GOSPEL MEETING PREPARATIONS

MARK 16:15-16 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Christ exhorts us to preach the gospel – MK. 16:15-16 – “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”

Christ stated in MATT. 28:18-20 – “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

Paul encouraged Timothy to give heed to the doctrine of Christ – 1TIM. 4:16 –“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.”
Paul encouraged him to teach others this soul saving message – 2 TIM. 2:2 –“And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”

We had a work day last Saturday to clean up around the building and to get the grounds ready for this upcoming meeting, but are we prepared spiritually speaking for this meeting – Note the example of Ezra – EZRA 7:10 – “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.”
Ezra wanted to do God’s will and he was prepared – in his heart.  What is God’s will today – That sinners be saved – 1 TIM. 1:15 – “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”

Note the blessings of God we will receive if we are prepared to do God’s will – PSA. 112:1-8 – Is our heart fixed, established, and prepared for our meeting.

WHAT MUST WE DO TO PREPARE?

1. PRAYERFUL – We must have a prayerful attitude!

a. COL. 4:2-3 – Paul told the brethren in Colossae to continue in prayer

b. EPH. 6:17-20 – Paul asked the brethren to pray for him

2. REPENT – We need to repent if we have not been working, as we should!

a. MATT. 21:28-31 – If we are a Christian we have made the commitment to work for the master, but are we working, if not repent

b. 1 JN. 1:7-9 – Is the truth in us? – then we need to confess our sins to God and get busy working

3. EXERCISE – Christians need to exercise ourselves to godliness!

a. 1 TIM. 4:7-12 – As Christians we need to be an example of one who is pure

b. MATT. 5:13-16 – What type of example am I?

4. PROCLAIMER – As Christians we must be a proclaimer of the gospel!

a. LUKE 4:16-19 – Jesus preached the gospel and we must do the same – ROM. 1:16-17
b. 2 TIM. 4:1-8 - Note the words of Paul to Timothy – Preach the word, as Paul faced death he was concerned about others such as Timothy continuing to preach the truth, contained in the gospel

5. ATTENDANCE – We must make plans to attend!

a. ACTS 11:26 – If we do not assemble, we miss the teaching of truth

b. ACTS 2:36-44 – New Testament Christians assembled so they could continue in the apostles doctrine

6. READINESS – We must be in a constant state of readiness!

a. ACTS 17:11 – We must be ready to receive the word with readiness of mind, Vincent says “they searched the word from top to bottom” to prove what Paul said was true by the scriptures, God does not want us to be gullible.

b. 1 THESS. 5:21 – “Prove all things hold fast (give yourself to it) to that which is good”  - ROM. 10:17
IT IS GREAT TO BE PREPARED, BUT WE MUST BE WILLING TO TAKE ACTION – this is the tough part.

1. TEACH THE TRUTH – 

a. JN. 8:32 – JN. 17:17 – 

b. Men do not always respond favorably to the truth – ACTS 7:51-59 – They were cut to the heart by the gospel and they stoned Stephen.  It was the truth but it was not what they wanted to hear.  They killed the messenger because they did not like the message and could not argue against it.

2. REACTIONS TO TRUTH – 

a. 2 KINGS 5:1-11 – Naaman – was mad at the message but he was still a leper – His being angry did not change the truth of the message vs 13-15
b. ACTS 13:45-46 – Some will judge themselves unworthy of everlasting life

c. ACTS 17:22-32, 32-34 – Reaction to the gospel

3. WE MUST TEACH THE TRUTH FOR THOSE WHO WILL BELIEVE -

a. ACTS 2:36-41 – Those gladly received the word, would this have happened if the apostles did not obey the great commission of Jesus – “Go into all the world and preach the gospel”
b. ACTS 8:36-38 – Philip preached unto him Jesus

CONCLUSION – In our gospel meeting that is coming up we will be attempting to teach the truth about Jesus and gain a greater insight into biblical authority, so we can please God – HEB. 11:6 – W/o faith it is impossible to please him.

