A MARRIAGE THAT WILL NOT FAIL

MATTHEW 7:24-27 - TEXT
INTRODUCTION
Nobody needs to tell you that the home is under fire in American and in trouble. Homes that once were thought to be solid and stable are rapidly deteriorating. The tragic end of divorce and broken homes are seen in many families, maybe even your own. I.E. – Aid at school - Friday

Today I would like to discuss with you A MARRIAGE THAT WILL NOT FAIL. Am I telling you there is a sure fire way to make sure your marriage will always exist and guaranteed not to fail? Yes! No way am I going to cover every area, which we could discuss concerning marriage. Yet, one passage helps us see the attitudes that will be helpful to us have such marriages (Matthew 5-7, Sermon on The Mount). Maybe you have never considered this passage in connection to marriage. EPH. 5, 1 COR. 7, ROM.7, MATT. 19 all these have some input on marriage, but the Sermon on the Mount? Yet, that sermon gives us many principles concerning the marriage relationship. MATT.7, is not specifically dealing with a home when it uses the word “house” in the two different foundations in MATT. 7:24-27, still, if we follow the pattern of Christ’s teaching we will be like the wise man. If we ignore his teaching we will be liken unto the fool, and our homes will be destroyed.

What kind of home do you have? Is your home established on a “Thus Saith the Lord”? Did God intend for home to be places of happiness or misery? Why did God institute marriage in the first place? GEN.2:18 -  And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him -  The betterment of mankind. It was designed for man’s happiness, that we might enjoy the blessings of this institution. More importantly, that we might work together for the eternal home in heaven. Marriage is for our good when God’s plans are followed.

Two things make bad marriages worse. These hurt instead of help us. We may seek the wrong type of counseling and counselor. Neighbors, friends, and loved ones who never consider what the scriptures say. Professional marriage counselors who do not have our souls as their chief concern! We must be very careful. PSA. 1:1  - Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
Does “ungodly” always mean immoral? Could it be one who has no relationship with God? Do these counselors even know the true origin of the home? I’m not here to bash marriage counselors. Solomon, in all in wisdom, could not entangle all the problems men get into in a marriage. Yet, it is the best place to start. Why? Could you conceive God encouraging you to have an extramarital affair to spice up your marriage? I’ve known some who got this advice! Others do this for a “Band-Aid” effect. See one and all your problems will disappear. Wrong! Did your problems happen overnight? Will they be fixed overnight? Simply put, we are looking at attitudes. Problems are worse when we seek help outside of God’s word, in any problem!

Do you desire a happy home? Marry someone who desires heaven as much as you do! If one is concerned about eternity they will work through their problems. Love each other according to God’s commandments. This should be our deepest desire. An outward show won’t cut it! MATT. 5:20 -  For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.
If you desire a marriage that will not fail... 

1. “DO NOT MURDER” – MATT. 5:21-22
a. Jesus gets to the “root” of the problem. Attitude of anger—causes murder. Policemen will tell you domestic scenes are the most dangerous. When tempers fly, words spoken in anger, bitterness expressed, murder may not be far away! 

b. PROV.15:1 – “A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger”
c. 1 JN.3:15- We can not let our attitude turn to hatred

d. EPH.4:26-32 -  Do not plant the seeds of anger, hatred or malice. No good can come from them. We can kill love by our words of anger to our spouses. 

e. JAMES.1:19 – We need to be good listeners instead of trying to get the first word in

2. “DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY” – MATT.5:27-28
a. Where does adultery begin? In the Heart! Look, lust, then fulfill our lust by committing the sin! Jesus said better to go through life maimed then end up in Hell. Can I go right up to the point of adultery and not sin? Any behavior, on the dance floor, swimming pool, or any activity or attitude towards one of the opposite sex, not their spouse, is indeed “playing with fire”! 

b. Where is our mind? What do we watch? Where do we go? What do you read? MATT.15:18-20 - 

c. 1 THESS.5:22 -  “Look but don’t touch” did not come from God’s book! Get you heart right and this temptation will not take hold of you!

3. “DO NOT DIVORCE” – MATT. 5:31-32
a. Pharisees thought as long as you give “her a divorce”, making it legal, it was allowed. Many have the same attitude today. Long as it’s legal in the law of the land, that God accept it! MATT. 19:6 -  Our law is very permissive. This does not change the law of God! 

b. ACTS 5:28-29 -  God says marriage is a life time commitment! Vows made to God and mate. Does our word now mean nothing? Is divorce the solution to the problems? Not according to God! How do people stay together 50 Years?  Well they just didn’t have the problems we have today. They had problems, but they fought, worked, loved, and overcame them together! Why exchange one set of problems for another? Especially when this will give us trouble with God! – I.E. – Lady that works with Alice just exchanged problems.


c. Except for fornication! MATT.19:9 – MATT. 5:32 -  Two people committed to God and each other will work out their problems! This should not happen to people of God, but sadly it does. Why can’t we try to save the others soul? “You slipped, now I can get rid of you and get a new one”! Do we desire to go to heaven? Too many times we preach on the EXCEPTION instead of the rule—FOR LIFE!! If and only if...MATT. 18:3 -  Repentance would be necessary  

d. Marriage is for your lifetime. ROM. 7:2-4 -  Paul is teaching them about being dead to the law and married to Christ but he uses the illustration of  marriage to get the point across. We need to see the sacredness of “DEATH DO US PART”. (Cartoon, man asked for girlfriend’s hand in marriage for three years!) This is not a “trial run” or “permit”! Jesus then list some things to avoid.. .to have a marriage that will not fail...

