HUSBANDS LOVE YOUR WIVES

EPHESIANS 5:22-33 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In our text Paul uses the illustration of marriage to show the great degree of love Christ has for the church.  This is a great charge given to us as husbands.  1) Love our wife as Christ loved the church. 2) Love our wife as our own body. 3) Love our wife as ourselves.  

Christ loves his wife the church in a perfect way and we as husbands are to follow his example and pattern.  This love addressed here obviously is not the physical or sexual love men often associate with their love for their wife but rather the compassion, affection, and security that Christ affords the church through the expression of the depth of his love.

HUSBANDS LOVE YOUR WIFE:

1. IT IS A COMPARISON LOVE – 

a. Love your wife as Christ loved the church – EPH. 5:25 – What if Christ did not love us this much?  We would be dead in sin. –

i. Christ was moved with compassion – MATT. 9:35-36
ii.  Affection – he desired fellowship with his creation

b. Love your wife as our own body – EPH. 5:28-29 – 

i. What do you do if you cut yourself?  Take care of it

ii. Husbands are to take care of their wife – physically, mentally, emotionally, and sexually – COL. 1:18 – Christ as head of the church provides everything the church needs and the husband is to do the same

c. Love your wife as we love ourselves – EPH. 5:31-32 – 

i. What did Jesus give for his bride – ACTS 20:28 – He gave himself, his own blood

ii. What can I give?  Affection, Understanding, Time – Did not Jesus give all these to us?

2. LOVE OF CHRIST WAS SACRIFICIAL – 

a. EPH. 5:1-2, 25 – He gave himself

b. What does this type of love involve? – 2 COR. 5:12-21
c. HEB. 1:8-9 – He who hated sin took our sin to save us

d. Sometimes husbands we are like Abraham – GEN. 12:10-20 – Abraham’s love was not willing to sacrifice, yet later his love learned to sacrifice – I.E. – Isaac

3. LOVE OF CHRIST FOR THE CHURCH IS A FULFILLING LOVE – 

a. 1 COR. 7:2-5 - The husband is to look out for the good will or well being or welfare of his wife – In all areas of life – Spiritual, physical, mental, social

b. Did the love of Christ take into account our well being? – EPH. 3:14-19 – Yes. He fulfilled all our needs

c. Husbands must let their wife fulfill all their needs - PROV. 5:15-20 

4. CHRIST CONSIDERS THE CHURCH PRECIOUS – 

a. 1 PET. 1:18-20 – We were redeemed by the precious blood of the Lamb

b. Husbands we should consider our wives as precious – 1 PET. 3:7 – If the wife is precious she must be handled with care, love, concern – I.E. – Valuable family heirloom that was very fragile – how would you handle it?

c. A wife that is a Christian will be a virtuous woman and will deserve to be praised – PROV. 31:28-31 – Husbands we need to do a better job of praising our wives!

d. SOL. 4:9-15 – This is how precious are wives should be to us

5. IT IS A LOVE OF COMPANIONSHIP – 

a. MATT. 28:18-20 – “And lo I am with you always” – Christ is constantly our companion

b. HEB. 13:5 – Christ said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” 

c. Husbands we have joined in a covenant with God and our wife to be a companion for life – GEN. 3:18-24 – 

i. Not good for man to be alone

ii. Needs a help meet – a companion

iii. Leave and cleave to this companion for life – Must become best friends

6. IT IS AN AUTHORITATIVE TYPE OF LOVE – 

a. God made this decision – GEN. 3:16 – 

b. HEB. 3:6 – Husband is the one who has the band of authority around his house – 

c. COL. 3:17 – We are all under the authority of Christ

d. EPH. 5:22-24 – Wives are to be subject to their husband – Does that mean we do not get input from our helpmeet, our companion, our best friend – NO – but the final responsibility lies with the husband, and he will answer to God for the way he expresses his love for his wife.

CONCLUSION – Husbands we have a difficult charge given to us by God.  Do we truly love our wives as Christ loved the church?  We need to examine the role we play in the marriage relationship and see if we are fulfilling this God given charge.  

Can we improve?  YES, but we will only improve if we put God first in our life!  Where is God in your life?  Only you can answer, if you need to make changes repent today and obey God!  

