MARRIAGE – DIVORCE – REMARRIAGE

PROVERBS 23:23 – TEXT 

INTRODUCTION -     God gives us instructions that we need to follow in PROV. 23:23 – buy the truth and sell it not.  Buying the truth implies that we will be willing to obey it and not seek to change what it says irregardless of any situation that might affect our family, friends, or those whom we esteem highly as brethren.  To a large degree that has been the problem in discussing this important Bible teaching.  Let’s remove all prejudice and not seek to justify someone’s relationship in our family or among our friends.  Let’s not try to defend some brother’s position because we think very highly of him and just simply look at what the Bible teaches as the truth, and buy it!                                 

1. BEGINNING – WHAT WAS TRUE FROM THE BEGINNING?
a. MATT. 19:1-9 – The Pharisees tempting Jesus asked him the question -  “Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause?”  Christ answered, “From the beginning it was not so.”  God’s purpose for men and women in marriage was one man for one woman for life!  This requires leaving and cleaving – vs.4-6

b. ROM. 7:1-4 – This the way God intended from the beginning – This illustration though expressing the relationship Jews now had to the old law still holds true for marriage.  Widows are to marry only in the Lord – 1 COR. 7:39 – She is free to marry if since she has the authority of God’s word giving her that right

c. MATT. 28:18; COL. 1:18 – Death only brings a separation to marriage that does not involve sin – Moses because of the hardness of their hearts allowed them to put away their wives but Christ says I have come to put a stop to that!  Unrestrained divorce and the subsequent remarriage that follows is sin and the wages for sin is death – ROM. 6:23
2. ONE EXCEPTION – 

a. MATT. 19:9 – God allows men/women to put away their wife/husband for only one reason – this fornication, which is any illegal sex act in the eye of God – MATT. 5:32 - I.E. – LEV. 18:20-25 – Beastiality, homosexuality are both forbidden by God, but both surely constitute fornication!  Adultery is fornication but illegal sex between unmarried partners is fornication.  All adultery is fornication but not all fornication is adultery.  Adultery must involve one or both parties being married and engaging in a sexual affair

b. 2 SAM.11:2-4 – Example of an adulterous relationship – both were married

c. ROM. 1:23-27 – God condemns homosexuality – vs. 32 – as people who are worthy of death

d. MATT. 14:1-5 – People do not like you telling them they are living in adultery

3. ALTERNATIVES – 

a. 1 COR. 7:1-11 – VS. 2-5 - To avoid fornication let a man have a wife for life.  

i. Marriage is a beautiful God –given relationship which allows a man and a woman to fully satisfy themselves sexually without sin.  The husband should render due benevolence to the wife and vice-versa, for the happiness and satisfaction which produces an atmosphere that will prevent fornication. Husband/wife are not to defraud one another without consent.  

ii. Unmarried and celibate –vs. 6-9
b. Seperation period when fornication is not involved: If either wife or husband depart – vs.10-11
i. Must sustain the relationship – must remain unmarried

ii. Or be reconciled to their husband – For either mate to  marry again would be sin – Some mates beat, drink, curse, desert – These are not grounds for a scriptural putting away of your mate. 

c. MAL. 2:14-16 – Marriage is a covenant with God – Only God can join                             and only God can loose 

4. UNMARRIED – 

a. MATT. 19:10-12 – Notice the conclusion his disciples reached – that if this be the case it is not good to marry

b. State of Unmarriage – Celibacy - Eunuchs

i. Some born that way

ii. Some by men 

iii.  Some for the kingdom of God – Any man who does not put away his wife for fornication does not have a right to marry again because he did not put his wife away for fornication.  Does God command celibacy?  YES, in such cases where a man does not put away his wife for fornication, he does not have the right to marry another

c. Man may recognize and grant divorce for “irreconcilable differences” but God does not tolerate such action – 1 COR. 7:15 – Bondage is benevolence - vs. 3 – Note the bondage in this verse – she is not under bondage to render due benevolence to her husband – I.E. – The unbelieving husband leaves, let him go the wife does not have to render due benevolence to her husband – servitude, affection, respect, understanding, reverence, subjection and obedience a woman would normally render to her husband

5. REPENTANCE – 

a. REV. 9:20-21 – Example of repentance not manifested, they lived in a state of fornication

b. COL. 3:1-7 – Paul said they lived in a state of fornication 

c. REV. 21:27 – Nothing found in heaven like that

d. EPH. 4:28 – PROV. 28:13 – Repent, confess and forsake your sins – How and what is required if the mate you have now is not your husband or wife in the eyes of God?  You must repent “out of” the evil you are living in if this requires putting away your mate then God’s will must be done or you will be punished – REV. 21:8 – Truth must be taught!
i. John the Baptist – MK. 6:17-18
ii. Jesus – JN. 4:14-17
iii. What if children are involved?  This does not change one word of God’s truth about adultery – EZRA 10:10-11, 24
e. A turning from sin and a turning to God, it denotes a moral change involving an abandonment of evil works – EPH. 4:28
6. BAPTISM – 

a. ACTS 3:19 – Must repent and be converted – Without repentance there is no forgiveness – Can baptism sanctify an adulterous relationship

b. ACTS 2:38 – We must repent first before we are baptized

c. 1 COR. 6:9-11 – If before baptism they were fornicators and adulterers could they arise to walk in newness of life and be cleansed by the blood of Christ if they did not repent out of their condition.  If they were a thief before could they arise from baptism and continue to steal – then whaqt about adultery – No difference 

d. REV. 22:14-15 – Sets forth the facts – people can end up living and loving a lie – We need to heed the authoritative words of Christ

CONCLUSION -  Fornication and adultery are so dangerous that God does not even want us to think about such things – MATT. 5:28 - We will all be judged by the words of Christ and all unscriptural marriages should be amended by putting away the unscriptural partner – it is better to go to heaven single than to face an eternity of punishment.

2 COR. 7:10 – Godly sorrow worketh repentance, but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 