4. “AVOID DECEPTION” – MATT. 5:33-37 

a. “Swear not at all...” Don’t make a vow we don’t plan to keep! Do what you promise to do! Keep your word! Remember your vows? ECCL. 5:2-5 – We must honor our commitment 

b. When communication breaks down—the marriage is sounding an alarm. When trust is broken or confidence, we will confide in somebody! If you hide what you are doing, who you are with, your well on your way! Should you marry a liar? If he’s known to lie before the altar, he will likely afterwards! COL. 3:9 - Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;
c. EPH. 4:25 – Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another - There is nothing more important than being honest with one another. How can a marriage work with no trust? How hard to repair?  If this is a problem then you must state from this day forward we will be honest with each other!

5. “AVOID RETALIATION” – MATT. 5:38-39
a. Apply to physical & verbal abuse. A vindictive attitude leads to this sin. Avoid the urge to “get even”. ROM 12:17-21. The attitude to give one “a taste of their own medicine” will always backfire on the person! How does getting down on the other persons level help the situation? Why would I treat one the way I was mistreated? Does this help the problem or prolong it?

6. AVOID CONDITIONAL LOVE – MATT. 5:43-48
a. Why do people get marry? they claim to be in love! Any kind of love you “fall into” you can “fall out of’! If your love is based on some conditions, what happens when the conditions change? Why do some get marry? “She so pretty”. “He’s so cute”? What happens when they are no longer “pretty” or “cute”? The person is rich. What happens when they become poor? What if a car wreck changes her beauty? A dreaded disease limits your mate. Still love her? 

b. Bible says to love your enemies - MATT. 5:44-45 - In this text, we must continue to love our mate despite what changes may occur in this life! EPH.5:25 –  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; - Husbands - We must love our wives as Christ loved the church – Were we lovely when Christ died for us?  Wives – TIT. 2:3-5 -  The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things; That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.
c. What if your marriage was arranged by family like some Eastern countries? Even in these countries the divorce rate is not as high as ours! Must have the characteristics of “true love”- 1 COR. 13:4-8 -  We can teach ourselves to love our mates more, not less! People change and grow old, believe it or not you do too! What happens today when you see a man opening the door for his wife? One of two things, maybe three. Either they are newlyweds, they have a new car, or he is trying get out of the “doghouse”!

d. Bulletin, Paul Keller: “A forty year old man suffering the ‘mid-life crisis’ sat down to talk with the preacher about his problems. He had been married for 20 years and was no longer satisfying or fulfilling. Finally, he reached the “bottom-line’s ‘I just don’t love her anymore”, he said. “What can I do “?

 After a brief moment of reflection, the preacher said decisively, ‘As I see it,      you have only one option.” The man perked up with anticipation. Was the preacher going to suggest a divorce? Would he be free to pursue the Thrilling lifestyle of the younger generation that he had come to admire? Would this be his chance to regain his fleeting youth? What was the preacher’s advice?... “seems to me the only thing left for you to do is REPENT and start loving her again.” Greg Gwin

Wonder if wives even get concern over our age process! Another case a woman was having problems. She sought a divorce to hurt her husband. She had more problems than the husband!

7. “AVOID HYPOCRISY” – MATT. 6:1-8 

a. Do we put on a show for people? Do we give the appearance of happiness and contentment, but are always at each other throats! We only fight at home! What lessons are we teaching our children? If we have problems let us deal with them! Don’t avoid them! This type of marriage is miserable for all involved. Sooner or later the truth will come out!

8. “AVOID MATERIALISM” – MATT. 6:19-34
a. “Keeping up with the Jones”, have lead to many couples to a divorce court! Wrong affections, values, have wrecked many homes. LUKE 12:15 –And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. – When God tells us to beware we need to listen. - LUKE 14:l5 - And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.
b. Roles have changed in recent years. Two working families are the rule instead of the exception. Many times the wife is too tired to be a wife and mother. Likewise the husband and father sometimes holding down two or more jobs.. Why? The pursuit of more! Not saying a working wife is wrong. When a wife begins to fail as a wife and a mother then she has forsaken her roles given to her by God. This leads to sin! Both husband and wife need to understand their roles and responsibility. Will you pursue those things that money can buy, at the expense of what money can never buy? MATT. 16:24-26 -  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? What price would you place on the souls of your family? Ponder this very carefully!!

9. “AVOID PETTY CRITICISM” – MATT. 7:1-5 

a. Constant complaining cannot build and strengthen any relationship. Especially a marriage! We all have our faults, nobody is perfect! Faultfinding will quickly destroy love! Be kind and patience in offering correction of problems. PROV. 19:13 -  A foolish son is the calamity of his father: and the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping. 
b. PROV.21:9 - It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman in a wide house. 
c. PROV. 27:15 - A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a contentious woman are alike. - We tear down pretty easy. Why not try to build one another up!

10. “THE GOLDEN RULE” – MATT. 7:12 -  Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.
a. If this was correctly applied in marriage, problems would be very few!

CONCLUSION:

God design and desires us to have happy homes. We can and should strive that this be so. Go home today and make a list of your faults, things your mate has discussed with you. Would you be happy living with a person with these traits? Jesus was not specifically discussing marriage, but he was talking about attitudes for a good disciple in the kingdom of heaven. Maybe all our homes need is for one or both to repent and change our attitudes. Brethren, what kind of attitude do you have in marriage? Do you have any of these types of attitudes in your marriage? We need to repent while we have time and opportunity. Stop the “bleeding” now while the damage has not got out of hand. Now, you can reject this lesson. Live with the ugly attitudes we’ve discussed. Divorce, destruction and a broken home is all you have to look forward to. Surely, there is a better way? A marriage based upon these godly attitudes, WILL NOT FAIL!! Try it and see, you won’t regret it!!

