GOSPEL MEETING – TIME FOR A SPIRITUAL CHECKUP
2 CORINTHIANS 13:5 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Each year we plan and conduct two gospel meetings one in the fall and the other in the spring.  Our spring meeting will begin next Sunday with brother Billy Randolph.  Our gospel meetings are used as an evangelistic tool for outreach in the community to those who have never obeyed the gospel, but we can also use the meeting to edify us as God’s people.  

We certainly need to be encouraged to grow in faith and love. Brother Randolph will be bringing a series of lessons on events in the life of Christ.  Since it is our goal as a Christian to become more like Christ each day we should be interested in this series of lessons.  The gospel meeting can be very much like a spiritual check up for you and me.

We all go to the doctor for a physical checkup each year to find out our physical condition.  A gospel meeting can serve the same purpose it can help us check out our spiritual condition.  Paul told the Corinthians to check up on their spiritual condition – 2 COR. 13:5 - Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are disqualified.
Hopefully this lesson today will help prepare us for our upcoming gospel meeting!!!

SPIRITUAL CHECKUP:

I. OUR WEIGHT – The very first thing that my doctor does when I come in for a checkup is he weighs me.  The scale is in the hall.  I do not even get to the patients room and I have a good idea how the checkup is going to go.  Why does the doctor weigh us first?  Because it our weight is a good health indicator.
A. DAN. 5:22-27 – King Belshazzar did not humble himself before God.  He did not give him any glory in his life.  He was weighed and found wanting.  God does the weighing of men.  Have you weighed yourself lately? In the physical sense we often step on scales to weigh ourselves but what about spiritually.  Where do we stand?
B. PROV. 16:2 – God will weigh each one.  How will you weigh in the judgment?
II. OUR EYES – The next thing a doctor does is check your eye sight by you reading a chart for them.  Our eyes are very important to us and we often take our eyesight for granted until we begin to lose it.
A. MATT. 6:22-23 – Is our life full of light or darkness spiritually?.  We cannot follow Christ without walking in the light.

B. Let’s look at some spiritual diseases of the eyes
a. 2 PET. 2:14 – Eyes full  of adultery

b. 2 PET. 1:5-9 – Shortsighted or blind.
C. The type of eyes we need – 
a. JN. 4:35 – Eyes that will look on the fields.

b. LUKE 24:16, 31 – Not eyes that are restrained but eyes that are open so we can know Jesus.  Do you know Jesus?  We need eyes that recognize his kingship, his authority, and his love for us.
III. OUR HEART – When I get into the examination room my doctor always checks my heart.  He begins with blood pressure and pulse then actually listens to the rhythm of my heart beat.  He does all this because the heart is the most important organ in our body.
A. PROV. 4:23 – God also knows the importance of the heart.

B. ACTS 8:13-22 – Even a Christian can have a bad heart. Is our heart right in the sight of God? If not we need to repent!!!

C. ROM. 10:9-10 – Faith stems from the heart.

D. ROM. 6:17-18 – Obedience also stems from the heart

E. MATT. 5:8 – As Christians we must maintain purity of heart if we fail to do so we will not see God.

F. 1 PET. 1:22-23 – Do we love our brethren with a pure heart?

IV. OUR TONGUE – At some point during our checkup the doctor tells us to stick our tongue and ahhh…

A. PROV. 12:18 – Does our tongue promote health or sickness?

B. PROV. 18:21 – How we use our tongue is a matter of life and death.

C. PROV. 21:23 – We must exercise self control when it comes to the use of our tongue.

D. JAMES 1:26 – If we do not exercise self control with the use of our tongue we make our religion useless. 
V. OUR EARS – Our hearing is of utmost importance to our spiritual well being since faith comes by hearing and we cannot please God without faith.
A. MATT. 17:5 – God tells us to hear Jesus.
B. JN. 8:47 – Sometimes Jesus tells us things that are difficult to do.

C. JN. 10:27 – If we are his sheep we will hear him and follow him.

D. JAMES 1:19 – Are we swift to hear? 

E. 2 TIM. 2:2 – What we hear we must commit to faithful men who will teach others.

F. ACTS 13:7 – There are many in the world just like Sergius Paulus who want to hear the word of God.  There are still prudent men today who want to hear the word of God.

VI. OUR TEMPERATURE – A doctor usually will not allow you to leave his office without taking your temperature.  Our temperature indicates body conditions.
A. REV. 3:14-19 – What is your spiritual temperature?  Hot – Cold – Lukewarm.

B. TITUS 2:14 – Are we zealous for good works?

C. 1 COR. 15:58 – Be steadfast, unmovable and abound in the work of the Lord.

CONCLUSION – To be spiritually healthy we must obey the orders of the great physician Jesus

