the blood of Christ and to be a member of the one body  (church) of which he is the head.

d. ACTS 20:28-30 - Division results when men proclaim attend the church of your choice.  One is as good as another.

2.) ONE SPIRIT – UNITY OF INSPIRATION – Next God lovingly included in his heavenly recipe one spirit.

a. JN. 16:13-15 – This one spirit guided the apostles into all the truth and that is why we have unity of inspiration.

b. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – The Holy Spirit inspired the prophets of the O.T. as well as those in the N.T. - they did not speak on their own initiative. 

c. 2 PET. 1:20-21 – Holy men of God spoke as they were moved to do so by the H.S. this is how we know that there is unity of inspiration and that the scripture is profitable to us for doctrine, reproof, correction and training in righteousness.

d. 1 TIM. 4:1-5 - Division occurs when men listen to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.

3.) ONE HOPE – UNITY OF DESTINATION – We can also see God graciously mixed in this heavenly recipe one hope.

a. TIT. 3:7 – As God’s children (Christians) we have the hope of eternal life.  Where will Christians spend eternity?

b. 1 PET. 1:3-4 –We unity of destination because our aim is to reach heaven.

c. EPH. 2:12 – People in the world without God have no hope.  Would you rather have hope or be hopeless?  If your hope is not in reaching heaven, what is it that you are hoping for – hell?

d. HEB. 6:18-20 – Division occurs when we put our hope in the things of this earth – Premillineallism, Watch Tower Society. etc.

4.) ONE LORD – UNITY OF AUTHORIZATION – Let us note another important ingredient in this heavenly recipe for unity – one Lord – Listen to Peter’s words on Pentecost.

a. ACTS 2:36 – Peter by inspiration said God has made Jesus, both Lord and Christ.

b. MATT. 28:18 – Since God is all-powerful and he has made Jesus Lord he stated emphatically – that all power has been given unto me.  How important is this power or authority?

c. COL. 3:17 – So important that it covers every facet of our life.  That whatsoever we do in word or deed we must do in the name of the Lord – by his authority.  

d. MATT. 15:8-9 – Division occurs when we use the authority of men in religion and usurp the authority of Christ. We must remember that we will be judged by the authoritative words of Christ.

5.) ONE FAITH – UNITY OF INSTRUCTION – The next ingredient in God’s heavenly recipe for unity is one faith.  

a. JUDE 3 – As Christians we are to earnestly to contend for the faith.  Note that it was once delivered and is not continuing to be delivered today.

b. ROM. 1:16-17 – We are to live by faith

c. ROM. 10:17 – “So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”  Our faith is to be derived from the gospel message – the word of God.  If we only attain it from this source we have unity of instruction.

d. GAL. 1:6-12 – Division occurs when men begin to receive instruction from any man who teaches differently from the gospel, he comes up with some manual, discipline, creed or book that needs to be followed in addition to the Bible. He is changing God’s recipe and God places anathema (devoted to God’s curse of death) to any one who teaches a different gospel.  The Bible says we can have unity of instruction if we let that one instructor be Christ and his gospel.

6.) ONE BAPTISM – UNITY OF REGENERATION – God’s heavenly recipe for unity could not be complete without the ingredient of one baptism.  What baptism is referred to by the “one baptism?”

a. MARK 16:15-16 – It is the baptism of the great commission.  The baptism Jesus commanded, that every believer must obey in order to be saved.  It is in this baptism that there is unity of regeneration.

b. TIT. 3:3-5 – The person is regenerated when they receive this spiritual washing.

c. ACTS 22:16 – Saul was regenerated when his sins were washed away.

d. JN. 3:3-5 – When a person is regenerated he is born again and just how important is this regeneration?  Unless we are born again we cannot enter into the kingdom (the church of which Christ is the head).  When anyone teaches that baptism is not necessary for salvation then division will occur.

7.) ONE GOD – UNITY OF ADORATION – The last ingredient without which the heavenly recipe for unity would not be complete is one God.  Who is this one God?

a. GEN. 1:26-27 – He is the creator.

b. 1 COR. 8:4-6 – There are no other gods; there is only one God!

c. MATT. 4:10 – Since there is only one God he deserves the worship of man and that means there is unity of adoration.  We are to only adore and worship one God.

d. ROM. 1:22-25 – Division starts when man decides to worship any thing or object other than the creator.

CONCLUSION – This one God we are to serve is no respecter of persons – ACTS 10:34-35 – proof of this is God’s heavenly recipe for unity.

How many bodies did God give? One - How many spirits are there? One  - How many hopes are there? One

We know that there are also only One Lord, One faith, One baptism, and One God.

When does division come about when man builds more than one church and goes beyond God’s one plan for unity.  It is clear if we follow God’s heavenly recipe for unity there will be no divisions or denominations and every man would be a Christian and individually a member of the church of Christ and willing to respectfully follow the teaching and doctrine of Christ.  God’s plan for us to be saved is - HBRCB

