HOME – SEVEN SINFUL SUGGGESTIONS FOR YOUTH

1 CORINTHIANS 10:13 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The Devil is our adversary and he wants us to fall pray to temptation.  We are instructed in the word of God to resist the Devil and he will flee from us.  JAMES 4:7 - Oftentimes because of human weakness this is difficult for us to do.  James also tells us we need to beware of being drawn away of our own lust. JAMES 1:12-15 – Notice the cycle of sin that leads to death is started by our own lusts and when we are enticed by the sinful suggestions of Satan.

Satan tempted Jesus by suggestions.  MATT. 4:3-6 – Notice the sinful suggestion of Satan, “If thou be the Son of God.”

The devil was not successful in tempting Jesus in this way, but he has been very successful in tempting man by these same type of sinful suggestions.  We need to understand that the devil approaches us today thru sinful suggestions, especially those made toward our youth. 

In order for us not to fall we must bring our thoughts into captivity so we will not sin.  2 COR. 10:5 – Today we will notice the 7 sinful suggestions.
SEVEN SINFUL SUGGESTIONS:
1. “ONE DRINK WON’T HURT YOU” – 

a. PROV. 20:1 – Do not be deceived by this sinful suggestion of Satan!

b. PROV. 23:23 – The truth is contained in God’s word and listen to what it says.

c. PROV. 23:29-35 – One drink will hurt you.  

i. You will never become drunk if you do not take that first drink!  

ii. You will never become an alcoholic if you never take that first drink.  

iii. You will never get behind the wheel of an automobile under the influence if you do not take that first drink. 

iv. You will never cause your family the sorrow and heartache of living with an alcoholic if you never take the first drink

d. Some articles in  our local newspaper this week. – 

i. 140.000 College age students lose their lives each year due of the influence of alcohol.  

ii. Young couple celebrating their first wedding anniversary the young bride was killed in an automobile accident involving alcohol. 

iii.  Each year on graduation night some young life is snuffed out because of taking that first drink!  This is the devil’s poison.  Young and old alike need to steer clear of this sinful suggestion.

2. “IF YOU LOVED ME YOU WOULD” – 

a. 1 COR. 6:13-18 – The devil uses this suggestion to young people and by listening the end result is fornication and living with a lifetime of regret.

b. GEN. 39:7-9 – Joseph recognized this would be a great wickedness against Potiphar and sin against God.

c. 1 COR. 13:5 – Love does not behave itself unseemly and is not selfish.  This suggestion is deceiving and the young man making it really does not know what love is all about.

3. “EVERYBODY IS DOING IT” – 

a. GAL. 5:19-21 – Drug taking is called witchcraft or sorcery in the Bible.  Even if the majority is doing it that does not make it right.  The devil wants you to experiment, but he does not inform you of the consequences of doing drugs is destruction.  Many crimes are committed as a result of people being under the influence of drugs such as robbery, murder, suicide.

b. MATT. 7:13-14 – What if many are doing these things that lead to destruction, should you blindly follow?

c. REV. 21:8 – Notice the final destination of those who do drugs.

4. “YOU ARE JUST CHICKEN” – 

a. PROV. 1:10-14 – Do not give into the peer pressure from your friends.  They may try to intimidate you and call you a momma’s boy, but have the courage to say, no!  The words come with us and just have a good time is oftentimes the devil’s invitation and suggestion for us to sin.

5. “YOU ONLY LIVE ONCE” – 

a. EPH. 4:17-20 – Those in the world who would entice you to fulfill the lust of the flesh thru lasciviousness, which is the unchaste handling of males and females.  You only live once let’s go dancing, partying and have a good time.  

b. HEB. 9:27 – The scriptures confirm that we only live once but at the end of life comes death and after that comes the judgment of God.

c. MARK 7:21-23 – Lasciviousness defiles the man and leads to a ruined life.  You might say a little wild living never hurt anyone.

d. LUKE 15:11-21, 30 – Notice the rewards of wild living. 

6. “JUST HARMLESS FUN” – 

a. ISA. 59:3-8 – Examples of the sin of mischief 

i. Vandalism

ii. Keying cars

iii. Stabbing tires

b. PROV. 6:16-19 – God hates the sin of mischief it is an abomination to Him.

7. “NOBODY WILL KNOW” – 

a. EPH. 5:11-12 – Do not think for a moment that God does not know what you do in secret!  You can say nobody will know, but God knows.

i. If I go see an x-rated movie

ii. If I allow my mind to be filled with pornography from magazines, movies, or the internet.

iii. What is on my mind?

b. PROV. 15:3 – Does God see you doing good or evil?  Be assured he does see you.

c. 1 JN. 3:20 – God is greater than our hearts and knows all things.  Nobody will know implies there is no God and therefore no one to stand before on judgment day.

d. ECCL. 12:13-14 – God will judge every secret thing whether it be good or evil.

CONCLUSION – Young and old alike do not need to be swayed by the sinful suggestions of the devil.  God does see what we do and he justly reward us according to the life we live.   How are we doing are we falling into the trap of Satan and listening to his suggestions. We need to listen to Jesus instead of the devil.  Put our faith and trust in Him. – HEB. 5:8-9 – He can become the author of your salvation today, if you are willing to obey. 

