GOSPEL MEETINGS AND PRIORITIES

COL. 1:13-18 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – The church here in Mary Esther has decided to have a series of lessons that will begin next Sunday and go thru Thursday.  You will have the opportunity to hear 7 lessons from God’s word.   The deciding factor as to how many we will hear often boils down to our priorities.  
Today our nation is faced with many perplexing problems. There are economic problems, ecological problems, educational problems, and problems with wars in both Afghanistan and Iraq. The problem facing our Congress and President is that of prioritizing these problems and deciding what is important and what should be given their immediate attention.

As Christians we are lucky the Lord has removed all doubts as to what should have priority in our lives.  The purpose of this lesson is to look at three things that must be given top priority in our lives.
PRIORITIES:

I. CHRIST – 

A. COL. 1:13-18 – Christ is to have preeminence in all things.  During a gospel meeting I have an opportunity to let others know what is important to me.

B. MATT. 17:5 – Since Christ has all authority and should have preeminence in our lives who should we hear.   We will have the opportunity to hear the gospel of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ in this upcoming meeting.   Is hearing what Jesus has to say a priority for us today.  It is if he has preeminence!!!
C. COL. 3:1-5 – Does Christ have preeminence in our affection?  Where is our mind set?   It depends on our priorities.  What will your priorities be during the upcoming gospel meeting?

D. PHIL. 4:8 – Our priorities are made manifest by our thoughts.  Attending this meeting should prompt us to think on things that are pleasing to God.
E. EPH. 5:16-17 – We all have the same amount of time but how we decide to use it is up to us and again it is a reflection of our priorities.

II. KINGDOM OF GOD – 

A. MATT. 6:33 – We are commanded by Christ to seek first his kingdom?  Can we seek first the reign and rule of Christ in our life and not take advantage of the upcoming opportunity we will have to hear the gospel preached and proclaimed?

B. MATT. 9:35 – Jesus preaching the gospel about the kingdom was a priority in his life.

C. COL. 1:13 – People will have the opportunity to be conveyed into the kingdom.
D. ACTS 8:12 – How did people in the first century become part of the kingdom?

E. COL. 4:11 – Is being a fellow worker in the kingdom something that is a priority for me?

III. EDIFICATION – A building up, making advancements, improvements.  Is this a priority for us as God’s children?
A. ACTS 9:31 – We can only be edified if we fear the Lord.   How do we reflect that we fear (reverence, respect, awe) the Lord?

B. 1 COR. 8:1 – Love edifies and it builds up because it does what is best for the brethren.  Love is the chief test of the Christian.
C. EPH. 4:11-16 – Why did God give some to be evangelists, pastors, and teachers?   So Christians could be edified.  Are we as members of the body?  Do we do our part so the body can grow?

D. 1 COR. 14:3-5 – Paul is stating the church at Corinth needs to receive edification.   If they needed edification then are we so arrogant to say it is not a priority (important) for me

E. 1 THESS. 5:11 – Paul is urging the Christians at Thessalonica to have continual growth.  The upcoming meeting is an opportunity for all who are Christians to grow, but will it be a priority for us?   

CONCLUSION – 

What are your priorities?

One thing for sure – God knows – we can not fool him!!!

Put God first in your life today!!!
