GOOD WORKS - HELPING OUR BRETHREN

EPHESIANS 2:8-10 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Paul clearly told the brethren at Ephesus that they were created in Christ Jesus unto good works.  Have you ever heard brethren say I would like to do something for the Lord but I just do not know what I can do.  We are going to limit our study today to good works we can do that will help our brethren.  

We are going to look at the scriptures in this lesson and first notice that we are commanded to be involved in good works toward our brethren – GAL. 6:9-10 – We need to do good to all but especially to those who are of the household of God.  In PHIL. 2:3-4 – We are commanded to esteem others better than ourselves, look not on ourselves but on the things of others.  Notice what John the apostle of love has to say about our helping our brethren – 1 JN. 3:16-18 – The love of God does not dwell in us if we do not help our brother who is in need.  Since we can see from the scriptures that this is not optional what are some of the things we can do that are related to helping our brethren.

GOOD WORKS RELATED TO HELPING OUR BRETHREN – 

1. ATTEND SERVICES – 
a. HEB. 10:24-25 – We can attend services this is one way to “stir up love and good works.”  We can only encourage our brethren when we are here.  If we are not here we have the opposite effect, we discourage them or give them the wrong impression.  

b. JN. 20:19-24 – Thomas was not at services and look what he missed. - I. E. – young Christian who thought it was OK to miss services because they saw other members who they looked up to doing it – we need to make sure we help our brethren not hurt them by our example.

c. ACTS 20:6-7 – Paul tarried at Troas – Why?

2. WORDS OF ENCOURAGMENT – 
a. DEUT. 3:28 – God told Moses to encourage and strengthen Joshua as he was about to carry the children of Israel into the promise land (he had a difficult task ahead).   We can give words of encouragement to those who teach, those who lead singing, those who lead prayer – especially those who are young either chronologically or in the faith and have just started doing these things.  Why is encouragement so important? 

b. GAL. 6:9 – We do not want our brethren to grow weary in well doing – so when we see or hear about someone doing good we need to pat them on the back by a card, email, or just making a personal comment to them.

c. ACTS 11:21-23 – Barnabas exhorted them to cleave to the Lord.

d. PROV. 12:25 – When is the last time we tried to encourage someone by our words.  We can sometimes lift the spirits of others just by giving a word of encouragement. 

e. PROV. 16:24 – The right words at the right time can be just what someone needs to help pick them up. We can encourage those who seem to be discouraged for what ever the reason  - phone call, letter, email, or just spending some time with them – talking after services, inviting others out to eat whether at a restaurant or at home or maybe the thing they need the most is for someone to just listen.

3. VISITING – 
a. MATT. 25:34-40 - We can visit those who are sick and shut in – we can call them or send them a card.  If they need things done for them during their illness we can volunteer to go to the grocery store to get food, or medicine any errands they might need for us to help them with.

b. MATT. 14:14 – Jesus had compassion on the sick

c. ACTS 15:36 – Paul wanted to go visit their brethren. Did he just want to talk to them.  The word visit means to inspect to go to see, to relieve. So they could meet their needs whatever they may be.

d. JAMES 1:27 – Visiting keeps ourselves unspotted from the world.   WE must see their need and meet it.

e. ACTS 9:36-39 – Dorcas is a good example of one who visited widows and inspected their needs so she made them coats and garments.

4. WEEP WITH THOSE THAT WEEP – 
a. ROM. 12:15 – We can weep with those who weep.  If someone loses a loved one we need to be there for them.  Cards or flowers can be sent, food can be taken to the home where the family will be gathered and we can make sure we attend the funeral.

b.  2 COR. 7:6 – How many times has God comforted you by the coming of one of his people?   We need to pray that we will be the one God uses next time to comfort someone else.

c. 1 TIM. 5:10 – Relieving the afflicted is one of the “good works” mentioned by Paul to Timothy.

5. DOING THE LITLE THINGS – 
a. MATT. 10:42 – We need to understand the importance of doing seemingly the small things.  What are some small things that must be done.  Clean the building, carry out the trash, prepare the Lord’s Supper, mow the grass, and rake the leaves, organize the work room, change out bulletin boards, collate material for classes these are all small things that must be done but they will not go unnoticed by God he will reward you for your service.

6. SEEKING TO RESTORE BRETHREN – 
a. GAL. 6:1 – If any of our brethren should go astray let us try to restore them as soon as possible.

b. JAMES 5:19-20 – Let’s not wait until they have completely fallen away before we take action.

CONCLUSION – Notice what Jesus said in JN. 9:4 – We must endeavor to do the good works God would have us to engage in.  It has been said “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as you can.”  We sing the song “Each day I’ll do a golden deed by helping those who are in need, my life on earth is but a span and so I’ll do the best I can”   Am I doing the best I can when it comes to good works related to helping my brethren if not then repent and start afresh.

