GOD FEARING FATHERS – ARE WE GETTING THE JOB DONE?

HEBREWS 12:28-29 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Godly fathers are needed in the home today.  In our study we will look at some characteristics of a God fearing father.  First let’s understand the importance of the father in the home.  Statistics provided by the National Center for Fathering.  The father being absent in the home affects nearly 25 million children.

EXTENT OF FATHERLESSNESS

1. According to 72.2% of the U.S. population, fatherless ness is the most significant family or social problem facing America. 

2. An estimated 24.7 million children (36.3%) live absent from their biological father. 

3. The 1997 Gallup Youth Survey found the following among U.S. teenagers – 43% of urban teens live away from their father – 33% of all teens. 

4. Children who were part of the “post war generation” could expect to live with two biological parents who were married 80%.  Today only about 50% of children will spend their entire childhood with their family intact.

CONTRIBUTORS TO FATHERLESSNESS

1. Divorce – the number of currently divorced adults quadrupled from 4.3 million in 1960 to 17.6 million in 1995

2. A recent poll found that 75% of Americans strongly agree that children suffer when their parents divorce.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF FATHERLESSNESS

1. Poverty – in 1996 young children living with unmarried mothers were five times more likely to be poor and ten times more likely to be extremely poor.

2. Almost 75% of American children living in single parent families will experience poverty before they turn 11 years old.  Only 20% of two parent families will do the same

3. Drug and alcohol abuse – The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services states, “Fatherless children are at a dramatically greater risk of drug and alcohol abuse.”

4. Children in single parent families are two to three times more likely as two parent families to have emotional and behavioral problems.

THE EFFECTS OF FATHERFULNESS

1. According to a Gallup poll 90.3 % of Americans agree that “fathers make a unique contribution to their children’s lives.”

2. Using nationally representative data on over 2,600 adults born in the inner city, it was found that children who lived with both parents were more likely to have finished high school, be economically self-sufficient, and to have a healthier life style than their peers who grew up in a broken home.

Fatherhood is important and these statistics bear this out but the influence of a godly father is of greater significance because eternity is at stake as well as the souls of the father and the children.

The Bible gives us a description of a God fearing father – JOB 1:1-8 – Not only was Job a father who was present in the home just look at the things he provided for his children and how concerned he was about their spiritual welfare.

FATHERS ARE WE GETTING THE JOB DONE?

1. DIFFERENT – 

a. A God fearing father is different – there was none like Job on all the earth He feared God and eschewed evil – He was different – PROV. 20:6-7 

b. GEN. 6:5-8, 22 – GEN. 7:1 – HEB. 11:7 - Noah was obedient and God fearing and what effect did it have on his family – GEN. 7:1,13 – It saved them because they were in the ark – Did his sons have a choice? No record of Noah asking his sons to come in the ark.  No other fathers like Noah – He was different.

2. OBEDIENT – 

a. GEN. 22:1-12 – Did God bless Abraham and his family because of his obedience?

b. HEB. 11:8-10,17-19 – Faith prompted Abraham to obey

c. PROV. 3:1-2 – Obedient fathers can have an influence over their children that will lead to long life and peaceful days

d. EX. 5:1-2 – What type of life did Pharaohs son have as a result of his fathers disobedience to God

3. RESPONSIBLE – 

a. JOSHUA 24:14-15 – Joshua realized he was responsible for his children when they are in his home

b. PSA. 127:1-5 – Children are a gift from God 

c. Fathers are responsible for their actions when they are under their charge – 1 SAM. 3:11-14 – He did not restrain his sons

d. EPH. 6:4 – Fathers are charged here by God – How responsible are we being fathers?

4. LEADERSHIP – 

a. ACTS 10:1-8; 24; 29-33 –The leadership of Cornelius brought the gospel to his house – ACTS 10:43-48 – 

b. He gave his family the chance to hear the words of eternal life – ACTS 11:14-18
c. PROV. 14:27 – We can help lead our children to life or the snares of death

5. EXAMPLES – 

a. Fathers – Christ is our example – 1 PET. 2:21- We should follow his steps – I.E. – Child walking in their father’s shoes

b. COL. 3:19-21 – The only way to be the father we should be is by submitting to God’s will and his authority.

6. PROVIDERS – 

a. 1 TIM. 5:8 – All fathers are charged by God to provide for the physical needs of their family.

b. PROV. 15:27 – Greed can ruin the home

c. Before any man can be a leader he must be a follower of Christ – 1 COR. 11:1 – Fathers are we following Christ

7. CORRECTERS – 

a. HEB. 12:5-11 – Those who have been trained by correction yield the fruit of righteousness

b. PROV. 3:11, 13:24, 19:18, 23:23, 29:17 – There must be discipline in the home!

CONCLUSION - 
Fathers are we getting the job done?

