GOD’S WILL

MATTHEW 26:36-44 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We live in a world where people make decisions based on what they want and what is best for them and they look out only for self. We all make choices everyday.  We need to understand that all the choices we make have consequences.  Sometimes these consequences are good and sometimes they are evil.  As Christians we should always consider our supreme being – God before making any decision in life.  If we will notice our text for today’s lesson – MATT. 26:36-44 – that is exactly what Jesus did.

IF WE CONSIDER GOD’S WILL THEN WE WILL CHOOSE:

1. SPIRITUAL OVER CARNAL – 

a. ROM. 8:5-8 – To be carnally minded is death.  To be spiritually minded is life, which will you, choose.

b. COL. 3:1-2 – Set our affection on things above.

2. OTHERS BEFORE SELF – 

a. PHIL. 2:3-5 – Esteem others better than self.  Look at the example of Christ.

b. ACTS 9:36-39 – Dorcas was full of good works for others.

3. GRATEFUL OVER GRIPING – 

a. 1 THESS. 5:16-18 – Rejoice, be thankful.

b. 2 TIM. 3:2 – Lovers of self who complain, whine, gripe and murmur.

c. 1 COR. 10:5-10 - Note the consequences of griping. Remember the children of Israel.

4. ABSTINENCE OVER INDULGENCE – 

a. 1 JN. 2:1-2 – God instructs us to sin not.  Abstain

b. 1 PET. 2:11 – Abstain from fleshly lusts.

c. 1 COR. 6:18-20 – Flee fornication.

d. 1 THESS. 5:21-22 – “Prove all things hold fast to that which is good. Abstain from all appearance (every form) of evil.”
5. HEAVENLY WISDOM RATHER THAN EARTHLY WISDOM –

a. 1 COR. 1:18-21 – God chose what man considers foolish to save him (the preaching of the gospel).

b. JAMES 3:13-18 – Chose the wisdom from above because it is full of mercy and able to bring peace. 

c. ISA. 55:8-9 – God’s thoughts are higher than our thoughts.

6. GOSPEL INSTEAD OF DOCTRINE OF MEN – 

a. ROM. 16:17-18 – Mark those who teach another gospel.  A different one, because it contains the doctrines of men.

b. MATT. 15:7-9 – Their choice did not please God.

7. LORD’S CHURCH NOT DENOMINATIONS – 

a. MATT. 16:18 – “I will build my church.”

b. EPH. 5:23 – Christ is the head of the church the Savior of the body.  How many bodies is he the savior of? – EPH. 4:4 – “There is one body”

c. EPH. 1:22-23 – How do we know this one body is the church?

d. ACTS 2:36-41, 47 – If I choose to obey Christ then he adds me to his church.

8. HEAVEN NOT HELL – 

a. 1 PET. 1:3-9 – Choose a place in heaven reserved for you.

b. MARK 9:43-48 – Serious mistake to choose hell instead of heaven.

CONCLUSION – God has always allowed man to make his choices and today is no different.  You can choose to serve self or serve God and do his will.  What is your decision?  Remember eternity hangs in the balance.

