HOME – GROWING UP DISCERNING GOOD FROM EVIL

1THESSALONIANS 5:21-22 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Since we live in a permissive society today that does not consider the Biblical sense of right and wrong, many do not realize how to distinguish between what is good and what is evil.  As young people it is imperative that you be able to make these judgments in such a way that you can glorify God, edify your fellow man and prevent being a stumbling block to others.  

We need to learn in our youth to make decisions that are wholesome, and not ones that we will later regret having made. Our thinking rules what we shall say and our actions as well. – PROV. 23:7 – “For as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he…” 
Let us meditate upon the word of God day and night. – PSA. 1:1-2 – Do we want to receive the blessings of God or the consequences of sin?

Young people need to listen to the words of PSA. 119:9-16 – these are choice words to help young people make the right decisions.  Oftentimes young people are trying to find happiness and it can only be found when we seek to do God’s will in our lives.
How do we go about discerning good from evil? 1 THESS. 5:21-22 - I.E. – Testing - Here are some guidelines to help us determine whether something is right or wrong. Or whether it falls into the category of good judgment or bad judgment.

1. IDENTITY TEST – Would I identify with Christ in doing this, or would it bring shame upon his name? – GAL. 2:20 – Smoking, drinking, drugs, etc.

2. SCRIPTURAL TEST – Does the Word of God endorse this, or forbid such action as displeasing to God? – MATT. 4:10 – Living together before marriage.

3. SACRIFICIAL TEST – If I do this will it cause me to become a more dedicated child of God, using my body correctly for the Lord? – ROM. 12:1-3
4. PERSONAL TEST – Will doing this be offensive to my own conscience and convictions? – ROM. 14:22-23 – If so then I sin.

5. SOCIAL TEST - Will my doing this help build up the world by influencing the people around me to seek after God? – MATT. 5:13-16 – What type of influence do I have?

6. UNIVERSAL TEST – If everyone else were to do this, would the world be better or worse for doing so?  - MATT. 7:13-14 – Stealing, lying, cheating, etc.

7. STEWARDSHIP TEST – Will this, which I am considering, be a waste of my talents, or wise use of them for God and mankind? – 1 COR.4:2 – What did the one talent man do with his time?

8. EVANGELISTIC TEST – Will my example that I set be helpful to others members of the body of Christ and help them grow?  - 1 TIM. 4:12 – Is my example positive or negative?

9. CHARACTER TEST – Will my engaging in this enhance my integrity and build spiritual backbone? – PHIL. 1:20-21 – What do I magnify?

10. FAMILY TEST – Will this have an effect of honor or dishonor on the rest of my family? – EPH. 6:1-3 – Do you honor your parents by your actions?

11. PUBLICITY TEST – Would I be willing for friends, fellow Christians, and even the elders or preacher to know about this? – EPH. 5:11-12
12. FINANCIAL TEST – Will my doing this prevent my giving properly to God’s divine cause, and constitute wastefulness? – 2 COR. 9:6-7 – Are we involved in something that might be good in and of itself, yet it causes us to not give properly?

13. FAIRNESS TEST – Is this practice or activity honest and fair to myself and to others who may be involved? – MATT. 7:12
14. AFFECTION TEST – Will my doing this prove my love for the Lord and my desire to “see all men be saved”? – 2 TIM. 2:3-4
15. GLORIFICATION TEST – Will my doing this bring glory and honor to God? – 1 COR. 10:31-33 – Do not be a stumbling block to others, do not even engage in activities that could cause others to be weak.

16. WEIGHTY TEST – Even if this activity is right within itself, will my engaging in it to the extreme, weigh me down in service unto God? – HEB. 12:1-2 

17. WORLDLY TEST – Will doing this help me lay up treasures on the earth or heaven? – MATT. 6:19-21 – Where is your treasure?

18. HYPOCRISY TEST – If I do this will I be acting as a hypocrite? – MATT. 15:7-9 – Service to God is then in vain.

19. COMPANIONSHIP TEST – Will this thing I am about to do place me into the kind of company that will pull me away from God? – 1 COR. 15:33
20. YOKE TEST – Does this relationship in business or friendship subject me to being unequally yoked to unbelievers? – 2 COR. 6:14-18
CONCLUSION – How are we doing?  Are we passing the test?  God wants us to be able to discern good from evil and that is why we have His word to follow. – PROV. 23:23 – “Buy the truth and sell it not…”  Are we ready to repent and stop any activity we are doing when it is shown it is contrary to the will of God?

If you have had problems discerning good from evil repent today!  God will forgive you and we will pray with you, stand by you and encourage you to more faithful in your service to God.

