GRATITUDE
COLOSSIANS 3:17 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION – As Christians should we be a thankful people?  The expression of gratitude seems to be becoming a lost art in the world we live in today.  Even as Christians we often become so busy we forget to stop and say “thank you.”

Are we thankful for each other as brothers and sisters in Christ?

Are we appreciative of the blessing we receive from God and for his love, mercy and grace he extends to us as his children?

It is quite noticeable in our society today that children fail to be thankful for everything their parents provide for them. 

Husbands and wives do not express gratitude and appreciation for their mates.

Employees are not thankful for their employers and employers take for granted the hard work put forth by their staff without so much as a thank you or pat on the back.
Many of us guilty of the sin of failing to be grateful for what we have been so richly blessed with.  We are guilty of the sin of ingratitude.  Ingratitude can be seen in the actions of many people today. Since this is a problem which faces us we want to study what the Bible has to say about gratitude.

The purpose of our lesson today is to learn what the Bible says about gratitude and how it should be expressed and come to the understanding there are any things for which we should be grateful.

GRATITUDE:

I. GRATITUDE EXPRESSED – 

A. LUKE 17:11-19 – Account of the ten lepers being healed.  All ten had the faith to cry out to be healed as they stood afar off and asked Jesus to have mercy on them.  All ten had faith that responded by obeying Jesus when they were told to go show yourselves to the priests. Only one had enough faith that he was willing to return to Jesus and express thankfulness for being healed.  What percent of us as Christians are really grateful to God  for the spiritual healing (forgiveness of sins) he has provided to us thru the blood of Jesus.

B. PSA. 100:1-5 – The Psalmist expresses thanksgiving to God.  When is the last time we poured out our heart in a prayer of thanksgiving for all God has done for us?
C. PSA. 107:8 – Psalmist is pleading with us to thank God for his goodness.  Childhood prayer – God is great God is good
D. PSA. 118:1 – Psalmist gives thanks to the Lord not only for his goodness but also for his mercy.  Where would we be without the mercy of the Lord?
II. DO I HAVE THE SPIRIT OF GRATITUDE?
A. PSA. 140:13 – In order to be righteous we must possess the spirit of gratitude and thankfulness.  As the people of God we must express the thanksgiving in our hearts.  David a man after God’s own heart states surely the righteous shall give thanks. What type of spirit do we possess?  Gratitude or ingratitude?

B. 2 TIM. 3:1-5 – Gives the contrast of the righteous with one who is a lover of self and as a result is wicked and unthankful.  If we are unthankful we are as those who have a form of godliness. Just pretending – I.E. Playing church.
C. ROM. 1:18-23 – The Gentiles were recognized as heathen and spiritually destitute because they were unthankful.  They knew God but did not glorify him as God.  Heed the warning lest we fall into the same trap of knowing God but not glorifying him as God because we are an unthankful people.

D. EPH. 5:20 – Be thankful for all things – everything we receive comes from God.

E. 2 THESS. 2:13 – Paul was thankful for his brethren at Thessalonica.  Are we thankful for the brethren here at Mary Esther?

F. 1 COR. 15:57 – This is the type of spirit Paul desired for the brethren at Corinth to possess. Are we thankful for the victory we have over sin and death?  Or is it just something else we take for granted?  Salvation is only in Christ and we should be thankful!!!

G. REV. 11:17 – Be thankful Christ is reigning at the right hand of the throne of God.  I do not have to worry about the outcome of wars, elections, or the state of our economy because Christ is reigning.  His ultimate will is going to be accomplished.
III. CHRISTIANS SHOULD BE GRATEFUL TO GOD – Why?
A. JOB 33:4 – We need to recognize as Job did that God is the giver and sustainer of life. Are we thankful for life or do we complain about our plight in life?
B. ACTS 17:22b-28 – In him we live and move and have our very being.

C. JAMES 1:17 – Christians should be grateful to God because he is the giver of every good and perfect gift.

D. EPH. 1:3 – Every spiritual blessing is in Christ.  Are we thankful?  How can we tell? By our words and deeds.
E. 1 JN. 4:9 – Are we grateful to God for sending his Son?  Do we show our appreciation thru service and obedience?

F. COL. 1:12-14 – We need to be thankful that God made it possible for us to be citizens in his kingdom.  Are we thankful for the church which Christ purchased with his own blood?

G. 1 PET. 1:3-4 – We should be thankful to God for our inheritance and reserving a home in heaven for us.  Are you thankful for your physical home?  Then you must certainly be thankful for the heavenly home that awaits God’s children.

CONCLUSION – 

Do you express your gratitude to others and to God?

Do you even possess the spirit of gratitude?
We have much for which we should be grateful!!!  God is great God is good!!!
