GREAT FAITH

HEBREWS 11:1-6 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – When you think about the subject of faith and its importance what place in the scripture does your mind go to.  When I think of faith and its importance, my mind goes to the book of Hebrews the 11th chapter.  READ TEXT - In this chapter faith is defined, we are warned we cannot please God without it and we have numerous bible characters who possessed it:  vs. 4 – Abel; vs. 5 – Enoch; vs. 7 – Noah; vs. 8-10,17-19 - Abraham; vs. 11, – Sara; vs. 20 – Isaac; vs. 21 – Jacob; vs. 22 – Joseph; vs. 23-29 – Moses.
These indeed were all faithful in their service to God.  However only two times when Jesus walked upon the earth did he proclaim that he had found great faith.  No, Jesus was not talking about the scribes, the Pharisees or Sadducees or even the Jewish people in general when he made this profound statement!

Since we want to please God we need to study these two examples and see what Jesus found in them that made such a great impression on Him.  We need to learn how to have “great faith.”

EXAMPLES OF GREAT FAITH – 

1. ROMAN CENTURION – LUKE 7:1-10
a. Sympathetic – He cared for his servant – vs. 2
i. LUKE 10:34-35 – The idea of care, compassion and concern is exhibited in the story of the Good Samaritan.

ii. PHIL. 2:20 – Paul said Timothy was a man who would care for there state.

b. Believed in Jesus’ power – vs. 3
i. JOHN 20:30-31 – He had heard of the miracles that Jesus performed and he believed he could help his servant.

c. Well regarded (good reputation) – vs. 4 – 
i. 1 TIM. 3:7 – One of the qualifications of elders is to have a good report of those outside the church.  This man was not a Jew yet considered by Jews to be a man worthy of the Savior’s help

d. Benevolent – vs. 5
i. GAL. 6:9-10 – When is the last time you put the need of someone else ahead of your needs.

e. He was humble – vs. 6-7
i. 1 PET. 5:6 – If we will humble ourselves God will lift us up.

f. He understood authority – vs. 7-8
i. MATT. 7:28-29 – When Jesus concluded the message from the mountain those who heard him recognized that he taught them as one having authority.

g. He had great faith – vs. 9
i. HEB. 11:6
2. CANAANITE – WOMAN – MATT. 15:21-28
a. Woman who believed – vs. 22, 28
i. 1 TIM. 4:10 – Jesus is the savior to all that believe.

b. Woman who was seeking – vs. 22
i. MATT. 7:7-8 – The woman knew what she was seeking.

c. Woman who faced opposition – vs. 23
i. 2 TIM. 3:12- If our faith is to be great we must face and overcome opposition.

d. Persistent woman – vs. 24-27 
i. LUKE 18:1-5 – The Canaanite woman was like the persistent widow she would not take no for an answer.

e. Humble woman – vs. 25-27
i. PHIL. 2:3- She esteemed Jesus and the crumbs she could receive from him as a great blessing.

f. She had great faith – vs. 28
3. COMPARISON AND DEFINITION OF GREAT FAITH – 

a. Both were Gentiles - 

i. Neither had the upbringing that would, seemingly, best prepare them for faith in the Messiah.  Yet their faith surpassed that found among the Jews.

ii. Some today – Shipwreck of their faith – 1 TIM. 1:19
iii. Some have no faith at all – MARK 4:40
b. Both exhibited concern for others – 

i. Did not ask for help for themselves but rather for others they loved.  The Centurion asked for his slave and the Canaanite woman for her daughter.

ii. Great faith is not found in self centered people – PHIL. 2:1-5
c. Both demonstrated humility
i. The centurion did not consider himself worthy to come to Jesus much less have the master come to Him – LUKE 7:6-7 - Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof: Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed.
ii. The Canaanite woman cried out, “Have mercy on me. Lord…” and she was not insulted at his reference to “dogs,” but assumed the role of asking for “crumbs/”

iii. God opposes those who are proud, but give grace to the humble…JAMES 4:6 – Great faith is only found in humble people, not those who are proud and puffed up.

d. Both had confidence in Jesus’ power
i. There is no proof that either the Centurion or the Canaanite woman had ever seen a miracle, but neither was afraid to ask.

ii. Great faith is a soldier who knew that Jesus could “just say the word,” and a woman who knew the Lord could “help.” 

e. Both were moved by faith to act
i. Great faith is a faith that obeys – LUKE 6:46; JAMES 2:14-26
ii. Great faith makes a difference in one’s life. If you have great faith your life will be different from what it used to and what it would have been – EPH. 4:15-20
CONCLUSION – This Gentile man and woman both asked in faith, both received their requests, and both were paid a great compliment by Jesus, “…great is thy faith.”
What type of faith do you have?  Do you believe God can help you thru a situation that seems hopeless?  Have you asked him fervently and persistently?  If your answer is no then you do not have a great faith – HEB. 11:6 – We must remember that we cannot please God without faith.

If you are a Christian but your faith is not what it should be would you turn back to the Savior today and ask for his help.

If you are not a Christian you could become one today and begin living a life of great faith if you would just trust Jesus and follow His instructions given to us in his Holy word.

