HANDLING ACCURATELY THE WORD OF TRUTH
2 TIMOTHY 2:15 – NAS
INTRODUCTION - 
Paul charges the young gospel preacher Timothy to handle accurately the word of truth.  2 TIM. 2:15 - Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.
Why did he give these instructions to Timothy and are they important to us today?  Paul gave these instructions because there were already those present who were teaching things that were false – opposed to the gospel of Christ – 2 TIM. 2:16-18.  
Paul desired for Timothy to understand it was of utmost importance to handle this word of truth accurately.  We want to take an in depth examination in our lesson today of this well known verse so we will understand what is included in giving diligence and handling accurately the word of truth.

HANDLING ACCURATELY THE WORD OF TRUTH:

I. GIVE DILIGENCE – 

A. PSA. 119:4 – In order to handle accurately we must give diligence - which means with force, with might, to a great degree.
B. COL. 3:23 – To give diligence means to display zeal and emotion in whatever we do we must do it heartily as to the Lord.
C. 2 PET. 1:10-11 – Verse 10 - warns us to give diligence to make our calling and election sure.
II. YOURSELF – NOT ANOTHER
A. ACTS 20:28-30 – We must show ourselves approved not somebody else.  Note Paul’s exhortation to the elders of the church at Ephesus.
B. 1 TIM. 4:16 – Paul exhorts Timothy to take heed to thyself and to the doctrine.
C. TITUS 2:6-10 – Paul exhorts Titus to show yourself a pattern of good works.

III. APPROVED UNTO GOD NOT MAN – 

A. PROV. 16:2 – Every way is right in the sight of our own eyes.  We are not seeking our approval or the approval of other men but we are seeking the approval of God.
B. PROV. 21:2 – The Lord knows our heart and so he knows if we are trying to please him or self.
C. 1 COR. 4:3-5 – Paul did not know anything against himself but he knew he was not the judge the Lord is the one who will judge us
IV. UNASHAMED WORKMAN HANDLING ACCURATELY – 

A. THE WORD MAY BE HANDLED INACCURATELY – 

a. 2 PET. 3:16 – The scripture can be twisted and when it is the end product is destruction.
b. GAL. 1:7 – There were some who wanted to pervert or corrupt the gospel by not handling it accurately
c. JN. 21:20-23 – The scripture was not always handled correctly in the times of Christ so we know there can be problems today in regard to handling the truth accurately.
B. EXAMPLES – 

a. ACTS 2:38 VS. MATT. 26:28 – The word “for” in English has two meanings for the one word. Go to the store for a newspaper.  For means in order to or with a view to; He was written a ticket for speeding. For means because.

1. ACTS 2:38 - Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins;
2. MATT. 26:28 - For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
b. GEN. 3:1-4 – Satan deceives us into thinking God will not punish us – adultery, homosexuality or any other type of sexual immorality.
c. MATT. 4:1-10 – Jesus used great care in handling the scriptures accurately when he was tempted by Satan.
d. MATT. 22:29-32 – Jesus is discussing the resurrection and then just as now there were those who thought the resurrection was a ridiculous idea.  Jesus states they have two problems. 1.) they do not know the scriptures and 2.) they do not know the power of God. Handling this scripture accurately depends on something as simple as the tense of the verb.   Jesus said “I am” not “I was” the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jesus is saying he is not the God of the dead but the living.  That simply means they live on- they are physically dead but spiritually alive.
e. GAL. 3:16 – Handling accurately the truth can depend on something as simple as the singular or plural.  One seed – Christ – singular, not many seeds plural which would rule out Mohammed, Joseph Smith.
CONCLUSION – 

Is it really important for us to give diligence to handling accurately the word of truth - Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.
JN. 8:32 – Only the truth can set us free.   Have you obeyed the truth?
Do you stand before God as an approved workman who does not need to be ashamed?
