REMEMBER THY CREATOR

ECCLESIASTES 12:1 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION  - God desires for us to serve him and have fellowship with Him.  That invitation is open to us as long as we have life, but if God’s preference were chosen we would all begin to serve Him in our youth, and be faithful until we died. – ECCL. 12:1 -  Young people the wisest thing to do is to begin serving God while you are young.  There are many older people who became Christians later in life and most without fail would say they wish they had made the decision earlier in life and had more time for service to God.  The same holds true for those who obeyed the gospel at a young age but became unfaithful and fell away from their service to God.   They would gladly testify that you need to serve God faithfully in your youth and through out this life.

Notice how Paul exhorts Timothy – 2 TIM. 3:14-17 – Continue – In what Paul? – The things you have learned form a child.

REMEMBER THY CREATOR NOW:

1. AMBITION – Let your ambition be to serve God and learn his will by studying the scriptures

a. Jesus – LUKE 2:46-52 – We can see the desire of Jesus at this early age 

b. You – What is your ambition and desire?  Do you want to learn the scriptures, which are able to lead you to salvation?  This is a sober responsibility – LUKE 14:26-33 – the cost of being a disciple is high, but this is indeed a noble ambition, to seek to be like Christ.

2. CONTRITION– It takes a contrite and humble heart to serve God.

a. MATT. 18:1-4 – Jesus uses the example of a child’s humility.  Those who have this type of humility can serve God.  A lot of young people are not willing to humbly submit to do God’s will

b. HEB. 9:27 – Many young people feel they only have one life to live so they will live it for self.  They want to do their own thing, but they do not consider death.  Young people think they are invincible, but death comes to all ages.

c. ISA. 66:1-2 – Very few people tremble at the word of God

d. ROM. 1:28-32 – Example of the Gentiles – they did not like to retain God in their knowledge

3. DECISIONS – Young people need to remember God in their decisions

a. EPH. 6:1 – When you make your decisions, think about what your parents have taught you.  

b. PROV. 4:1-4 - Would your Momma be proud of the decision you made? Does your heart retain their words?

c. PROV. 4:20-27 – Would God be happy with my decision?

d. TIM. 2:19-22 – Make our own decisions.  Do not be swayed by the crowd.   Flee youthful lust!

4. ENVISION – It is said that people accomplish goals they envision.  Envision being faithful to God in your youth.  Fasten your eyes on Christ

a. 1 PET. 4:1-5 – Envision no longer living to the lust of the flesh, but living to do the will of God – Sometimes it is just the opposite, “well someday I will serve God but you are only young once.”  

b. 1 COR. 15:33 – “Be not deceive evil companions corrupt good morals.” How many young people have envisioned going out with the guys just to have a good time and got tangled in the web of sin because they were not strong enough to withstand the temptations they were faced with as a result of being with the wrong people.  I.E. – True story about my cousin – Phillip

c. 1 TIM. 4:12-16 – Be role model for God, be a Godly example for other young people.

5. RECOGNITION – Many young people say it is so hard to be a Christian.  This is true but we need to recognize the fact that one day we will stand before God in judgment and we will have to give an account of how we chose to live.

a. ECCL. 11:9-10 – Did we walk in the ways of our own heart and our own eyes?  Were we true to what we knew to be right and wrong, and did we make the right choices?

b. PROV. 13:1-6 – Recognize the need to heed instruction and take constructive criticism

6. OPPOSITION – We must oppose our enemy and often it is ourselves

a.  2 TIM. 2:24-26 – We oppose ourselves if we live in sin and the devil wins

b. PROV. 6:20-29 – Do not stand in opposition to the truth you have been taught  - Stand opposed to Satan and his devices

c. PROV. 13:13-25 – If you stand opposed to God note what the inspired writer says awaits you – 

i. Despise the word you will be destroyed – vs 13

ii. You will be entangled in the snares of death – vs 14

iii. The way of transgressors is hard – vs 15

iv. Afool deals with his folly – vs16

v. Wicked fall into mischief – vs. 17

vi. If you refuse instruction – poverty and shame await – vs18

vii. Fools do not depart from evil – vs. 19

viii. The companion of fools will be destroyed – vs. 20

ix. Evil pursues sinners – vs. 21

x. The belly of the wicked shall be in want – vs. 25

CONCLUSION – What will you do with your youth?  The decision is yours and yours alone.  No one can make your choice for you.  Make the wise choice and heed the advice of the wisest man who ever lived – King Solomon – “remember thy creator in the days of thy youth”

