GOD’S WARNINGS

ACTS 20:28-32 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – You can hardly purchase a household product on it today that does not have a warning label.  God uses his word as a warning for us today.  The problem is that often we do not heed the warning.

In our text – ACTS 20:28-32 – Paul gives the elders from Ephesus a warning  - REV. 2:4 -about future problems they could encounter.  The duty of an evangelist is also to sound the warning by using the word of God to reprove, rebuke and exhort – 2 TIM. 4:2 –“Preach the word be instant….” In our lesson today we will examine various warnings from God.

GOD’S WARNINGS:

1. GOD WARNS TEACHERS AND PREACHERS –

a. JAMES 3:1-2 – They will receive a heavier judgment.

b. ROM. 2:17-23 – The Jews taught one thing and did something else.

2. GOD WARNED NOAH – 

a. GEN. 6:11-14a – God warned Noah about the destruction vs. 7, 13 (God does not tell him how) that awaited mankind.  How did Noah react to God’s warning?

b. HEB. 11:7 – Noah reacted to God’s warning by faith – he trusted God and believed his words.

3. GOD WARNED THE WISE MEN AND JOSEPH – 

a. MATT. 2:7-12 – The wise men heeded the warning of God even though they had to go another way home. – vs. 7-12
b. MATT. 2:13-21 – Joseph took Jesus to Egypt a as he was warned by god in a dream.  God was taking care of his Son because Herod shortly after that decreed that all male 2 years old or younger should be killed.  What if we had been in the shoes of Joseph?  Would we have heeded the warning? I.E. – HEB. 10:25 – Not forsaking the assemblies, do we heed this warning?

4. GOD WARNED THE WICKED – 

a. EZK. 3:16-21 – God warned Israel thru the prophet Ezekiel to turn from their evil ways and he warned the righteous to be careful to fulfill their duties to warn others.  Are we warning those who are living in sin?

b. JAMES 5:19-20 – Sinners cannot be turned from their sin and their soul saved unless they are warned about their sinful lifestyle.

5. GOD WARNED THE IGNORANT – 

a. HOSEA 4:6-9 – God said his people were destroyed for lack of knowledge.  What about us today does God warn us?

b. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Study (give diligence) to show ourselves approved unto God. If we want to know what God would have us to do then we must study so we will learn his will for our life.  I.E. – ACTS 17:11 – The Bereans

6. GOD WARNS THE UNRULY – 

a. 1 THESS. 5:14 -  - Warn them to stop being in rebellion to God and begin following his rules that are stated for us in his Word.  Do we warn those who are living in rebellion to God?

b. GAL. 6:1-2 – We must go to those who are overtaken in a fault.

7. GOD WARNS US TO BEWARE OF COVETEOUSNESS – 

a. LUKE 12:15-21 – Was it wrong that he tore down his barns to build bigger ones?  No, it was his attitude toward those things he possessed that condemned him – vs. 18-19.

b. MATT. 6:19-21 – Notice Jesus is warning them about different attitudes they needed to possess.  What is or attitude toward the things of this world?  What is our attitude toward the eternal reward of heaven?

8. GOD WARNS TO BEWARE OF DOGS – 

a. PHIL. 3:2 – Evil workers in the church today – they lie, stir up trouble like those who said you had to be circumcised in a fleshly way but what God really wants today is for our heart to be circumcised

b. 3 JN. 9-11 – Diotrephes was an example of a troublemaker in the church in the first century.  Note verse 11 – Do not follow evil but that which is good.  What do we follow?

9. GOD WARNS OF FALSE PROPHETS – 

a. MATT. 7:15-23 – One time I went golfing with Shawn, Shane, Kevin, and Bob there was a sign near a ditch filled with water that said “Beware of Snakes.”  Did I follow the warning? – YES – Do we follow the warning of Jesus too or do we just ignore it?  False doctrine is poison to the soul!

b. 2 THESS. 2:10-12 – We can love and receive the truth or believe a lie it is totally our choice.

10. GOD WARNS US TO BE PREPARED – 

a. HEB. 9:27 – “It is appointed unto man once to die, but after this the judgment.”  The only problem is we do no know when we will die.  JAMES 2:14 – States “…For what is your life it is even as a vapor, that appeareth for a little while and then vanishes away.”
b. 2 COR. 5:10 – We will appear before the judgment seat of Christ!  Will we be ready and prepared to meet the Lord?

CONCLUSION – Do we heed the warnings of God or ignore them?  I am the only one who really knows my heart other than God.  If your heart is not right with the Lord because of sin then take care of that today – OBEY THE GOSPEL!
