CHILDREN OBEY YOUR PARENTS                         

EPHESIANS 6:1-4 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Something we all need to come to an understanding of is that when God gives us a command to follow not only should we do it to please him, but also because it is good for us. God gives us instructions that are intended for our own good if we will but heed his advise.  Oftentimes, we are just hard headed and will not listen to his wise instructions.  

The same seems to be true in relationship with children to parents, we just cannot see the logic in some of the ways our parents instruct us, but I noticed that the older I got the wiser my parents became.  Children obey your parents in the Lord for this is right in the eyes of God. – EPH. 6:1-4 – Why should children obey their parents, let’s look and see what the Bible says:

1. LONGEVITY -  To live a long life, children who obey their parents are likely to         

a. PROV. 3:1-8 – Children often think they know it all, but the heavenly Father knows best what young people should do and that is obey their parents.  Following the instructions of God is good health advise.

b. PROV. 1:8-16 – Don’t go against the advise of your parents.  Do not disregard their authority – I.E. – Gov’t – stop signs

2. REGULATIONS – Young people need regulations or rule and the home is supposed to be regulated by parental authority.  How many children have rules in your home?

a. 1 TIM. 3:4-5 – Look at he example of the qualifications of an elder – one that ruleth well his own house – Well I don’t want to force them to come if they don’t want too!  Do you force them to go to school, doctor, dentist - YES

b. TITUS 1:6 – Elders qualifications - Children not accused of riot or unruliness – They have been disciplined they have been told, NO!   I.E. – Fast food restaurant   

c. 1 TIM. 3:12 – Deacons qualifications – I.E. – Play soccer with no rules the result would be chaos and confusion.

d. LUKE 2:49-52 – Example of Jesus – Parents are to love their children and provide for their needs – Wisdom – Stature- God - Man    

3. RESPONDENT - Children need to learn to respond favorably to their parent’s instructions and teaching – Do not have the attitude of “why you hassling me man.”

a. PROV. 4:1-10 – Don’t have the attitude, I just can’t wait till I can leave home.  Be respectful to the parents God has furnished you with in this life.

b. COL. 3:20 – If you obey your parents you please God – Making remarks like my “old man” are unkind , ugly and show a lack of respect.  If you do not obey your parents it is very unlikely you will obey God after all it is about submission – MATT. 7:21
4.  DESPONDENT – Many children will not respond but will be despondent to their parents teaching and discipline

a. PROV. 30:11-17 – Some children rebel against authority – Parents, God, school etc. Peer pressure from schoolmates is tremendous.  We as parents must show we truly care for our children.

b. NUM. 14:26-38 – Those in rebellion to God died those faithful to God lived

5. INSULTING GOD – If you do not obey your parents you insult God

a. EX. 21:17 – God placed a stiff penalty on disobedience

b. PROV. 20:20 – Have you ever been in the woods at night and your flashlight go out?

c. DEUT. 21:18-21- Children are you ever stubborn and rebellious?  Do you live in defiance of what your parents have told you to be good and wholesome and spiritually right for you.

6. RESULTING SIN – You might say well what if I don’t obey my parents, so what, what will be the result – You will be living in sin.

a. ROM. 6:23 – Sin pays wages and the result is death.

b. 1 TIM. 4:11-13 – Don’t be a wild child be a model child like Paul instructed Timothy

c. 2 TIM. 3:1-5 – In the last days perilous times will come and one of the things mentioned is disobedience to parents – If you will not love, honor, respect your parents it is not likely that you will do so to God.

d. PROV. 14:34 – Troublesome times result for a nation who has young people on the war path

e. ROM. 1:24-32 – Rome fell because it was disobedient to the authority of God

CONCLUSION – Children are you obeying your parents and having the right type of attitude while you do so.  Is your life a life of rebellion?  To parents and to God, if so repent and begin today being the type of son or daughter you should be.  If your life so far has been lived in rebellion to God, come to him today – HEB. 5:8-9 – He is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him.  Obey him today!

