HOME - HONOR THY PARENTS

EXODUS 20:12; DEUT. 5:16

TEXT

INTRODUCTION – That children should honor their parents is an eternal truth of the commandments of God.  Under the old covenant children were to honor their and not defraud them. – MARK 10:17:22 – We can see Jesus again emphasizes the importance of children honoring their parents in his teachings.

One knock on young people today is that they do not have the proper respect for the elderly.  Young people need to develop the proper respect for the elderly, a respect that is dictated that we have from God’s word. – 2 KINGS 2:23-25 – God does not tolerate disrespect for the elderly.

We need to understand that Jehovah is referred to as the Ancient of Days. – DAN. 7:13 – Do we have the proper respect for God, the Ancient of Days?  If we do then we must have the proper respect for the elderly, and our parents.

Children do you honor your parents?  Honor means, “to carry weight.”  Does the word of your parents carry weight with you?  Do you listen to there advise?  How about God, the Ancient of Days does his word carry weight with you?  Do you really honor God?  If your answer is yes then you must honor Him by following His word.  We will study in this lesson six reasons to honor our parents form the word of God.

SIX REASONS TO HONOR OUR PARENTS - 

1. OBLIGATION – DIRECT ORDER FROM GOD 

a. EPH. 6:1-4 – This is a charge from God in heaven.  Many think that this command only applies when we are living at home as children directly under their charge.

b. MATT. 19:19 – Jesus directly told the young man to honor his father and mother.  It is a direct order from God to obey and honor.

c. MATT. 15:1-4 – Jesus points out to the scribes and Pharisees they were transgressing the commandment of God by their tradition.

2. APPRECIATION – We need to appreciate the sacrifices made for us by our parents.

a. MARK 7:5-13 – Example of the Pharisees who did not honor for their parents by providing for them.  

b. LUKE 17:11-17 – Only one leper returned to thank Jesus for what was done for him.  Be thankful to your parent and appreciate what they have done for you and the sacrifices they have made for you.

3. ALLEVIATION – There may come a time when the children will alleviate the needs of their parents.

a. 1 TIM. 5:1-4 – First need of parents is the responsibility of the children not the church.

b. 1 TIM. 5:8 – We often only think of this passage in reference to a husband providing for his wife and family, but it also applies to children taking care of their parents in their older years.  Notice to not meet this obligation is to deny the faith.

4. VISITATION – We need to visit our parents.

a. JAMES 1:27 – Share time with our parents to show that we really care about them.

b. Visit with the purpose of seeing their needs and meeting those needs. Visit means to inspect, to look upon, to oversee.  The only difference between loneliness and loveliness is the letter v. 

5. REALIZATION – We need to realize the family problems that go along with old age.  Fear of growing old, senility, more emotional, not as active, and physical frailties.

a. PHILE. 4-9 – As young people you should have the proper respect for the aged.  They should be honored it is something they have earned.  It is something they should never be ashamed of as old age is indeed honorable.

b. ECCL. 12:1-7 – Solomon talks about the realization of aging and what it ultimately brings forth.

6. ADMIRATION – Admire your parents for their wisdom and knowledge that you can freely receive from them.

a. PSA. 92:12-15 – Older people can contribute and continue to bring forth fruit.

b. TITUS 2:1-2 -  The older men should speak the things that become sound doctrine and those who are younger need to heed their teaching.

c. TITUS 2:3-5 – The older women are to teach the younger women to be keepers of the home.

CONCLUSION – Do you truly honor your parents as the scriptures instruct?  Do you truly honor God?  If you do you must by faith be obedient to His word. – HEB. 5:8-9
