GOD’S MIRROR

TEXT – JAMES 1:21-25

INTRODUCTION - 
God’s Word is referred to in our text as the perfect law of liberty.  We want to look into that perfect law of liberty today just as if we were looking into a mirror.  Before we came to services this morning I would dare to say we all looked into a mirror. WHY?  To accurately see by our reflection if we needed to comb our hair, shave, put on makeup etc.


When we look in God’s mirror his perfect law of liberty, what type of reflection do we see?  If we want to receive the blessings of God we must see the reflection of one who is a doer of the word.


Many people chose to not obey the commands of God, therefore as they look into God’s mirror , the holy scriptures, they see that they are in an: 

1) UNSAVED CONDITION -   

A. It is evident to them that they are not walking in the light – JN. 8:12 – they are walking in darkness

B. God’s reflective mirror also brings them to the realization they have not been translated into the kingdom – COL. 1:13-14 – They are under the power of darkness

C. God’s word also allows them to see the reflection of one who is w/o hope – EPH. 2:12 – in this unsaved condition

D. As long  as they remain in this condition they will receive the wages of sin – ROM. 6:23
E. As they continue to look into God’s mirror they can clearly see those in an unsaved condition will be punished – 2 THESS. 1:7-9
F. But you do not have to receive the condemnation of God, if you will obey his word – ROM. 8:1-2
As we continue to look in the reflective mirror of God’s word, many people will see they have been:

2) DECEIVED  - 

A. PROV. 14:12 – There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the

ends thereof are the ways of death.

B. JER. 10:23 – O Lord, I know the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.

C. Examples in God’s word of those who were deceived – MATT. 15:1-9 –

They were deceived into believing that their worship was acceptable to

God

D. Many people today are deceived, because they follow after the

philosophies of men – COL. 2:8 – Paul warns the brethren at Colossae 

E. All men have been deceived in that all men have sinned – ROM. 3:23 –

Paul speaks in reference to himself - TIT. 3:3-6
As we once again take a glimpse in God’s mirror many of us will see the reflection of:

3) WORLDLINESS – 

A. In God’s word he warns us we will reap what we sow – GAL. 6:7-9 – 

B. What are some of the works of the flesh sown by many in their life – GAL. 5:19-21 – note the harvest they will reap – shall not inherit the kingdom of God

C. This thought is reaffirmed by the Apostle Paul in his letter to the Cor. Brethren – 1 COR. 6:9-10
D. Worldliness could be prevented if people would read, study, and obey God’s word – 1 JN. 2: 15-17, also note JAMES 4:4
E. Look into the reflective words of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ – MATT. 6:19-21
F. Notice the horrible results of worldliness – ROM. 1:28-32 – they will be judged by God as worthy of death

As many Christians peer into God’s perfect law of liberty, they will behold the reflection of a person who is:

4) UNFAITHFUL – Many Christians are unfaithful in;

A. Attending the assemblies – HEB. 10:25 –31
B. In their personal study – 2 TIM. 2:15, PSA. 1:1-2
C. Steadfastness – 1 COR. 15:58
D. Fleeing from evil – 1 THESS.5:22-23
E. Note the sad picture God’s word depicts of those who fall away from their service to God – 2 PET. 2:20-22
As we continue to  look into God’s word as a mirror to show flaws in our life many will see the reflection of being:

5) UNFRUITFUL – 

A. Christ said his disciples will bear fruit – JN. 15:8
B. What fruit does a Christian bear – GAL. 5:22-24
C. Do we want to be considered as wise before God – PROV. 11:28 – The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life and he that winneth souls is wise.

D. A Christian that bears fruit will also be a shining light – MATT. 5:!6 – Thus we can give glory to God by the life that we live.

As we look into God’s mirror and examine our lives let’s live in such a way as to not see the reflections of one who is unsaved, deceived, worldly, unfaithful, unfruitful but rather the reflection:

6) FAITHFULNESS – 

A. We can see the reflection of faithfulness if and only if we give God first

place in our lives – MATT. 22:36-40

B. If God has first place in our lives we will be able with the help of God to:

1. Control our speech – JAMES 1:26

2. Restores the erring – GAL.6:1

3. Control our thoughts – PHIL. 4:8

4. Teach others – HEB. 5:12-14

5. Worship God properly – JN. 4:23-24 – Sing, communion, etc
6. Have a prayerful attitude – 1 THESS. 5:17

CONCLUSION -  The question today is How does God’s word picture you?

If you are pictured as not being in a saved state, then obey God’s word become a doer of his will today – 2 COR. 6:2 – Behold now is the accepted time, behold now is the day of salvation.

If God’s word pictures you as unfaithful – Then repent, ask God for forgiveness, and we will pray for you.  Please come.

