HEAVEN – HOW DO  WE GET THERE?

JOHN 14:1-6 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The Bible clearly asserts there is a place called heaven. The real question is do we want to go to heaven?  Our answer is sure we want to go to heaven, but in some ways we are like Thomas in that we do not know how to get there.  There are some things in our lives that are essential in order for us to go to heaven.  This is the study we will consider today.

IN ORDER TO GO TO HEAVEN:

1. MUST GAIN SELF CONTROL – 

a. 1 COR. 9:24-27 – Paul clearly tells us we must exercise self-control.  How do we obtain self-control?

b. 2 PET. 1:6 – Self-control comes with practice, it is not enough to just have knowledge we must have the ability to apply it correctly in a given situation.

c. ACTS 8:18-24 – Do you think Simon learned a lesson about self-control? 

d. 1 COR. 10:13 – We learn self-control when we are tempted if we search for the way to escape.

e. 2 COR. 7:10-11 – Self-control comes with repentance if we refuse to repent we are in rebellion to God.

f. IS IT WORTH IT?

i. HEB. 12:3-4 – The struggle to resist is surely worth it.

ii. PHIL. 3:13-14 – Paul said he pressed toward the prize in face of all the adversity that came his way.

2. MUST MAKE PERSONAL SACRIFICES – 

a. COL. 3:1-4 – If we want to go to heaven we must put Christ and his kingdom first.

b. LUKE 21:34 – The kingdom must come before the cares of this life.    

c. MATT. 13:22 – Do not be taken in by the cares of this world or the deceitfulness of riches. How are riches deceiving?

d. MATT. 10:37-38 – We must be willing to put God first even in the situation of personal relationships such as family.          

e. LUKE 14:18-20 – We must make personal sacrifices when it comes to obligations.

f. IS IT WORTH IT?

i. MATT. 6:19-21 – Eternal riches vs. earthly treasure.

ii. 2 SAM. 12:21-23 – David looked forward to a relationship that would never end in heaven.

iii. PSA. 16:11 – The joy of being in heaven.   

3. MUST STUDY AND TEACH – 

a. 2 TIM. 2:1-3 – To go to heaven we must be faithful to be faithful we must teach others.

b. HEB. 5:12-14 – Why were they not ready to teach? Because they had not applied themselves to studying the word of God.  

c. PSA. 1:1-3 – We must give time to be able to teach

d. 1 TIM. 4:13-16 – Note what Paul told Timothy – You must put forth effort.

e. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Study – give diligence – be dedicated to the word of God.      

f. IS IT WORTH IT?

i. 1 TIM. 4:16 – By doing so you can save yourself and those who hear you  - family, friends, even your enemies.

4. MUST FOREGO SINFUL PLEASURE – 

a. GAL. 5:19-21 – In order to be a citizen of the kingdom of heaven we must abstain from sin.  How do we do this?        

b. 2 COR. 7:8-12 – We must repent when we sin.  Not worldly sorrow but godly sorrow, which brings about a reformation of our life.

c. PROV. 28:13 – We must confess and forsake our sins in order for them to be covered.

d. EZK. 18:20-23, 27-28 – We must turn to that which is lawful and right – the statues of God – his word.          

e. IS IT WORTH IT?

i. HEB. 11:24-25 – The pleasures of sin only last a season they are temporary.

ii. 2 PET. 2:14 – There is no satisfaction from sin it always demands more.         

iii. PHIL. 3:17-20 – The end result of seeking sinful pleasure is ruin.

5. MUST UNDERGO RIDICULE AND PERSECUTION – 

a. MATT. 5:10-12 – If we live a godly life we will suffer persecution.

b. ACTS 4:18-21 – The apostles were threatened.

c. MATT. 27:39-44 –  Christ was verbally abused by the crowd.      

d. ACTS 8:1-4 – Early Christians faced death.    

e. IS IT WORTH IT?

i. ROM. 8:18 –The things we will suffer are light when compared to the glory we will receive.

ii. 2 COR. 4:17-18 – These things are temporary – for a moment and compared to eternity they are as nothing.      

CONCLUSION – Heaven will surely be worth it all!  Do you wan to go to heaven?  

Hear unto salvation – ACTS 11:14
Believe unto righteousness – ROM. 10:9
Repent unto life – ACTS 11:18
Confess unto salvation – ROM. 10:9
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